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SLEEPY PROFESSORS. 


BY THE- REY. F. A. COX, D.D., LL.D. 


Tue paper which appeared in the ma- 
gazine for January, entitled “ Spiritual 
Sleepers,” will, I trust, be read with 
profit by those for whom it was specifi- 
cally designed; and as my esteemed 
friend, the author, has, in conversing upon 
the subject, wished to devolve on me, 
rather than undertake himself, the task 
of admonishing those who are as/eep in 
their profession, I propose the following 
considerations addressed to saints, as a 
sequel to Mr. Steane’s appeal to sinners. 

“* Knowing the time,” says the apostle, 
“that now it is high time to awake out 
of sleep ; for now is our salvation nearer 
than when we believed.” Dr. Clarke 
has remarked _that this has been judi- 
ciously paraphrased by Dr. Taylor, in 
the following words: “ And all the duties 
of a virtuous and holy life, we should the 
more carefully and zealously perform, 
considering the nature and shortness of 
the present season of life, which will 
convince us that it is now high time to 
xouse, and shake off sleep, and apply 
with vigilance and vigour to the duties 
of our christian life ; for that eternal sal- 
vation which is the object of our christian 
faith and hope, and the great motive of 


our religion, is every day nearer to us 


than when we first entered into the pro- 
fession of christianity.” 

_ The present has been frequently and 
justly represented as an age of much 
profession and activity. The intellectual 


and moral powers of man seem to have } 


been roused in some degree from the 
dormancy which once possessed them, 
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so that from sympathy or from impulse 
the christian world is in a state of un- 
wonted motion and excitement. At home 
societies abound, committees assemble, 
contributions are made to promote im- 
portant objects. Abroad, missionaries 
have devoted themselves to the holy en- 
terprise of subduing the nations to Christ, 
and by Bible translations, tract distribu- 
tions, and the preaching of the gospel, 
are seeking to pour the light of heaven 
into the dark domains of heathenism. 
The anxious and anticipating church is, 
in consequence of the vigorous employ- 
ment of this instrumentality, and in con- 
nexion with the promises of God, hailing 


the approach of the “last days,” empha-" 


tically so called, of Messiahi’s reign, and 
of millennial glory. 
But let us not deceive ourselves. It 


‘is yet morning, and though many an 


embattled host has gone forth, and en- 


gaged in the holy war with Satanic 


powers and worldly superstitions ; mul~ 
titudes are still slumbering, and need to 
be roused up by the whispers of love or 
the thunders of remonstrance. They 
have been awake, indeed, or have been 


supposed to be awake, as their very pro- ~~ 


fession implies ; but if so, they have ré- 
lapsed into moral sleep. There is a kind 
of physical activity under the name of 
teligion and profession, but their real 
condition is that of moral slumber ; the 
walk and act, indeed, but one is remind- 
ed of those who walk in their sleep, for 
they seem to be affected by a fell and 
fatal somnambulism! Avoiding for the 
oe 
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sake of brevity a minute detail of the 
delusions and phantasms incident to such 
a state; I will nevertheless aim to render 
the tact and the danger apparent: “and 
so much the more,” as by the rapid re- 
volutions of time we ‘‘see the day ap- 
proaching.” 

Those who are making no progress in 
personal piety may be said to be asleep 

. im their profession. And is it not noto- 
rious that multitudes are comprehended 
in this class? As personal religion is a 
matter of consciousness, this is a fitting 
subject for self-examination. A careful 
analysis will soon unfold to us the real 
state of the heart as it respects the 
weakness or the intensity of its emotions. 
It is practicable to ascertain, and an in- 
cumbent duty to attempt it, tot only the 
reality but the condition of inward 
piety ;—whether it is languishing or pro- 
gressive—whether we are carnally or 
spiritually minded. Every man is, or 
may be, best acquainted with himself, 
because he possesses the most easy ac- 
cess to his own mind, and is the only 
person that can be fully aware of its se- 
eret workings. The most ready and 
indubitable test is at hand in the power 
of conscience, which is capable of acting 
with impartial fidelity, and giving its 
prompt and perfect decisions. To this 
moral judge we should continually resort, 
nor suffer a self-flattering pride to dis- 
pute its dictates or disown its authority. 
Conscience will make us aware of our 
most prevalent thoughts, and most secret 
purposes, and thus lead us to the right 
conclusion respecting the character and 
strength of our professed religion. It 
will show us as in a reflecting glass our 
consistencies or inconsistencies, our mo- 
ral triumphs and defeats, our progress or 
procrastination, in the heavenly journey ; 
and we must be infallibly convicted or 
justified by its testimony. 

The apostolic admonition “grow in 
grace,” implies that grace is not only 
susceptible of increase, but that our best 
efforts should be directed to its invigora- 
tion and improvement. The fruits of 
the Spirit should be cultivated, and our 
souls, if they have been indeed renewed, 
treated as the garden of the Lord, which 
requires daily and assiduous attention. 
There phoutd righteousness spring forth, 
and holy affections blossom and bud like 
the rose. There should it be manifest 
that the tree of life is flourishing ; strong 
in the stem of a confirmed religion, as in 
the root of # genuine piety, and vigorous 
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in the branches and ramifications of 
practical godliness. There should it be 
apparent that humility increases, that 
faith strengthens, that charity never fails. 
There in the self consciousness of the 
Spirit should it be felt that the world has 
an ever-diminishing hold on the heart, 
and eternal realities an ever-increasing 
one ; that the successes of life or the ac- 
cumulations of temporal prosperity are 
less grateful, and the disappointments of 
adversity less oppressive ; that heaven is 
daily more attractive, its glories more in- 
tensely contemplated, and more highly 
estimated ; the character of its blessed- 
ness more distinctly understood, and 
more palpably obvious, through the cor- 
responding similitude of an inward sanc- 
tification ; and then should we be led to 
‘set our affections on things above.” 
Then will there be a conscious increase 
of love to the brethren, a subjugation of 
worldly passions, a melting away of un- 
hallowed prejudices and evil thoughts of 
others, an expansion of the generous 
sympathies, a budding forth of varied 
graces and precious productions, that 
shall beautify the man, whose smell shall 
be as the smell of Lebanon. The inward 
impulses will spring into outward mani- 
festations, the heart will teach the lips, 
and transform the life ; and the heavenly 
seed of Divine implantation will soon 
appear on the surface in the growing 
luxuriance of a spiritual vegetation. To 
“ faith” will then be added “virtue, to 
virtue knowledge; and to knowledge 
temperance; and to temperance pa- 
tience ; and to patience godliness; and 
to godliness brotherly kindness ; and to 
brotherly kindness charity.” But if none 
of these emotions and emanations of ex- 
cellence exist, if the state of inward 
piety be only what it was, or even less 
in degree, which, in the case supposed, 
is more than probable, truly may it be 
said that such professors are asleep in 
their profession. 
The state of personal piety may be re- 
arded as the generic source of the moral 
indications of character, yet some others 
may be mentioned as distinct in their 
aspects, though inherent with it. The 
christian life is represented as a season of 
warfare ; where, therefore, there is no war 
Sare,or but few and feeble conflicts with the 
corruptions of nature, men may be trul 
said to be asleep in their profession, t 
is not infrequent for persons, after the 
ardour of their first impressions, leading 
to an early avowal of their. principles, 
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~even punctilious. 
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has subsided, to sink into a kind of qui- 
escent piety. It exists, but it slumbers. 
The corruptions of the heart have re- 
ceived a rebuke, and suffered a defeat in 
their effort to extinguish the power of 
conviction, and prevent decision; but 
they spring up again, and often gain, by 
their almost unresisted exertions, a fear- 
ful ascendancy. There is a_ peculiar 
danger from this cause to young profes- 
sors. They are apt to imagine, that 
having reached the point of a public pro- 
fession, they have accomplished a great 
thing, and are, in a sense, safe, while 
they feel themselves happy. They have 
conquered their fears, and attained the 
summit of their purposes, and being now 
identified with the church of Christ, all 
is well. They may repose, after their la- 
bour and struggle, in the ordinances of 
the gospel, and beside its still waters. 
True, they may do so; and sweet and 
heavenly are the privileges which Christ 
dispenses to his people. But though 
permitted to enjoy rest, they must be- 
ware of inaction. Be it remembered 
that the rest of a holy mind is to serve 
God. Its happiness arises from efforts 
in his cause, its daily victories over cor- 
ruption within, and temptation without, 
its self conquests, and sensible progress. 
The relaxation of effort is the ruin both 
of peace and piety. 

- Formalists may be reckoned among 
those who are asleep in their profession ; 
for there are formalists who have some 
religion, as well as those who are desti- 
tute of it. The class intended consists 
of those whose attendance on the means 
of grace, and whose observance of pri- 
vate or family devotion is languid if not 
lifeless, although it may be regular, or 
It is not, indeed, al- 
together heartless, for then it would be 
wholly vain, but there is so much of mere 
ceremony and habit, as to be very little 
of vitality. They creep through the cus- 
tomary circle of re ee instead 
of “mounting on the wings of eagles, 
running and not being weary, walking 
and not fainting ;” whereas, in fact, they 
are weary from very stillness and stag- 
nancy of mind. They have their stated 
periods of devotion, and you find them, 
it may be, regularly in the accustomed 
seat at worship, but they are drowsy in 
spirit and often in body. | The pa 
eye is but too correct an index of the 
sleepy soul. Their religion is a religion 
of negatives. They would not omit du- 
ties; they would not eountenance irre- 
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gularities ; they would not consort with 
unbelievers ; but as they have no vigour 
in practising godliness, they have no 
courage in rebuking sin ; and the minis- 
ters of the gospel are scarcely less pained 
by their cold punctiliousness, than by 
others’ fitful and vehement irregularities. 

There are many, notwithstanding the 
apparently general activity of the chris- 
tian world, who seem to be but little influ- 
enced by the benevolence of the gospel ; 
who sometimes concur without co-ope- 
rating with their brethren in the projects 
of piety, and who move slowly, reluct- 
antly, and imperfectly, sometimes not at 
all in sympathy with christian efforts for 
the salvation of the world. They have 
always the ready excuse, the want of 
time, the want of means, the want of 
ability,—unconscious or unconvinced 
that it is the want of heart. They are 
asleep in their profession; and the stir 
and bustle of christian activity does not 
awaken them to duty and to diligence. It 
is deeply to be deplored that not only 
great multitudes of individuals from this 
cause refuse to contribute, or contribute 
in mean proportions, to the benevolent 
objects of Christianity, but that entire 
churches, whether from frigidity or from 
false views of the gospel, do not, how- 
ever, in fact, assist even that cause which 
appears to have the strongest claims, the 
cause of missions. They arise not to the 
help of the Lord against the mighty. 
The apology of some christian communi- 
ties is founded in selfishness, and in ig- 
norance, as well as unbelief. They plead 
that they are too poor; they can hardly 


“support their own place, or provide for 


the necessities of their ministers. These 
premises may be accurate enough, but 
we must demur to the conclusion. They 
are poor and can hardly sustain their 
cause, therefore they cannot help the 
mission. Our inference is the sey re- 
verse: therefore they ought to help it. 
“There is that scattereth and yet in- 
creaseth.” The distributions of christian 
benevolence are the seeds of moral fruit- 
fulness and multiplication. What is 
sown is not lost; if sown in faith and 
prayer, it will vegetate till they who go 
forth weeping and in self-denial, shall 
return rejoicing and bringing their 
sheaves. If individuals or churches 
wish to become capacitated to support 
religion, they must begin by doing it ; 
they must begin by doing something, and 
their means will multiply with their ex- 


ertions.. Like those who will know the 
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Lord if they follow to know him, they 
will find that sacrifice is gain, and that 
the means of doing good to themselves 
and others will spring like enchantment 
from the actually doing it in defiance of 
weakness and poverty. Throw into the 
mass a willing mind, and it will work 
wonders, leavening, combining, and con- 
solidating the whole, till its powerful 
influence shall touch the extremities of 
social existence, and affect the welfare 
of the world. 

Had not this paper been already ex- 
tended to so unintentional a length, I 
should have added some considerations 
calculated to stimulate lethargic profes- 
sors into a wakeful activity. .I would 
fain have represented to them the moral 
danger of their state, the rapid revolu- 
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tions of time which should operate as 4 
warning, the temptations to which they 
expose themselves, and the advantage 
which Satan and the world have over 
them, the great loss they sustain of the 
pleasures of religion, the distress which 
conscience must sooner or later and does 
even now at times inflict, the reproaches 
to which they are subject, the moral 
contagion they spread, and their respon- 
sibility for withholding or misapplying 
influence, the connexion of the present 
with the judgment, with death, and the 
everlasting future: but I finish with the 
prophetic call, “ Awake, thou that sleep- 
est,’ and with the Saviour’s impressive 
admonition, “What I say unto you I 
say unto all, Watcxu!” 


THE TRIALS OF DANIEL AT THE COURT OF BABYLON. 


Addressed to Young Men. 
Il. Toe Foon. 


WE observed Daniel embracing in 
early life the religion of his Jewish fa- 
thers, and while Fis principles were yet 
in their infancy, exposed to severe temp- 
tation. Far from the guardianship of his 
own relatives, and with only three com- 
panions equally unprotected with himself, 
he was introduced into all the vanity 
and voluptuousness of an Asiatic court. 

There was something peculiarly criti- 
cal and delicate in the situation in which 
he stood. He owed allegiance to the 
monarch whose captive he was, and he 
owed an equally implicit submission to 
God. How to discharge his duty to 
both, without offending either, was a 
question of greet difficulty. He had so 
far complied with the commands of the 
king as to-apply his mind to the nation- 
al learning. This he considered perfect- 
ly accordant with his duty to Jehovah, 
to whose blessing, and not solely to his 
own self: application, he ascribes all his 
success in its acquisition: “God gave 
them knowledge and skill in all learning 
and wisdom, and made Daniel to have 

Heb.) understanding in all visions and 
reams,” i, 17.* 


* Although in the first two chapters of Daniel’s 
writings he is spoken of in the third person, while 
in all the subsequent chapters the first person is 
adopted, there is no reason to doubt that the whole 
is written by himself. The favourable ect in 
which historical truth required him to place hisown 
proficiencies and excellent natural qualities, is quite 
sofficient to account for this peculiarity. athe 
above sentence may accordingly be considered as 
falling from his own pen. 


But another requisition was made 
which he considered an interference 
with his more sacred obligations. He 
was required to partake of food which 
had been consecrated for idolatrous wor- 
ship. There could be no ambiguity 
about the nature of this proposition. _ It 
was not more certain that the king de- 
manded his compliance, than it was that 
God commanded his refusal. His duty 
to his earthly sovereign, and his duty to 
the Divine Being were plainly at issue. 
How should he act? The advice of the 
world would have been, “Adopt, as a 
matter of course, the manners of the 
people among whom you are situated. 
When in Babylon, act as they act in Ba- 
bylon, just as when in Jerusalem you 
acted as they did at Jerusalem.” But 
under counsel so unprincipled and so 
degrading to an intelligent, responsible 
creature, Daniel could take no refuge. 
He felt that he must encounter the diffi- 
culty—a difficulty greatly aggravated 
by the peculiarity of his circumstances. 
“Here 1 am,” he would say, “a poor, 
unbefriended captive! How shall I dare 
to resist the injunction of the king? 
Werela propact or a priest, or even an 
aged worship 
might experience some measure of tole- 
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ration ; but a youth, who may be sup- 


osed to have his religion yet to adopt, 


| instead of being respected as conscien- 


tious, will be suppressed as presumptu- 
ous and opinionative.” ey ae Bai 
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It was-a severe trial of new-born prin- 
ciples. Yet is there often a buoyancy 
in youthful piety, which inspires hope at 
such a moment as the present. True, it 
were a fearful step to take, to resolve at 
all hazards to maintain his fidelity! It 
were an achievement seldom witnessed, 
to determine, at the risk of pining impri- 
sonment, or of an early and cruel graye, to 
adhere without evasion to the will of God ! 

Have you, youthful reader, ever expe- 
rienced such a trialP Has respect for 
an earthly master ever contended in your 
bosom with a conviction of duty to God? 
It is a critical warfare. Yet remember 
it has been waged successfully by those 
who adhered to Jehovah, and availed 
themselves of his proffered aid. Forget 
not the example of the Jewish captive, 
who, although distant even from the 
forms of religious worship, and amid all 
the seductions of a court, and the terrors 
of signal punishment, “‘ purposed in his 
heart that he would not defile himself.” 

Let it not be unnoticed by those who 
endure or anticipate a similar trial, that 
Daniel resolved to observe abstinence 
from such food as that presented to him 
by the king, not merely that he might 
bear a testimony against the excesses of 
the court ; not only that he might express 
his grief for the afflicted condition of his 
fallen country, as Nehemiah did at a 
subsequent period, when he exclaimed, 
“Why should not my countenance be 
sad, when the city, the place of my fa- 
thers’ sepulchres lieth waste, and the 
gates thereof are consumed by fire ;” but 
chiefly, that he-might pay adoration to 
the glorious God, and submission to the 
express precepts of his word. It was 
not the manifestation of his own opinion, 


but the result of a profound and solemn 


conviction of duty. ‘The food had been 
“‘ offered to idols,” and to partake of it 
would have been virtual idolatry. Found- 
ing his conduct upon such a basis he 
came forth with his resolution, sustained 
by the arm of God. The man who acts 
in his own spirit is liable to be turned 
from his purpose by every vexation, or 
disappointment, or annoyance. Looking 
no further than the scene around him, 
hisintention fluctuates with all the aspects 
‘which it happens to present. When the 
prospect is bright, he is courageous ; 
‘when it is overcast, he sinks into despair. 
It is only he whose mind is brought to 
rest upon the infinite, unchangeable 
Jehovah, who has the true secret of 
SUCCESS. 


Connected with this elevated _conside-’ 


145 


ration, there is a minor aid with which 
God has supplied those who desire to be 
faithful. He does not demand a measure 
of pure spirituality of which we are yet 
incapable. In training us for a heavenly 
state, he does no violence to our present 
earthly associations. While he warns 
us against an undue reliance upon our 
fellow-creatures, he encourages such a 
reliance as is calculated to quicken and 
cheer us in the hour of contest. He has 
placed in the hearts of believers, and 
that at the very commencement of their 
new life, a strong mutual love leading to 
close and vigorous union. “ A new com- 
mandment I give unto you,” he an- 
nounces (as if the more spiritual the 
economy, the more such assistance was 
required), “that ye love one another.” 
When he forms a plan for the perpetua- 
tion and extension of his church, he 
forms his converts into numerous so- 
cieties. When he sends forth heralds to 
proclaim the gospel to the nations, he 
commands that they shall go “two by 
two.’ And when Daniel was sent to be 
tried in Babylon, he was not wholly de- 
prived of devout associates. Four devoted 
youths went hand in hand. They had, 
doubtless, through all the period of their 
sojourn, as-we know they had on special 
occasions, their meetings for fervent 
prayer, their hours of deep deliberation, 
their decisions of awful daring, to cleave 
to the blessed God of their ancestors. 
Seize, young man, the same privilege! 
Prayertully and cautiously select. com- 
panions who fear the Lord. Then com- 
mune with them, confide in them, and 
love them ; for thus will your difficulties 
be diminished, and your faith invigorated. 

Another equally important condition 
of success, is a becoming modesty in the 
expression of a conscientious. determina- 
tion. This requires the more careful at- 
tention, as it is sometimes manifestly 
absent. When the youthful mind be- 
comes filled with the conceptions of an 
eternal world, and with ideas of the su- 
premacy and glory of God, nothing ap- 
pears too difficult, nothing too great, to 
form an obstacle to the accomplishment 
of its objects. There is something in 
this generous devotedness praiseworthy 
and exhilarating. It were harsh to sup- - 
press it, nor is there anything more. im- 
proper than the cold censoriousness with 
which it is often treated. Predictions, 
that like the fervour of natural excite- 
ment, it will soon expire, or that like a 
mountain torrent it will soon run to its. 
close, are often mere excuses for personr 
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al lukewarmness, inactivity, and apathy. 
But it is to be remembered, that while 
it is a duty to be firm, zealous, and he- 
roic in the divine service, it is equally a 
duty to be “gentle towards all men.” 
While we are not to be turned from our 
course by the disapproval and opposi- 
tion of other men, we are required to 
avoid all that unnecessarily exasperates ; 
all impertinence, or presumption, or con- 
tempt of the established relations of 
society; all selfish gloom of countenance 
or carriage, as if we had feelings of which 
no one could participate; all oracular 
and positive opinions respecting the con- 
sistency and piety of other professors of 
religion, as if we had penetration of 
which others were destitute. The cha- 
racter of our Lord afforded a fine exam- 
ple of the precise opposite of such quali- 
ties. He manifested politeness, modesty, 
meekness, in their most exquisite forms. 
His hatred of sin and love of righteous- 
ness were the most intense that ever the 
earth had witnessed, yet he bore himself 
towards every man with the most tender 
and bland civility. It was this conduct 
which tended to impart influence to the 
principies he expounded, and acceptance 
to his endeavours to benefit mankind. 
Finely was the same spirit indicated by 
these young men of Judah. They had 
formed a resolution by which they were 
determined to live or die. Yet they 
affected not more than usual conscien- 
tiousness ; they sounded not the trumpet 
of fiery zeal, but, humbly convinced of 
their dependence upon Divine provi- 
dence, and recognising their condition as 
captives, they “requested of the prince 
of the eunuchs” that they might not be 
compelled to partake of the appointed 
food. 

However much these circumstances 
alleviated the difficulties of his path, and 
however essential they are to a well- 
founded hope of success amid similar 
trials, Daniel had yet occasion for the 
exercise of vigilance and resolution. The 
very request which he made, singular as 
it was, could not but secure for him the 
respect of his rulers. It was plainly dis- 
interested and self-denying. It indicated 
nothing contrary to the respectful and 
submissive spirit of which he had proba- 
bly already given many decisive proofs. 
The prince accordingly regarded him 
with “favour and tender love,” a phrase 


marking the most fervent and parental | son jl the imagine and, extsoliant a 


affection. It signifies literally, “bowels 
of compassion,” and is exactly parallel 
to Paul's remarkable expression regard- 
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ing his beloved spiritual son Onesimus, 
“mine own bowels.” Powerful, however, 
as it was, it was too feeble to urge him 
to compliance. He turned the conscien- 
tious suppliant away on the ground that 
any other course would bring his own 
life into danger. Clear evidence that it 
was no trifling peril into which Daniel 
himself was about to plunge ! 

Had it not been for the assistance of 
Divine grace, it is extremely improbable 
that his resolution would have survived 
either this refusal itself, or the frightful 
intimation by which it was accompanied. 
But raising his desires to heaven, and 
casting his care upon the Lord, he made 
another application to the steward 
(which “ melzar” signifies), the officer 
placed immediately over him. He ad- 
dressed him, not with resentment on 
account of recent disappointment ; not 
with the embittered feelings of one 
whose self-sufficient. zeal had been op- 
posed ; but with the most gentle courtesy 
as his superior in station, and with that 
remarkable faith in God, which is the 
most prominent and noble feature of his 
character. ‘Prove thy servants, I be- 
seech thee, ten days, and let them give 
us pulse to eat, and water to drink.” 
The steward consented to a trial of ten 
days—interval of fearful suspense to the 
stthoek who had thus connived at their 
proceeding, but one calm and consola- 
tory to the faithful youths. Whatever 
might be the issue of their conduct, they 
had the assurance that they had pre- 
served “a conscience void of offence,” 
and in possession of this, they had the 
pledge of Divine protection. If the Ro- 
man poet could exclaim with triumphant 
assurance to his friend, 

“ Integer vite, scelerisque purus 
Non eget Mauris jaculis arcu, 
Nec venenatis gravida sagittis, 
Fusce! pharetra,” 
with how much greater confidence might 
they, whose purity was the fruit of the 
Holy Spirit, anticipate the future ! 

It is only to be remarked that God 
fully justified their confidence. At the 
end of ten days they were found even 
better in health than those who had par- 
taken of the king’s luxuries. And, as if 
still further to testify his favour to them, 


he rendered them wiser than all the — 


others. Whenever the king inquired of 
them, “he found them ten times better 


his realm.” p 
Liverpool. 
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ON ORDINATION, 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


My dear Sir, 

As I had occasion to express my dis- 
sent from the views taken in the discourse 
on Ordination in your last, at the time 
it was delivered, 1 hope you will allow 
me to add a few words by way of expla- 
nation. A magazine is not the place for 
the discussion of questions so intricate 
as those which ordination involves ; nor 
is discussion itself well fitted to elicit 
truth, which has generally been regarded 
as the daughter, not of argument, but of 
dispassionate inquiry. In explanation, 
however, and with the hope of awaken- 
ing a still wider attention to a matter so 
much disputed, I inclose the conclusions 
at which | have arrived after a deliberate 
examination of all the passages in which 
the term or the subject of ordination, not 
according to Cruden, but according to 
Schmid and Trommius, is introduced. 

I believe, then, that it may be shown, 

I. That the laying on of hands was a 
custom observed, 

1. In imploring a blessing on the per- 
sons on whom they were laid. 

Gen. xlviii. 14. 

Matt. xix. 13—15. 

2. In transferring to the sacrifice the 
guilt of the offerer, or of the persons he 
represented. Levit. i. 4, xvi. 21. And to 
the priests, the personal service of the 
people. Numb. viii. 10. 

3. In curing miraculously the diseased, 

Matt. ix. 18. _ 

Mark vy. 23. 

vi. 5. 

xvi. 18, 
Luke iv. 40. 

xi, 13, 

Acts ix. 17. 

RXV eas 

4. In imparting the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit to the early converts of the church, 
for which purpose it was practised only 
by the apostles. 

Acts viii. 15—19. 

xix. 6. 

Heb. vi. 2. : 

5. In ordaining to certain offices per- 
sons who had been chosen to fill them, 
either by the voice of the people, or by 
the will of the Spirit. 

Numb. xxvii. 18—23, 

Acts vi. 6, : : 

II. That of ordination the laying on of 


hands was a part, Acts vi. 8—6, 1 Tim. 


yv. 22. And that it either was significant 
of something imparted,—of miraculous 
gifts, or divine approbation, or full per- 
mission to enter upon the duties of the 
office*—or it was not. If it were, a sup- 
position made highly probable by the 
fact that the word ‘ordain’ is commonly 
used to express the trust or authorit 
which a master commits to his cai: 
Matt. xxiv. 45, Acts vil. 10, Dan. ii. 24, 
&c., &e., it ought not to be continued 
among those who have one master only, 
even Christ. And if it were not so sig- 
nificant, but merely a form of salutation, 
ora dignified expression of fraternal love, 
then the sooner it is set aside the better, 
for in that case, not being a matter of 
command, it is nothing else than an east- 
em custom imported into the churches 
of the west, like the kiss of charity or 
the washing of the feet, and, like them, 
liable to misrepresentation and abuse. 
III. That ordination by the laying on 
of hands was practised under both 
economies by inspired men only, and 
when under the impulse of inspiration, 
or by those-who were appointed by 
them for this purpose; and therefore 
cannot consistently be practised by those 
that deny apostolic succession, as may 
be seen in the case of Joshua, Numbers 
xxvii. 18—23; of the first deacons of 
the church, Acts vi. 6; of Paul, Acts 
xiii. 3; of Timothy, 2 Tim. i. 6; that 
the exceptions of “the presbytery” 
referred to in 1 Tim. iv. 14; of Timothy, 
1 Tim. v. 22; and of Titus, Tit. i. 5, are 
only apparent: for the elders of the 
church at Lystra, to whom the first 
passage refers, merely expressed their 
concurrence (as may be seen from the 
words of the original compared with the 
history, and with 2 Tim. i. 6.) with the 
apostle, who does not seem to have 
known Timothy till he had been three 
or four years a member of the church, 
and then only within a few days of the 
time when he ordained him to the work 
of the ministry; Acts xvi. As for 
Timothy and Titus, they were left the 
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* A notion perfectly consistent with choice on 
the part of the people. A master might entrust to 
one chosen by his fellow-servants, the trust of ma- 
nagement. He might still ordain him (we speak 
now of the primary meaning of the Greek term) 
to his office, that is, commit formally the trust or 
authority into his hands, . 
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one in Crete and the other at Ephesus, 
by the apostles’ express authority, for the 
purpose of ordaining elders in each 
church, and setting things in order, in 
accordance with certain “instructions he 
himself had given them: the importance 
of his own work as the apostle of the 
Gentiles” not permitting him to continue 
in every place a sufficient time for carry- 
ing out into detail the precepts and 
principles of government which he had 
received. 

And further, should it be objected, that 
the apostles were preachers, and that 
what they did as preachers may be done 
still, or that Paul exhorted Timothy to 
hand down to “faithful men the things 
he had heard,” it may be shown, 

That this often misquoted passage has 
reference only to the truths the apostle 
taught, and not to the authority with 
which he was invested, and that though 
what they did as preachers, that. is, as 
speaking “the words of the Lord Jesus,” 
may be done still; what they did as 
inspired, that is, as “guided into all 
truth” by supernatural aid, none may 
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now do but such as can prove that Holy 
Scripture needs and admits of addition, 
and that their additions are precisely those 
that claim with it our submission and 
obedience. 

Believing then that the “laying on of 
hands” always implied something en- 
trusted ; either the qualifications or the 
duties of an office, and that it was prac- 
tised in ordination by men only as 
inspired, or by those who were appoint- 
ed for that purpose by them; and that 
the qualifications or duties of offices, 
though entrusted still, are not entrusted 
now “through the intervention’* of any 
third person, or class of persons. I can- 
not but wish that the solemn assumptions 
of a modern ordination service were 
exchanged for the “affectionate greetings 
of a public recognition.” 

Yours affectionately, 
JosrrH Aneus. 


* See Acts vii. 35, where Moses is said to have 
been “ ordained” by the hand of the angel. Com- 
pare Gal. iii. 19. Ezek. xxy. 14, Hos, xii. 10. 
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Jesus! thy precious blood 
Has brought the wanderers home: 
To thee our pardoning God, 
And to thy church we come. 
Where’er thy sacred steps we see, 
There would we gladly follow thee. 


Our great example thou 
Thyself wast once baptized ; 


~ And shall thy precepts now 
By sinners be despised ? 


Thy heavenly will our guide shall be ; i 


Taught by thy word, we follow thee. ~ 


Oh! let that sacred Dove 
Upon our spirits beam, 
2 Sent by the Father’s love, 
E O’er Jordan’s hallowed stream. 


_ Then shall we ever willing be, , ‘ast 
Through waves or flames to follow thee. 


Devoted to thy praise, __ pe ted 
* May all our powers be thine ;_ es 
Reflecting, all our days, i eee 
ee purity divine. 5 A 4am 
- < Then when the vale of death we see, Aes: 


a Our souls shall gladly follow thee. 
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Lectures on Revivals of Religion. By Cuanies 
G. Finney. From Notes by the Editor of 
the New York Evangelist. Revised by the 


Author. Seventh Edition, each two thou- 
sand copies, London, 1838. 8vo. pp. 
438. Price 6s. 


An extensive, sound, ard permanent 
revival is so evidently desirable for our 
British churches, that we are inclined to 
listen to almost any one who proposes 
to elucidate the means by which it may 
be produced. A volume on the subject, 
coming from the land which in our day 
has been distinguished above all others 
for scenes of religious excitement, and 
from a person who has been an active 
agent in such scenes among his own 
countrymen, cannot. fail, therefore, to 
awaken curiosity, and to obtain a calm, 
candid, and even docile attention. 

Such a volume now lies before us, and 
its perusal has been a deeply interesting 
exercise. We have seemed to be tra- 
velling in a foreign country, where every 
object had an aspect of novelty, and the 
most common occurrence exhibited some- 
thing in its manner to excite surprise. 


_ Had we been transported suddenly to the 


banks of the Mississippi, and perambu- 
lated one of its half-built towns, the 
emotions excited in our minds would 
probably have been very similar to those 
with which we have read these lectures. 
We have found much to admire, and 
much to disapprove ; much to impress 
our hearts, and much with which we 
have no sympathy. The work is com- 
pletely American. The language, the 
allusions, the style of thought are all 
American. No description given pur- 
posely, either by an Englishman or a 
native of the United States, could have 


presented to us a picture so perfectly 


3 


‘ee 


American as is here set before our eyes, 

The volume contains twenty-two lec- 
tures, delivered on successive Friday 
‘evenings, to a congregation in New 
‘York, of which the lecturer had become 
‘pastor, having spent former years of his 
ministry in those parts of the country, 
-and in those engagements which rendered 
him familiar with what. are called_reli- 


gious revivals. He evidently regards the. 


churches of New York as almost unac- 
-quainted with the subject, and quite un- 
VOL, I.-—FOURTH SERIES. 
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prepared to receive those influences 
which are the objects of his fervent de- 
sire ; but, with an ardour which has all 
the aspect of genuineness, and which 
appears to arise froma lively faith in the 
efficacy of Almighty grace, he seeks to 
excite in his auditors an humble deter- 
mination to obtain for themselves and 
their neighbours, the untasted blessing. 
The manner in which we are introduced 
into the actual scene in which these dis- 
courses were uttered, conduces to their 
impressiveness. They were not written 
by the author, either before or after de- 
livery. Had he attempted to express his 
thoughts on paper, even for American 
readers, and much more for English ones, 
the freshness of his language would haye 
evaporated, and its force would have 
been broken. But the lectures were 
secured for publication in the New York 
Evangelist, by the editor of that journal, 
who, having taken them as they fell from 
the lips of the speaker, submitted the 
notes for revision to Mr.-Finney, whose 
corrections did not touch the general 
phraseology, but were intended simply 
to rectify any errors of the reporter re- 
specting the sentiment. The language 
is accordingly very peculiar. It is as 
simple, as colloquial, as blunt, as any 
that we find in the sermons of Latimer ; 
it is, however, full of point and energy, 
and sometimes reminds ts of Richard 
Baxter. Every page or two we are 
startled at some expression discordant 
with our theological diction, and even at 
dogmas enforced with the greatest zeal. 
which appear to us unguarded and inde- 


‘fensible. But then, we are won again by 


the jealousy for God, the affectionate 
earnestness, and the singleness of pur~ 
pose which are apparent, and we are 
ready to say, if it be not Elijah, it is one 
on whom Elijah’s mantle would sit 
gracefully, Illustrations drawn from in- 


cidents which the lecturer has witnessed _ 
‘abound, and contribute to the general 


effect upon the heart, though they do 
not all commend themselves to a cool 
judgment. The familiarity of the ad- 
dress may seem to degrade the speaker 
and his theme, but the solemnity of his 
own feelings is unquestionable, while the 
truth of the accusations which he hurls 
Y 
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against us, and the legitimacy of the 
demands which he enforces, indispose 
for criticism, and fill the mind with awe. 

The fundamental principle of Mr. 
Finney’s system, appears to be that the 
one object for which a Christian should 
live, is the conversion of his fellow sin- 
ners. For this he should labour in sea- 
son and out of season, at home and 
abroad ; for this he should pray in soli- 
tude and in society, in regular meetings, 
and on extraordinary occasions ; with a 
view to this he should regulate his con- 
versation, his business, his expenditure, 
pursuing it with unremitting ardour. If 
this course be followed, under the influ- 
ence of a right spirit, and in a right 
manner, Mr. Finney maintaims that the 
desired result will certainly follow, the 
established connexion between success 
in spiritual husbandry, and_ spiritual 
ploughing and sowing, being not only 
as great, but even greater than that be- 
tween the reward and the labour of the 
earthly agriculturalist. 

The first lecture, in which he under- 
takes to show what a revival is, contains 
the following passages : 


«4. A revival always includes conviction 
of sin on the part of the church. Backslidden 
professors cannot wake up and begin right 
away in the service of God, without deep 
searchings of heart, The fountains of sin 
need to be broken up. In a true revival, 
Christians are always brought under such 
convictions: they see their sins in such a 
light, that often, they find it impossible to 
maintain a hope of their acceptance with God, 
It does not always go to that extent ; but there 
are always, in a genuine revival, deep convic- 
tions of sin, and often cases of abandoning all 
hope. 

««2, Backslidden Christians will be brought 
to repentance. A revival is nothing else than 
a new beginning of obedience to God. Just 
as in the case of a converted sinner, the first 
step is a deep repentance, a breaking down of 
heart, a getting down into the dust before God, 
with deep humility, and forsaking of sin. 

«3. Christians will have their faith re- 
newed. While they are in their hackslidden 
state, they are blind to the state of sinners. 
Their hearts are as hard as marble. The 
truths of the Bible only appear like a dream, 
They admit it to be all true; their conscience 
and their judgment assent to it, but their faith 
does not see it standing out in bold relief, 
in all the burning realities of eternity. But 


when they enter into a revival, they no longer 


see men as trees walking, but they see things 


in that strong light which will renew the love 


of God in their hearts. This will lead them 


to labour zealously to bring ethers to him; 
they will feel grieved that others do not love 
God, when they love him so much; and they 
will set themselves feelingly to persuade their 
neighbours to give him their hearts.- So their 
love to man will be renewed; they will be 
filled witha tender and burning love for souls ; 
they will have a longing desire for the salva- 
tion of the whole world ; they will be in an 
agony for individuals whom they want to have 
saved—their friends, relations, enemies ; they 
will not only be urging them to give their 
hearts to God, but they will carry them to 
God in the arms of faith, and with strong 
crying and tears, beseech God to have mercy 
on them, and save their souls from endless 
burnings. 

“«“4. A revival breaks the power of the 
world and of sin over Christians. It brings 
them to such vantage ground, that they get a 
fresh impulse towards heaven: they have a 
new foretaste of heaven, and new desires 
after union to God, and the charm of the 
world is broken, and the power of sin over- 
come, 

«©5, When the churches are thus awakened 
and reformed, the reformation and salvation 
of sinners will follow, going through the same 
stages of conviction, repentance, and reforma- 
tion. Their hearts will be broken down and 
changed. Very often the most abandoned 
profligates are among the subjects. MHarlots, 
and drunkards, and infidels, and all sorts of 
abandoned characters, are awakened and con- 
verted ; the worst part of human society are 
softened and reclaimed, and made to appear 
as lovely specimens of the beauty of holiness.” 
pp: 6, 7. 

«Revivals were formerly regarded as mi- 
racles; and it has been so by some even in our 
day ; and others have ideas on the subject so 
loose and unsatisfactory, that if they would 
only think, they would see their absurdity, 
For a long time, it was supposed by the church, 
that a revival was a miracle, an interposition 
of divine power, which they had nothing to 
do with, and which they had no more agency 
in producing, than they had in producing 
thunder, or a storm of hail, or an earthquake. 
It is only within a few years that ministers 
generally have supposed revivals to be pro- 
moted by the use of means designed and adapt- 
ed specially to that object. Even in New 
England, it has been supposed that revivals 
came just as showers do, sometimes in one 
town, and sometimes in another, and that 
ministers and churches could do no more to 
produce them than they could to make showers 
of rain come on their own town, when they 
are falling on a neighbouring town. ; 


“Tt used to be supposed, that a revival - 


would come about once in fifteen years, and 
all would be converted that God intended to 
save, and then they must wait until another 


crop came forward on the stage of life, Fi- 
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nally, the time got shortened down to five | duty to come before; God had no delight 


years, and they supposed there might be a re- 
vival about as often as that, 

“‘] have heard a fact in relation to one of 
these pasturs, who supposed revivals might 
come about once in five years. There had 
been a revival in his congregation; the next 
year there was a revival in a neighbouring 
town, and he went there to preach, and staid 
several days, till he got his soul all engaged 
in the work. He returned home on Saturday, 
and went into his study to prepare for the 
Sabbath, And his soul was in an agony; he 
thought how many adult persons there were 
in his congregation, at enmity with God—so 
many still unconverted—so many persons die 
yearly—such a portion of them unconverted 
—if a revival does not come under five years, 
so many adult heads of families will be in 
hell. He put down his calculations on paper. 
and embodied them in his sermon for the next 
day, with his heart bleeding at the dreadful 
picture. As I understoodit, he did not do this 
with an expectation of a revival, but he felt 
deeply, and poured out his heart to his people ; 
and that sermon awakened forty ‘heads of 
families, and a powerful revival followed ; and 
so his theory about a revival once in five years 
was all exploded.’’—pp. 10,11. 


In the lecture on prevailing prayer, 
Mr. Finney justifies intensity of feeling, 
and its effects upon the corporeal frame, 

. by referring to the unequalled importance 
of the blessings which are desired, and 
to the scriptural declaration that “as soon 
as Zion travailed she brought forth her 
children.” 


“<People sometimes wonder at Christians 
having such feelings. Wonder at what? 
Why, at the natural, and philosophical, and 
necessary results of deep piety towards God, 
and deep benevolence towards man, in view 
of the great danger they see sinners to be in. 

“The soul of a Christian, when it is thus 
burdened, must have relief. God rolls this 
weight upon the soul of a Christian, for the 
purpose of bringing him near to himself. 
Christians are often so unbelieving, that they 
will not exercise proper faith in God, till he 
rolls this burden upon them, so heavy that 
they cannot live under it, and then they must 
go to God for relief. It is like the case of 
many a convicted sinner; God is willing to 
receive him at once, if he will come right to 
him, with faith in Jesus Christ ; but the sin- 
ner will not come; he hangs back, and strug- 
gles, and groans under the burden of his sins, 
and will not throw himself upon God, till his 
burden of conviction becomes so great that he 
can live no longer; and when he is driven 
to desperation as it were, and feels as if he 
was ready to sink into hell, he makes a 
mighty plunge, and throws himself upon 

-God’s mercy as his only hope. It was his 


. 
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in his distress, for its own sake; it was only 
the sinnev’s obstinacy that created the neces- 
sity for all this distress ; he would not come 
without it. So, when the professors of re- 
ligion get loaded down with the weight of 
souls, they often pray again and again, and 
yet the burden is not gone, nor their dis- 
tress abated, because we have never thrown 
it all upon God in faith, But they can’t 
get rid of the burden; so long as their be- 
nevolence continues, it will remain and in- 
crease, and, unless they resist and quench 
the Holy Ghost they can get no relief, until at 
length, when they~are driven to extremity, 
they make. a desperate effort, roll the burden 
off upon the Lord Jesus Christ, and exercise a 
childlike confidence in him. They then feel 
relieved ; then they feel as if the soul they 
were praying for would be saved. The bur- 
den is gone, and God seems in kindness to 
soothe down the mind, to feel a sweet assu- 
rance that the blessing will be granted. Often, 
after a Christian has bad this struggle, this 
agony in prayer, and has obtained relief in this 
way, you will find the sweetest and most hea- 
venly affections flow out—the soul rests sweetly 
and gloriously in God, and rejoices ‘‘ with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory.” 

“* Do any of you think now, that there are 
no such things in the experience of believers ? 
I tell you, if I had time, I could show you 
from President Edwards; and other approved 
writers, cases-and descriptions just like this. 
Do youask why we never have such things here 
in New York ? I tell you, it is not at all be- 
cause you are so much wiser than Christians 
are in the country, or because you have so 
much more intelligence or more enlarged views 
of the nature of religion, ora more stable and 
well regulated piety, I tell you no ; instead 
of priding yourselves in being free from such 
extravagances, you ought to hide your heads, 
because Christians in New York are so worldly, 
and have so much starch, and pride, and fa- 
shion, that they cannot come down to such 
spirituality as this. I-wish it could be so; oh, 
that there might be such a spirit in this city, 
and inthis church! I know it would make a 
noise if we had such things done here ; but I 
would not care for that ; let them say if they 
please, that the folks in Chatham Chapel are 
getting deranged ; we need not be afraid of 
that, if we could live near enough to God 
to enjoy his Spirit in the manner I have de- 
scribed. 

“These effects of the spirit of prayer upon 
the body, are themselves no part of religion; 
it is only that the body is oftenso weak that 
the feelings of the soul overpower it. ‘These 
bodily effects are not at all essential to pre- 
vailing prayer, but only a natural or physical 


result of highly excited emotions of the mind. 


It is not at all unusual for the body to be 
weakened and even overcome by any power- 
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ful emotion of the mind, on other subjects be- 

sides religion. The doorkeeper of Congress, | 
in the time of the revolution, fell down dead | 
on the reception of some highly cheering in- 

tellizence. I knew a woman in Rochester | 
who was in a great agony of prayer for the 

conversion of her son-in-law. One morning 

he was at an anxious meeting, and she re- 

mained at home praying for him. At the 

close of the meeting he came home a convert, 

and she was so rejoiced that she fell down and 

died on the spot. It is no more strange that 

these effects should be prodaced by religion, 

than by strong feeling on any other subject ; 

it is not essential to prayer, but the natural 

result of great efforts of the mind,’’—pp, 51 

— 53. 

Many remarkable instances are given 
of individual exertion for the conversion 
of sinners, and of the efficacy of prayer, 
though mingled with much that is quite 
foreign to our habits. 


“Take afact which was related in my 
hearing, by a minister. He said, that in a 
certain town there had been no revival for 
many years; the church was nearly run out, 
the youth were all unconverted, and desolation 
reigned unbroken. There lived in a retired 


part of the town, an aged man, a blacksmith 
by trade, and of so stammering a tongue that 
it was painful to hear him speak, On one 
Friday, as he was at work in his shop alone, 
his mind became greatly exercised about the 
state of the church, and of the impenitent ; 
his agony became so great, that he was induced 
to lay by his work, lock the shop door, and 
spend the afternoon in prayer. 

«He prevailed, and on the Sabbath called 


on the minister, and desired him to appoint a 
conference meeting. After some hesitation, 
the minister consented, observing, however, 
that he feared but few would attend. He ap- 
pointed it the same evening, at a large private 
house. Whenevening came, more assembled 
than could be accommodated in the house. 
All was silent for a time, until one sinner 
broke out in tears, and said, if any one could 
pray he begged him to pray for him. Another 
followed, and another, and still another, until 
it was found that persous from every quarter 
of the town were under deep conviction. And 
what was remarkable was, that they all dated 
their conviction at the hour when the old man 
was praying in his shop.. A powerful revival 
followed. Thus this old stammering man 
prevailed, and as a prince, had power with 
God. I could name multitudes of similar 
cases, but, for want of time, must conclude 
with a few.”—pp. 55, 56, : 

-- “This sort of experience, I know, is less 
‘common in cities than it is in some parts of 
the country, because of the infinite number of 


_ things to divert the attention, and grieve the 


‘Spirit in cities. Ivhave had much opportunity 
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to know how it has been in some sections, [ 
was acquainted with an individual who used 
to keep a list of persons that he was especially 
concerned for; and I have had the oppor- 
tunity to know a multitude of persons for 
whom he became thus interested, who were 
immediately converted. I have seen him 
pray for persons on his list, when he was 
literally in an agony for them ;. and have 
sometimes known him call on some other 
person to help him pray for suchaone. I 
have known his mind to fasten thus on an in- 
dividual of hardened, abandoned character, 
and who could not be reached in any ordinary 
way. In-a town in the north part of this 
state, where there was a revival, there was a 
certain individual, who was a most violent and 
outrageous opposer. He kept a tavern, and 
used to delight in swearing at a desperate 
rate, whenever there were Christians within 
hearing, on purpose to hurt their feelings. 
He was so bad, that one man said, he believed 
he should have to sell his place, or give it 
away, and move out of town, for he could not 
live near a man that sware so. This good 
man that I was speaking of, was passing 
through the town, and heard of the case, and 
was very much grieved and distressed for the 
individual. He took him on his praying list. 
The case weighed on his mind when he was 
asleep and when he was awake. He kept 
thinking about him, and praying for him for 
days. And the first we knew of it, this un- 
godly may came into a meeting, and got up 
and confessed his sins, and poured out. his 
soul, His bar-room immediately became the 
place where they held prayer meetings. In 
this manner the Spirit of God leads individual 
Christians to pray for things which they would 
not pray for, unless they were led by the 
Spirit. And thus they pray for things “ ac- 
cording to the will of God.” pp. 77, 78. 

«¢ In visiting families, instead of calling all 
the family together at the same time to be 
talked to, the better way is to see them all one 
at a time. There was a case of this kind. 
Several young ladies, of a proud, gay, and 
fashionable character, lived together in a 
fashionable family, Two men were strongly 
desirous to get the subject of religion before 
them, but were at a loss how to accomplish it, 
for fear they would all combine, and counter- 
act or resist every serious impression. © At 
length they took this course. 
and sent up their card to one of the young 
ladies by name. She came down, and they 
conversed with her on the subject of her sal- 


vation ; and as she was alone, she not only ~ 


treated them politely, but seemed to receive 
the truth with seriousness. ) 


conversed with every one separately. In a 


| little time they were all, I believe, every one, 


They called, - 


A day or two 
after, they called in like manner, on another, — 


; 
a 
ig 


| and then on another, and so on, till they had_ 
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be, for then they could not keep each other 
in countenance, And then the impression 
made on one was followed up with the others ; 
so that one was not left to exert a bad influ- 
ence over the rest. 

‘« There was a pious woman who kept a 
boarding house for young gentlemen; she 
had twenty-one or two of them in her family ; 
and at length she became very anxious for 
their salvation. She made it a subject of 
prayer, but saw no seriousness among them. 
At length she saw that there must be some- 
thing done besides praying, and yet she did 
not know what to do. One morning after 
breakfast, as they were retiring, she asked one 
of them to stop a few minutes. She took him 
to her room, and conversed with him tenderly 
on the subject of religion, and prayed with 
him. She followed up the impression made, 
and pretty soon he was hopefully converted. 
Then there were two, and they addressed an- 
other, and prayed with him, and soon he was 
prepared to join them. Then another, and 
so on, taking one at a time, and letting none 
of the rest know what was going on, so as not 
to alarm them, till every one of these young 
men were converted to God. Now, if she 
had brought the subject before the whole of 
them together, very likely they would have 
turned it all into ridicule ; or perhaps they 
would have been offended, and left the house ; 
and then she could have had no further in- 
fluence over them. But taking one alone, and 
treating him respectfully and kindly, he had 
no such motive for resistance as arises out 
of the presence of others.” p. 140. 


In the Lecture on Hindrances to Re- 
vivals, Mr. Finney specifies a great 
number of indiscretions, through which 
incipient revivals have been cut short, 
and prosperous churches have relapsed 
into lethargy. One or two passages are 
especially deserving of attention. 


“¢ The revival will stop when the church get 
exhausted by labour. Multitudes of Christians 
commit a great mistake here in the time of 
revival, They are so thoughtless, and have 
so little judgment, that they will break up all 
their habits of living, neglect to eat and sleep 
at the proper hours, and let the excitement 
run away with them, so that they overdo their 
bodies, and are so imprudent that they soon 
become exhausted, and it is impossible for 
them to continue in the work. Revivals often 
cease, and declensions follow, from negli- 
gence and imprudence, in this respect, on the 
part of those engaged in carrying them on.” 
P. 256. re 

“The Spirit may be grieved by a spirit of 
boasting of the revival. Sometimes, as soon as 

a revival commences, you will see it blazed 
cout in the newspapers, And most commonly 
this will kill the revival. There was a case 
in a neighbouring state, where a revival com- 
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menced, and instautly there came out a letter 
from the pastor, telling that he had a revival, 
1 saw the letter, and said to myself, That is 
the last we shall hear of this revival. And 
su it was. In a few days, the work totally 
ceased. And such things are not uncommon. 
I could mention cases and places, where 
persons have published such things, as to puff 
up the church, and make them so proud that 
little or nothing more could be done for the 
revival. 

“Some, under pretence of publishing things 
to the praise and glory of God, have pub- 
lished things that savoured so strongly of a 
disposition to exalt themselyes, have made 
their own agency to stand out so conspicu- 
ously, as was evidently calculated to make an 
unhappy impression, At a protracted meet- 
ing held in this church, a year ago last fall, 
there were five hundred hopefully converted, 
whose names and places of residence we knew. 
A considerable number of them joined this 


church, Many of them united with other 
churches. Nothing was said of this in the 
papers. I have several times been asked why 


we were so silent on the subject. I could 
only reply, that there was such a tendency to 
sclf-exaltation in the churches, that I was 
afraid to publish anything on the subject. 
Perhaps I erred. But I have so often seen 
mischief done by premature publications, that 
I thought it best to say nothing about it. In 
the revival, in this city, four years ago, so 
much was—said in the papers, that appeared 
like self-exaltation, that 1 was afraid to publish. 
I am not speaking against the practice itself, 
of publishing accounts of revivals, but the 
manner of doing it is of vast importance. If 
it be done so as to excite vanity, it is al- 
ways fatal to the revival.” pp. 257, 258. 


Could we spare the paper, it would 
afford us pleasure to lay before our rea- 
ders many parts of the Lectures on the 


| manner in which the gospel should be 


preached to sinners, on the ways in 
which churches should co-operate with 
their ministers, on the administration of 
false comfort to inquirers, and on the 
methods by which young conyerts should 
be trained for usefulness. For these 
we must however refer to the work itself, 
which will amply repay the pastors and 


intelligent members of our churches for» 


a careful examination. of its contents. 
It appears that twelve thousand copies 
have been sold in America, and we shall 
be happy to find, that it is extensively 
circulated here. t 
it requires to be read with a discrimina- 
ting and cautious mind. There is much 
that is romantic, and much that is crude, 
blended with much spiritual wisdom and © 
holy ardour. The churches in the Uni- 


Yet we must add, that 


oe 
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ted States are themselves divided.in opi- 
nion respecting the comparative adyan- 
tages and disadvantages of such revivals 
as it advocates. The districts in which 
American society most nearly resembles 
society in Britain are the districts in 
which these extraordinary measures are 
least approved by pious and judicious 
observers. Prudent men will not hastily 
adopt every principle or every practice 
which it recommends, but the spirit 
which it breathes is excellent, and of the 
innumerable suggestions which it offers, 
there are many of great practical value. 


A Greek and English Lexicon of the New Tes- 
tament. By EDwarpD RoBinson, D.D., 
late Professor Extraordinary of Sacred 
Literaturein the Theological Seminary, An- 
dover. A new and improved edition, re- 
vised by ALEXANDER NEGRIS, late Secre- 
tary General (1824) at Missolonght, Pro- 
fessor of Greek Literature ; Editor of Hero- 
dotus, Pindar, Xenophon’s Anabasis, and the 
Orations of Aschines and Demosthenes for 
the Crown ; author of a Grammar of the 
Modern Greek Language ; a Dictionary of 
Modern Greek Proverbs, &c., &c. ; and by 
the Rev. JoHN DunCAN, A. M., of Milton 
Church Glasgow. Edinburgh : 1838. 8yo. 
pp. 874. Price 25s. Cloth. 


Greek Lexicons, especially Lexicons 
expressly devoted to the elucidation of 
the New Testament, are works of im- 
mense importance to the best interests of 
the Christian church. If they are com- 
piled by men of inferior erudition, the 
students of theology who use them will 
be unskilful expounders of the inspired 
documents, and feeble defenders of re- 
vealed truth. If they proceed from men 
whose learning is profound, but whose 
religious opinions are erroneous, a bias 
will operate, first on the compiler, and 
then through him on the scholar who re- 
sorts to him for guidance. The influ- 
ence exerted on the judgment of an 
earnest investigator of the New Testa- 
ment by a Lexicon of this description 
will be in proportion to his diligence in 
its use. A man who is determined to 
drink in heavenly wisdom pure from its 
source and form his opinions indepen- 
dently, who repudiates creeds and 
theological systems, and is on his guard 
against the dictation of professed com- 
mentators, may yet be misled insensibly, 


the Lexicographer whose work is 
habitually on his table. Perfect im- 
partiality is unattainable ; there must be 
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an inclination towards spiritual ortowards 
carnal theology in the breast of every 
man who attempts to elucidate biblical 
questions. It is therefore of indes- 
cribable importance that the compilers 
of Greek and Hebrew dictionaries 
should be both men of learning and 
men of piety. 

The general advance of literary know- 
ledge, and the profundity of research 
which has been applied to biblical 
criticism during the last forty years, 
have caused the luminaries of the 
eighteenth century to undergo a kind of 
eclipse. Patient and laborious German 
scholars have amassed treasures appli- 
cable to the illustration of the word of 
God, of which the ministers of the gospel 
in this country have laudibly sought to 
avail themselves. It would be most un- 
grateful to depreciate the works of 
Schleusner; yet who among our readers 
has used his Lexicon in Novum Testa- 
mentum, without lamenting the want of 
sympathy with the evangelical senti- 
ments of the apostolic writers which are 
frequently apparent in his interpreta- 
tions? The German philologists whose 
subsequent researches and _ scientific 
arrangements have taken from Schleus- 
ner a part of his popularity, are, in 
general, theologians of the same anti- 
evangelical school. 

We rejoice therefore, that a man so 
well qualified for the undertaking both 
by piety and literary eminence as Dr. 
Robinson, should have produced a work 
which, though it does not wholly super- 
sede that of Schleusner, may serve in 
many cases as a substitute for it, and in 
others as a corrective. Dr. Robinson 
has rendered previous service to theology 
by editing the American Biblical Re- 
pository, and translating the “ Clavis 
Philologica” of Wahl. 

‘But in the lapse of eight years devoted 
to studies of this nature at home and abroad, 
the author’s own views and principles in 
respect to lexicography and philology in gene- 
ral, had naturally become farther developed 
and in some parts modified. In the same in- 
terval too, the progress of science in this de- 
partment, as in others, had not ceased to be 
onward ; new editions of the Lexicon of 
Wahl and Bretschneider had appeared ; 
Winer had pushed his researches further, and 
brought the results into a better form; and 


iat é : en | above all, the labours and i : 
and injured irreparably, by the bias of | Pasow k seater we tie 8 


Passow had been spread before the world. 


| In this state of things, an attempt merely to 


remodel an imperfect foreign work seemed 
hardly advisable, Tt appeared therefore to 


———————— 
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the author and his friends decidedly pre- 
ferable, that, calling no man master on earth, 
he should go on and prepare from the New 
Testament itself, and from the auxiliary 
sources, a new and independent work, adapt- 
ed to the wants of students in our own coun- 
try. In doing this, he has been able to resort 
to all the sources from which Schleusner, and 
Wahl, and Bretschneider, drew their mate- 
rials ; and while he has freely availed him- 
self of their labours, he has found occasion 
on every page to distrust their judgment and 
accuracy, and to turn from them habitually 
to the original authorities; accordingly, the 
present volume is, throughout, the result of 
the author’s own investigations; and, with a 
few slight exceptions, hag been sent to the 
press wholly in manuscript.” 


It will render some assistance to a 
reader who wishes to form a judgment 
of the work, in comparison with others, 
if we take a single word, and give the 
article upon it which we find in the 
Lexicons of Robinson, Schleusner, and 
Parkhurst. We select the important 
word Azodtrpworc, which in the common 
version is generally rendered Redemp- 
tion. 

PARKHURST. 

AmoduTpweie, Loc, Att. ewe, 7, from azro- 
AuTpow, to redeem as a captive, which from 
amo from, and AuTe0w, to redeem. 

I. Redemption, as of a captive from captivity. 

II. In the N.T. it denotes figuratively the 
spiritual redemption of men by the blood of Christ 
From the bondage of sin and death. See Rom, 
iii, 24, viii, 23. 1 Cor. i. 30. Eph. i. 7. iv. 
30. Heb, ix. 15. 

Ill. Deliverance from temporal persecution 
or death. occ. Luke xxi. 28. Heb. xi. 35. 
The LXX. have-used the v. avodvrpow for 
Heb. typ to redeem, Exod, xxi, 8, which see ; 
and for bn to vindicate, Zeph. iii. 1. 


SCHLEUSNER, 
~ 7ATIOAY'TPOSIS, ewe, 7}. 


“In notione 


hujus vocis in N,'I’, constituenda etymologia 


plane negligenda videtur. Negari quidem 
non potest, hance vocem proprie. 

1. Notare redemtione ejus, qui captivus deti- 
netur, sive bello, sive alio captus sit modo, que 
fit per pretii solutionem, quo sensu verbum 
droAvtpow legitur haud raro in Seriptt. Gr. 
Hesych. drohiTpwow' aroXvaty, coll. Hom. 
Iliad, XXII. 50 (conf. infra sub hurpoy et 
AvTpdw) ; sed in N.T, libris hoc substantivum, 
at omnia vocabula, a Avrooyr derivata, 


2. de quavis liberatione et vindicatione, etiam 


que fit absque solutione alicujus pretit, adhibetur, 
ad imitatione Hebraici, 7] cui Avrpow pro- 
prie respondet, sed ab Alexandrinis per d7o- 
hurpdw, Exod. xxi. 8. pdw, Jub v. 20. Ps, 
Ixviii. 18. et cwZw, Job xxxiii, 28. Tes. i, 27 
redditar, Sicin N.T. speciatim drohdrpworg 
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a) liberationem a malis, periculis et persecutioni- 
bus notat. Luc. xxi. 28. dedru ty yiZer 1) azro- 
ABTPwWotg UpGy jam instat vestra liberatio a 
persecutionibus Judeorum. Hebr. xi. 35. oz 
moocdekdpevor THY dmohUTpwoty non 
utebantur concessa ipsis potestate eflugiendi 
hec mala. 3) liberationem ab hoe corpore, mi- 
sertis et malis presso, ita, ut vel omittatur, Tov 
owmaroc, vel addatur. Rom. viii. 23. aden. 
Oexdpevor THY drodki’TPwoW TOU owpLaTOE 
4G expectantes liberationem ab hoc corpo- 
re nostro. Ephes. i. 14. &i¢ drodUTpwowy 
THC WEiTOLnTEWC, i. gq. EiC MEPAaY aTO- 
AvTOwoEW.. ib. iv. 30. usque ad tempus, quo 
Deos Christianos ab hoc corpore liberabit. 
y) liberationem a culpa et pana peccatorum, 
expiutionem peccatorum. Rom. iii, 24. dua 
THC adrokvTpwWoEWe THC tv XpLoTH Inoow 
per liberationem a penis divinis per mortem 
Christi cruentam factam, Eph. i. 7. drodv- 
TOwWotc cum &pEeoic THY apapTiy permuta- 
tur. Heb. ix. 15. cic droAvTpwow Toy émi 
TY Tpwry Ovadhky rapaBdoewy ad expianda 
peccata, que ante conversionem ad religionem 
Christianam commiserant. Alb. Gloss. N.T. 
p. 97. dodvTpwoewc’ apéoewc. ibid, p. 
103. dmotrpwow* droKardoracwy. 

3. tlle ipse, cui liberationem a malis, a culpa 
et pana peccatorum debemus. 1 Cor. i. 30. 
Xpuorde eyevnjOn Hpuy drorAbTPworc Christus 
factus est nobis causa, seu auctor remissionis 
peccatorum. Cf. Suicer. Thes. Eccles. T. T, 
p. 463, = 


ROBINSON; 


*ArrohUTpwotc, ewe, 1), (d7rohuTpdw to let 
go free for a ransom, Sept. for iT7D Ex. xxi. 
8. Diod. Sic, 18, 24) redemption, i. e. 

a) deliverance sc. on account of a ransom 
paid ; spoken of the deliverance from the 
power and consequences of sin, which Christ 
procured for his followers by laying down his 
life-as a ransom, AvTpov, cf, Matt. xx. 28. 
So Rom. iii, 24, Eph. i. 7,14. Col. i. 14, 
Heb. ix. 15. By meton. 1 Cor. i.30.—Comp. 
Acts xx. 28. Col. i.13. Heb. ii. 14. John xii. 
31.—Clem. Alex. Strom. 7. 10. 

b) deliverance simply, the idea of a ransom 
being dropped; e. g. from calamities and 
death, Luke xxi, 28. Heb. xi. 35. So of the 
soul from the body, as its prison, Rom. viii. 
23. Eph. iv, 30, Comp. Rom, vii. 24. 
Wisd, ix, 15. 


An edition of this work was published 
last year in London, under the super- 


intendence of Dr. Bloomfield, which de- 
served and received commendation in 


the Baptist Magazine and in other peri- 


odicals. Dr. Robinson himself, however, 
regretted that it had not been given to 
the British public as he had given it to 
the American, but that alterations were 
made which were opposed to his wishes 
and judgment. The present edition, for 


156 


which we are indebted to the spirited | 
publisher of the Biblical Cabinet, has | 
been revised by two gentlemen of great | 
eminence, who have confined them- 
selves to the appropriate work of editors. 
The publisher observes :— 

“« Accuracy in a work of this description is 
of the last importance, and the publisher, 
under a due sense of this, feels great satis- 
faction in having secured, for this edition, the 
assistance of two gentlemen, eminently quali- 
fied in point of learning and carefulness, to 
secure this important object. Mr. NEGRIS, 
isa native of Greece, and already well known 
in the classical world by his labours in the 
field of Greek literature, more especially by 
his editions of Pindar, Xenophon, and Hero- 
dotus. The accuracy and the learning which, 
by universal consent, he has exhibited in 
editing these authors, afford ample guarantee, 
that whatever the most scrupulous care and 
intimate acquaintance with his native lan- 
guage can effect, has, in this edition of 
Robinson’s Greek Lexicon, been secured. 

«“‘ The Hebrew has been revised and cor- 
rected with most rigid and scrupulous atten- | 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


tion, by the Rev. J. Duncan, of Milton 
Church, Glasgow; who, besides other im- 
provements, has also inserted many valuable 
additions, both critical and _ theological. 
These, to distinguish them from the original 
matter, he has, for the most part, inserted 
between brackets.” 


For our own-use, we prefer this edi- 
tion to any other that has yet appeared. 
The typography is beautiful, and con- 
sidering the extent of the work and the 
expensiveness of Greek and Hebrew 
printing, the price is remarkably low. 
And, though we do not think the work 
faultless, though we discern some traces 
of theological bias in the article upon 
the word baptizo, and though we should 
be sorry to part with our Schleusner, we 
regard this Lexicon as a valuable addi- 
tion to philological science, and on the 
whole the best Lexicon upon the New 
Testament which a student could pur- 
chase who might find it necessary te 
confine himself to one. 
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National Education, the Question of Questions ; 
being an Apology for the Bible in Schools for 
the Nation: with remarks on the Centraliza- 
tion and the Voluntary Sucieties, and Brief 
Notes on Lord Brougham’s Bill, By HENRY 
DUNN, Secretary of the British and Foreign 
School Society. 1838. 8vo. pp. 52. Price 1s. 


Mr. Dunn’s object is to show ‘ that,- if 
Government interfere at all in the education 
of the people, it must do so rather by aiding 
and promoting voluntary efforts than by cen- 
tralization and direct control ; that education, 
in order to be useful, must be moral and re- 
ligious, without being either sectarian or ex-- 
clusive ; and that the Bible is better adapted 
than any other book for general use in schools, 
its introduction without note or comment in- 
volving us in fewer difficulties, and offering 
greater advantages than any other plan that 
has yet been devised for the religious instruc- 
tion of the population.” Concurring in these 
propositions, we nevertheless stumble at the 
next sentence, in which he says, “if these 
points can be successfully established, the 

_ path of duty will be plain.” He is much 
a more successful in his illustration of the 
o danger that would arise from extended inter- 
ference on the part of government and of the 
_ paramount importance of the sacred volume 
to the young, than he is in pointing out a 
course which can be adopted by our rulers to 
educate the rising generation, consistent with 
sound principle and safe policy. 


The perusal _ 


of this pamphlet has done more to confirm 
than to remove our apprehension, that any 
measures which may be enacted by the legis- 
lature to promote national education, will be 
productive of a greater amount of evil than of 
good, 


The Poor Blacksmith made Rich, or “ Godli- 
ness profitable unto all Things: Being @ 


Detail of Facts and Reflections thereon. By 
the Rev. RICHARD KNILL. 12mo. pp. 12. 
An interesting narrative, told in Mr, 


Knill’s best manner. It sketches the career 
of a blacksmith who, in 1815, lost his business 
by opening his house for preaching in a 
benighted village, who persevered in exertions 
for the propagation of the gospel, and in 
overcoming evil with good, who has since 
built a chapel on the spot where he formerly E 
worked at the forge, and two other chapelsin 
the neighbourhood, who supports a preacher 
on the plains of India, who loves God and 
enjoys the bounties of his providence. It is 
adduced as an illustration of the importance 
of early piety, of the advantages of indus- 
trious habits, of the blessing of a pious and 
industrious wife, and of the honourable con- 
duct of a man who has gained every thing by _ 
his religion, and is doing every thing in his 
power to promote religion among others. 


The Fifth of November, or the Romish Apostacy _ 
contrasted with “ The Faith once Delivered 


is, ida) athe 


r 


BRIEF NOTICES. 157 


to the Saints” By ARTHUR B. Evans, 
D.D, London : Longman and Co, pp. 47. 


Feeling no sympathy whatever with the 
political hostility evinced by Churchmen 
against the Roman Catholics, we are never- 
theless ready to applaud every attempt made 
in the way of fair and scriptural argumenta- 
tion, to expose and refute their religious 
system. The present isan effort of this kind, 
and as far as it goes it is successful. We 
cannot however fully commend it, because it 
gives in some instances erroneous views of 
doctrinal truth, in its exposition of *‘ the faith 
once delivered to the saints.” 


Sunday Occupations. A New Story. By the 
Rev.C. MALan, DD. Translated from the 
French, pp. 80. Price 1s. 


Three friends, a merchant, one of his clerks 
and a medical student, disciples of the Sa- 
viour, were accustomed to meet at the house of 
a pious widow, on a Saturday evening, for 
prayer and consultation on the best means to 
promote the extension of the kingdom of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in the surrounding villages. 
On one of these occasions they are impressed 
with the duty of taking some active measures 
to this end, on the very next day. Accord~ 
ingly after divine service on the Sabbath, the 
four, taking separate routes, sally forth on 
their mission, determined te proclaim the 
name of Jesus to all they meet. The follow- 
ing Saturday each relates, in a lively manner, 
the course he pursued and the success which 
attended him, and they encourage one an- 
other to persevere in their work of faith and 
labour of love. The ingenuity displayed by 
these Christians of Geneva, may afford the 
British reader salutary hints in employing his 
talent, however humble, in his master’s ser- 
vice ; and may the spirit which actuated them, 
become more evident in all who profess to 
love and serve the Redeemer in our own be-~ 
loved country. 


Bible Quadrupeds: the Natural History of the 
Animals mentioned in Scripture. With six- 
teen Engravings by S. Williams, pp. -271. 
Price 5s. 


Utility and attractiveness are blended to- 
gether in this volume with unusual skill, It 
contains accounts of the peculiarities and habits 
of the domestic animals, the wild animals, and 
the beasts of prey referred toin the sacred books, 
so drawn up as at once to illustrate natural 
history, and the inspired text. Pertinent ex- 
tracts are given from ancient and modern 
writers, and facts are adduced which elucidate 
different portions of the scripture, but espe- 
cially the imagery of the prophets. The wood- 
cuts are excellent, and the whole will insure 


the approbation of the junior members of the | 


community, for whose use chiefly the work is 

intended. . 

The Female’s Advocate ; under the Superinten- 
VOL, I.—FOURTH SERIES, 


dence of the London Female Mission. No. 

I, 18mo., pp. 24. Price 2d. 

This is the first number of a small period= 
ical which is to be published monthly, with a 
special view to the interests of the female por- 
tion of the community, whose interests are, 
however, identified with our own. ‘The wife,” 
say the conductors, “the mother, the widow, 
the orphan girl, the daughter at home or in 
the world, in the circles of dissipation, in the 
humble occupations of female business, in do+ 
mestic servitude, and even in the outcast and 
forlorn condition to-which a departure from 
the paths of modesty and virtue may have re- 
duced her,—these will be the objects of our 
solicitude.” It is issued under the auspices 
of “The London Female Mission,” a society 
whose plans appear to be excellent, and whose 
object is certainly one that deserves the most 
extensive patronage. 

The Baptist Children’s Magazine. Vol. VI. 
New Series, 1837. Price ls. 


The numerous woodcuts, anecdotes, and 
pieces of simple poetry in this little volume, 
are highly calculated to interest and delight 
the junior members of our families, and at 
the same time to produce the best impressions 
on their minds, We doubt not that those 
who will procure this little monthly publica- 
tion for the perusal of their children. will 
find that the assurance in the preface is fully 
realized ; that editor, engraver, and printer, 
are determined to do their best to render 
their magazine deserving of the patronage of 
its numerous and increasing friends during 
the present year, 


Short Comments on every Chapter of the Holy 
Bible. Part I, 8vo. pp. 96. Price 1s, 


The commentary, derived principally from 
the expository writings of Henry and Scott, 
which was published by the Tract Society in 
six duodecimo volumes, is so abridged in the 
work of which this constitutes the first portion 
as to be comprised in one octavo. In this part 
there is, on the average, rather more than a 
page of comment to each chapter; and its 
brevity and practical character will commend 
it to many as a useful assistant in private or 
family worship. 


A Word in Season, or Comfort in Troublotis 
Times. By the Author of ‘‘ Thoughts in 
the Prospect of Death,”** Pastoral Letters,” 
&c, 1838, 18mo. pp. 48. : 


A plain and serious exhortation to pro- 
fessed Christians, calling upon them to expect 


trials, and to prepare for them. by cultivating ~ 


spiritual-mindedness. 
The Matin Bell. Price 6d. 

A well-meant attempt to awaken the self- 
complacent to an examination of their state 
and prospects ; but displaying more kindness 
of purpose than maturity of judgment. 


8vo. pp. 16, 


INTELL 


AMERICA. 
THE BIBLE SOCIETIES. 

A Quarterly Paper issued by “ The Ameri- 
can and Foreign Bible Society,” recently esta- 
blished by the Baptists of the United States, 
informs us that the Baptist Members of the 
Board of “The American Bible Society” have 
resioned their connexion with that institution. 
Their reasons for that act are embodied in a 
document toolong to be transferred to our 
pages. They review a series of discussions 
which issued in the determination of the 
original American Bible Society to encou- 
rage only such versions as conform in the 
principle of their translation to the common 
English version, and to require from Mis- 
sionary Boards requesting assistance, a de- 
claration that the versions they propose to 
circulate are executed in accordance with the 
above resolution. They remark that the sole 
object of this zesolution was to cut off from 
the patronage of the Society every transla- 
tion of the Scriptures in which baptizo is 
rendered to immerse, They assert that the 
Society has in these resolutions directly vio- 
lated its constitution, by adopting the English 
version as a standard, in any sense, for 
foreign translations. ‘‘We have already 
shown,” say they, ‘‘the actual purpose for 
which it was adopted, But we maintain that 
it cannot.consistently with the constitution, 
be assumed as a standard in any sense. The 
Society is bound, according ty its ability, to 
give to heathen nations rE worp or Gop, 
not of man—not adulterated by man. But, 
by this resolution, it declares its determina- 
tion never to give to any heathen nation, the 
entire word of God translated. 

“The principles on which a translation of 
the Scriptures should be made, have been 
thoroughly investigated, and he who has 
made them his study, will seldom be ata 
loss for a guide which he may follow with 
confidence. Were it deemed desirable to 
subject them to further examination, not for 
the purpose of controlling the conscience of 
the translator, but to furnish a grateful help 
in his labours, the best talents and learning of 
the age would have been honoured by being 
called to the service of the Society. But 
rejecting all these advantages, the Society 
adopts as its standard, a version executed 
-when the science of translation was imper- 
fectly understood, by men who were not per- 
mitted to follow implicitly even the light of 
their own age, The plea which has been 
urged in favour of this course, namely, that 
the common English version is by name 
adopted as the only one to be circulated in our 
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country, is not even a plausible defence. 
This is the exception, not the rule. 

«‘ Wherever there exists a‘ received ver- 
sion,’ though con/essedly imperfect, there are 
many reasons why it should be circulated in 
preference to a new and improved one. But 
if a new version is required, there can be but 
one sentiment in regard to it: ‘Let it be 
faithful.’ The mind spontaneously revolts 
at any measure which would debar the trans- 
lator from aiming at the highest attainable 
perfection in his holy work. How the Ame- 
rican Bible Society could deem it consistent 
with the obligations imposed by its constitu- 
tion to erect any such barrier, to require that 
the translator faithfully represent, not the 
inspired originals, but the peculiarities of 
King James’s version, is a problem which 
nothing can solve but a knowledge of the 
exigencies of the occasion. We commend the 
details of this transaction to the notice of the 
future historian of the church; he might 
otherwise be at a loss how to answer the 
inquiry, ‘ Into what strait were the managers 
of the American Bible Society driven, when 
they found themselves compelled to adopt the 
English version as the standard for their 
foreign translations? We respectfully ask 
whether he will be able to trace any analogy 
between this act of the Society, and the pre- 
ference given by the church of Rome to the 
Latin vulgate over the same inspired origi- 
nals ?” 

The document concludes thus: ‘* With 
this exposition of our views of the princi- 
ples on which the Society has resolved to act 
in an important department of its future la- 
bours, we resign the places which we hold in 
this Board. We believe we have justified 
to the world the assertion which we now 
make, that this separation has not been 
sought by us. We are compelled to with- 
draw from the society, whose labours we 
should still have esteemed it a privilege and 
an honour to share, had it continued faithful 
to its original principles.” 


The new Society prospers. Large meet- 


ings have been held in various parts of the 
United States, at which full concurrence has 
been expressed in its principles, and Auxil- 
iary Societies have been formed. Contribu- 
tions proceed in a very spirited manner. 
One gentleman, Mr.S. B. Munn, bas made a 
munificent donation of eight thousand dollars, 


|The ladies of Oliver Street Female Bible — 


Society, New York, have shown their 
‘respect for the Secretary of the Baptist 


Missionary Society in London, by a donation: 
| on his behalf, to the American and Foreign’ 


| Bible Society, of 150 dollars, constituting 


as? 


; 
b 
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him a Life Director. Whether the Society 
shall engage in the work of Home distribu- 
tion, or confine itself to Foreign operations, 
isa point not yet formally decided, but the 
current of opinion among its friends seems 
to have set in strongly im favour of unre- 
stricted exertion. 


DESTITUTE CHURCHES. 


We learn from the Christian Watchman, 
published in Boston, that there are in the 
United States more than 3000 Baptist 
churches without pastors. A correspondent 
says, ‘‘In looking over the statistics of the 
Baptist denomination in this country, I find 
over three thousand churches destitute of a 
pastor, two-thirds of which are, in all proba- 
bility, able to support one.” The editor 
combats some of the writer’s deductions 
from the fact, but does not impugn his pre- 
mises. In another part of the same number 
we find the following statement: ‘A sensi- 
ble writer in “The Baptist,” published at 
Nashville, Tenn., is advocating in a series 
of papers the formation of a Southern Home 
Missionary Society. In his fifth number, 
he states the following fact :—‘ One half of 
all our best qualified ministers in the south 
and south-west are engaged in secular con- 
cerns for the support of their families; and 
in consequence of this state of things, their 
influence is in a great degree lost to the 
church of Christ. The Baptists in this sec- 
tion of country have 3,590 churches, 1,974 
ministers, and 255,648 members; and ac- 
cording to our author, of all these churches, 
about 300 have preaching every Sabbath, 
500 have preaching once in two weeks, and 
the balance have only monthly preaching ; 
thus giving constant employment to not 
more than 1,200 preachers.” 


LETTER FROM THE BAPTIST UNION OF 
GREAT BRITAIN, TO THE MINISTERS 
AND MESSENGERS OF BAPTIST CHURCH- 
ES IN THE UNITED STATES. 


Dear Brethren, 

- In your profession of the faith of Christ ; 
in your solemn pledges of devotedness to 
his service, in your dependence on the 
operations of his Spirit; and, finally, in 
your practical vindication of Christian bap- 
tism from the misapplication and corruption 
to which it has been subjected, we feel that 
a basis is laid for a fellowship between us, 
more sacred and enduring than the interests 
of this transitory world can originate. 

We have often glorified God for the spe- 
cial tokens of his favour which have rested 
on you; we have heard with grateful joy of 
your zealous and increasing efforts to pro- 
mote his kingdom in the world; and we 
have experienced the kindlings of holy 


emulation and desire, while we have ex- 
claimed, Hast thou not a blessing for us, 
even for us, also, O Lord our God! Thus, 
dear brethren, admiration, not envy, thank- 
fulness on your account, not suspicion con- 
cerning you, has dwelt in our minds; and 
it was far from our expectation, that there 
should devolve on us the duty of remon- 
strance and entreaty, on account of any blot 
on your Christian character. 

To fulfil that unwelcome duty is our 
design in this communication. Receive it, 
brethren, as from those who profess toward 
you the sincerest friendship; a friendship 
that may not suffer sin to rest upon your 
souls, 

We have not been ignorant that slavery 
existed in the States; entailed, we are 
ashamed and humbled to acknowledge, by 
British influence, authority, and example. 
But we had, until of late, no conception of 
the extent to which multitudes of professing 
Christians in your land, by indifference, by 
connivance, by apology, or by actual parti- 
cipation, are implicated in it. 

The complete portraiture of slavery would 
be odious and revolting to the last degree; 
and though we do not accuse or suspect 
every proprietor of perpetrating all the 
wrongs to which the system leads, we are 
compelled to entertain the suspicion, that 
these wrongs are perpetrated to a fearful 
amount, even where professedly Christian 
owners are directly responsible. 

The slaves are regarded as the property 
of their masters. Their labour is no more 
available for their own benefit than is that 
of the beasts of the field for theirs. By the 
law they are reckoned as cattle. By some 
proprietors thousands are reared, and bought, 
and sold, with an entire disregard of every 
thing that raises man above the brute. 


| Their conjugal rites are exposed to melan- 


choly violation, and all their tender affec- 
tions to reckless outrage. And worst ofall, 


“their claim to feed upon immortal truth,” | 


to peruse for themselves the inspired word 
of God, is in the majority of the slave 
states resisted ; trampled upon by an enact- 
ment which prohibits their learning to read, 
and thus dooms them to the scantiest and 
most precarious supply of that knowledge 
which their immortal welfare demands, and 
which God has freely given for the benefit 
of all the world. i 
Such a system, brethren, must be fruitful 
of oppression, injustice, and crime. And 
yet among yourselves, your churches, your 


deacons, your pastors, this system finds” 


apologists, advocates, abetters; and una- 
bashed by the symbols of incarnate and 
redeeming love, it obtrudes itself even at 
the table of our dying Lord. 
Brethren, are these things sot Would 
to God we could doubt their reality! but 
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that. relief is denied us. Some of your 
provincial associations haye attempted,— 
alas, with what infatuation and dishonour! 
—to shield and extenuate the crime. Oh, 
brethren, how long shall this wickedness 
defile you? How long shall the cause of 
our common Christianity be dishonoured 
and injured by a vain attempt to place 
under its sanction a flagrant violation of 
the rights of man and the laws of God? 

Shall we be told that the question of sla- 
very is political, and therefore not cogni- 
zable before a Christian tribunal? We 
reply, that with what political considerations 
soever it may be complicated, it is as actu- 
ally existing among you essentially a moral 
guestion ; and that if slavery were purified 
from all that is unrighteous and antichris- 
tian, its most strenuous political defenders 
would abandon it. Moreover, we beseech 
you, brethren, not to suffer imaginary civil 
benefits to array themselves in hostility to 
paramount imperative moral obligations. 

Is it maintained that emancipation is 
encompassed with difficulties? Allowing 
their existence, we nevertheless believe 
that they may be greatly magnified by a 
worldly, selfish, distrustful spirit. Difi- 
culties in a righteous cause are but the tests 
of principle, and passive resistance against 
sin, even unto blood, is binding on every 
Christian. Bear with us, dear brethren, 
while in faithful affection we suggest what 
appears to us to be your duty. At what- 
ever cost, listen to the cries of the op- 
pressed, and vindicate their cause, already 
too long neglected; yield to the dictates of 
genuine philanthropy ; demand full scope 
for the word of God among your negro 
population. Seek the immediate repeal of 
the law which forbids slaves to read the 
tidings of salvation; and, meanwhile, let 
the iniquitous enactment be promptly and 
boldly disregarded; let the work of re- 
demption by Christ exert, without restraint, 
its equalizing, uniting influence within the 
precincts of the Lord’s house; there let the 
distinction between “bond and free” melt 
away and disappear. Let the pulpit so- 
lemnly utter the denunciations of the Al- 
mighty against those who build their houses 
by unrighteousness, and their chambers by 
wrong ; who use the service of their fellow- 
men without wages, and pay them not for 
their work. Let the slave-holder who may 
be found in your solemn assemblies hasten 
to proclaim liberty to his captives, or let 
his profession be distrusted, and his con- 
science be appealed to by the terrors of the 
Lord. Let your influence upon the local 
governments of those States which sanction 
slavery, be sacredly devoted to the cause of 
justice and of freedom. Endeavour to en- 


lighten the minds of your fellow-citizens, te 


that they may discountenance and forbid 
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the sanction which congress bestows on the 
imiquitous system. These things, brethren, 
are clearly and solemnly your duty. Arise, 
therefore, and gird yourselves to the work. 
You are summoned to this honourable ser- 
vice by Him who stands pledged to deliver 
the needy when he crieth, and to break in 
pieces the rod of the oppressor. Imbibing 
his benevolent spirit, and fulfilling his 
righteous commands, you may surely con- 
fide in his protection, and await his bless- 
ing. 

Soe amongst you, brethren, are entitled 
to our warmest affection and to our unre- 
served confidence, for you have enrolled 
your names in favour of prompt emanci- 
pation. May the band of philanthropists 
to which you have joined yourselves be 
strengthened, by daily accessions of the 
generous, the just, and the wise; till its 
moral influence, guided and impelled by the 
Almighty hand, shall bear down all oppo- 
sition. 

The man enslaved in your land attracts 
to himself the sympathy of benevolent 
minds. His efforts to regain freedom gain 
the approval of the just, while the generous 
will aid them, and all exult in their success. 
To the slave, and to the coloured partaker 
of his milder wrongs, we tender the ex- 
pression of our sympathy. We tell the 
bondmen of America to be of good courage, 
and to trust a righteous God, for that the 
day of their redemption draweth nigh. 
Whether their oppressors forward their 
emancipation, or resist it, they have an 
almighty Vindicator of their rights, who 
will utterly destroy a system which reckons 
an immortal being (though a freedman of: 
the Lord) amongst goods and chattels. The 
cries of uncompensated toil have entered. 
into the ears of the Lord God of Sabaoth, 
nor will they be heard in vain. 

If, as we cheerfully believe, thousands 
and ten thousands of our brethren in the 
United States long for the immediate and 
entire liberation of the enslaved, let them 
regard with encouragement the numerical 
power of the professing church of Christ in 
their land; a power that, while it may ani- 
mate to the most strenuous exertions, should 
create a most solemn sense of responsibility, 
lest the perpetuating of slavery should be 
fairly chargeable on the disciples of Christ. 
But above all, let the church’s moral power 
be consecrated to this noble and godlike 
service, and slavery shall speedily expire, 


smitten as with terror from the presence of: 
the Lord. ir 3:33 
(Signed) — J. H. Hinton, Chairman. 
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W. H. Murcn, D.D. 


JosepH BELCHER. 6 Secretaries. 


_ “EpWarp STEANE. 


Jan, 15, 1838. cieet ‘eens 


: 


INTELLIGENCE. «¢ 


EUROPEAN CONTINENT. 
SWITZERLAND,.—PERSECUTION OF BAPTISTS. 


The Baptists of the canton of Zurich are 
prosecuted as criminals by both the civil 
and ecclesiastical authorities, and condemned 
to heavy penalties, because they refuse to 
have their children baptized, to place them 
under the religious instruction of the pastors 
of the national church, and to send them to 
the school supported by the state. 

Archives du Christianisme, Feb. 10. 


SARDINIA.—ECCLESIASTICAL OPPRESSION. 

The King of Sardinia has just published a 
new civil code, Among the articles which 
concern religion, we remark the following :— 

“The Roman Catholic worship is ac- 
knowledged the religion of the state ; other 
modes of worship are only tolerated. 

«« The operations of the state are part of 
the inheritance of the church. In matters 
purely civil, it preserves the privilege of the 
ecclesiastical court, the jurisdiction over all 
matrimonial and beneficiary causes, 

«« Marriage must always be celebrated 
according to the rites and solemnities of the 
Catholic church. 

‘©The marriage of the king’s subjects in 
foreign countries can only be performed 
after the same forms. 

“¢ The ecclesiastical judge shall decide 
on the validity or nullity of marriages. 

“« Separation cannot take place, even by 
mutual agreement, without the authority of 
the ecclesiastical judge.” 

Thus are the Protestants of the kingdom 
of Sardinia, with regard to their civil condi- 
tion and their marriages, delivered over tothe 
good pleasure of the Roman clergy ; and we 
know well enough what is the good pleasure 
of these clergy when they have the power in 
their own hands. It is a retrograde leap into 
the seventeenth century. Experience has, 
however, proved that it is dangerous to walk 
backwards. It is well to know that the 
king who sanctions and publishes these arti- 
cles, received a part of his education at 
Geneva, in the house of a Protestant pastor, 
to whom he then manifested much respect 
and affection. 

Archives du Christianisme, Jan. 27. 


RESOLUTIONS OF THE BAPTIST BOARD ON 
COLONIAL APPRENTICESHIP. 
February, 20, 1838. 


That this Board regard colonial slavery, 
under every modification, as hostile to the 
British constitution, repugnant to the dic- 
tates of humanity, and utterly inconsistent 
with the whole spirit and precepts of the 


gospel of peace; and fee], therefore con- 


strained to express their deep abhorrence of 
the same, and their determination to aid the 
efforts which are now being made to effect 
the entire destruction of the horrid system. 
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That it is the full convicion of this Board 
that the Act of Abolition, passed by the 
British Legislature in 1833, has been per- 
verted imto an engine of oppression and 
cruelty ; and that every attempt to combine 
slavery and freedom, under the name of ap- 
prenticeship, must prove as mishievous in 
its consequences, as it is unsound and de- 
fective in principle. 

That it is the deliberate opinion of this 
Board, that no act short of complete, uncon- 
ditional, and immediate emancipation, can 
meet the claims of justice, humanity, and re- 
ligion; and they therefore most earnestly 
and emphatically call upon the members of 
their body generally, and upon their minis- 
terial brethren especially, to aid the exer- 
tions at present makine by the friends of 
the negroes to terminate the apprenticeship 
system’ on the first of August next. 

That a petition be presented to each House 
of Parliament, founded on the foregoing 
resolutions—that to the Lords, by Lord 
Brougham; and that to the Commons, by 
Dr. Lushington. 

That a copy of these resolutions be sent 
to the editor of the Baptist Magazine, with 
a request that they may be inserted in that 
work; and a copy to the Committee of the 
Central Negro Emancipation Society, 

Signed by the Chairman, 
F, Ax Cox, D.D, LL.D. 


LIST OF DEPUTIES. 


A list of the Committee of Deputies, 
appointed to protect the civil rights of the 
Three Denominations of Protestant Dis- 
senters, for the year 1837—8. 


CHarIrnMan, 
Henry Waymouth, Esq., 17, Bryanstone Sq. 
Depury-CHAIRMAN. 
Thomas Wilson, Esq., 12, Highbury Place. 
TREASURER. : 
J. Remington Mills, Esq., 30, Milk Street, 
Cheapside. : 
Black, William Henry, Esq., West Square, 
Southwark. 

Bousfield, Robert, Esq., 4, Newington Place, 
Kennington, : 
Brown, J. B., Esq., LL.D., 38, Bedford Pl. 
Challis, Thomas, Hsq., 34, Finsbury Square. 
Conder, Josiah, Esq., Bolt Court, Fleet St. 

East, Joseph, Esq., Walworth. 
Freeman, John, Esq., Millbank Row, 
Westminster. 
Gale, Samuel, Esq., Basinghall Street. 
Hale, William, Esq., Homerton. ; 
Hanbury, Benjamin, Esq., 138, Blackfriars. _ 
Road. 
Hankey, W. Alers, Esq., 7, Fenchurch St. 
Lee, Roger, Esq., Clapham Common. 
Leifchild, William, Esq. Baker Street, Enfield. 
Paxon, William, Esq. 9, Grays Inn Terrace. 
Peek, Richard, Esq., Little Easteheap. 
Pewtress, Phoeiedeped¢ Gracechureh St. 
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Piper, Thomas Esq., 173, Bishopsgate St. 
Wilks, Jobn, Esq., 3, Finsbury Square. 
Wilson, Joshua, Esq., 12, Highbury Place. 
Wire, David, Esq., 9, St. Swithin’s Lane, 
Wontner, Joseph, Esq., 15, Tibberton Sq. 
Islington. 
SecreTARY. 
Mr. Robert Fletcher, Solicitor, 1, Freeman’s 
Court, Cornhill. 


GROSVENOR CHAPEL, ST. SIDWELL’S, 
EXETER. 

Grosvenor chapel has been vested in trust 
with a view to the union of Independents 
and Baptists in congregational communion. 
It was opened for public worship on the 
13th of September last. Dr. Reed, of Lon- 
don, preached in the morning; and the Rev. 
Joseph Baynes, of Wellington (Baptist), in 
the evening. United prayer-meetings were 
held at half-past six in the morning, and at 
two in the same day, when several ministers 
of both denominations earnestly implored 
the divine blessing on this effort to extend 
the knowledge of the gospel, and the bene- 
fits of christian fellowship. 

The Revs. Dr. Payne of the Western 
Academy, J. Bristow, of Castle Street, J. 
Offord, of Bartholomew Street, P. Anstie, 
of South Street, and J. Petherwick, of High 
Street chapel, and several other ministers 
took part in the interesting engagements of 
the day, which closed with a solemn and af- 
fecting communion service attended by 
ministers and members of various churches 
in the city and neighbourhood, at which Dr. 
Reed presided. 

The expense of purchase of freehold 
ground, seventy-two feet by fifty-three, and 
erection of the buildings has not exceeded 
£1200. About £600 of this amount has 
been raised, and a debt bearing interest will 
remain until it can be liquidated by the aid 
of the religious public. Towards this object, 
donations will be thankfully received by 
Mr. Hellings, the minister of the place. 


TORQUAY. 


December 12th, 1837, the foundation 
stone of a chapel for a Baptist church in 
Torquay, Devonshire, was laid, with the 
hope of much usefulness in that interesting 
town. The ceremony was performed by a 
pious lady, in the presence of a numerous 
and respectable assembly. Three sermons 
were preached on the occasion. In the 
morning by Mr. Sprague, of Bovey Tracey; 
in the afternoon by Mr. Isaacs, of Bishop- 
steignton; in the evening by Mr. Wight- 
man, of Exmouth, Other ministers engaged 
in the devotional parts of the services. 


BRIDGWATER. | 
At Bridgwater, an impulse has been given 


to the ancient Baptist interest there, the re- 
sults of which, it is hoped, will prove to be 
highly gratifying and important. The old 
chapel, which had stood for nearly a century 
and a half, and which was inconveniently 
small for the congregation, and in a very di- 
lapidated state, was so much injured by the 
storms of the autumn of 1836, that it was 
deemed necessary to make some effort to re- 
build it. The set time had evidently come— 
for a fine spirit of enlarged liberality seemed 
poured out upon the friends of Sion. A large 
sum was speedily and cheerfully subscribed, 
and the work was commenced in the spring 
of 1837, when the foundation-stone was laid 
by the Rey. H, Trend, the present pastor of 
the church. 

The new edifice, though still in an unfi- 
nished state, owing, in part, to the severity of 
the weather, was nevertheless opened for 
divine worship on the 24th of January last, 
when appropriate sermons were delivered b 
the Rev. Spedding Curwen (Inde. )of Frome ; 
the Rev. Jos. Baynes, of Wellington ; and 
the Rev. J. M. Chapman, of Yeovil. And 
on the following Lord’s day, the pulpit was 
occupied by the Rey. W. Coombs, of Taun- 
ton; Rey. E. James, Independent minister 
of the town; and the Rev. W. Jones, of 
Cardiff. The congregations were crowded ; 
and the collections amounted to nearly £60. 

On the day of opening, the ministers and 
friends, to the number of about 180, dined, 
took tea, and supped together in the large 
school-room, which is in the basement of the 
chapel ; and thus spent a day, which, for 
the friendly intercourse and the high and 
holy spiritual enjoyment with which it was 
distinguished, will be long remembered with 
delight. 

The chapel, built under the superintend- 
ence of Mr. Edwin Down, of Bridgwater, 
Architect, has elicited universal approbation 
for the convenience of its arrangements, the 
beauty of its proportions, and the chaste sim- 
plicity ofits style. The whole expense, in- 
cluding £200 for the purchase of additional 
land, and also the cost of excavating the 
school-room, half the size of the chapel, and 
dressing-rooms, and-minister’s vestry behind, 
with gas-fittings, &c., will be £1700. To- 
wards this sum, the friends of the cause, by 
great, but cheerful efforts, haye raised more 
than £1000. The young people have heen 
particularly active, and are so still, collect- 
ing in small sums weekly, after the rate of 
thirty or forty pounds a year. 

Since the opening, the attendance both on 
Lord’s day and ‘week evenings, has been tru- 
yy gratifying ; and we have some pleasing in- _ 

ications that the Lord, having caused our 
temple to be‘re-built, is about to appear in 
his glory. May the glory of this latter house, _ 
be greater than that of the former! O Lord, 
we beseech thee, send now prosperity! 
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GREAT SAMPFORD. 

Mr. J. Heafford, late of Great Shelford, 
has accepted the unanimous invitation of the 
Baptist church, Great Sampford, Essex, to 
become their pastor, and entered upon his 
pastoral duties, Nov. 19, 1837, with pleasing 
prospects of usefulness. 


PORTSEA, 


On Wednesday, the 17th of January, the 
Rev. Charles Room, late of Park-street 
Chapel, London, was ordained pastor of the 
Baptist Church, Portsea, vacant by the re- 
moval of the Rev. C. E. Birt, to Broadmead, 
Bristol. The Rey. T. Tilly, of Forton, in- 
troduced the morning service by reading 
and prayer. The Rey. J. Neave, of South- 
sea, stated the nature of a gospel church; 
and the Rev. J. Shoveller related the steps 
which led to the present service, Mr. Room 
then gave a statement of his principles, and 
of the way in which, by the Iivine blessing, 
he intended to discharge his ministry among 
the people of his care. The Rey. Thomas 
Morris offered the ordination prayer; the 
Rev. B. H. Draper, of Southampton, gave an 
affectionate charge ; and the Rey. F. Trestrail, 
of Newport, closed the service with prayer. 
Fifty-eight ministers, and other gentlemen, 
afterwards dined together, when several in- 
teresting addresses were delivered on the 
best means of promoting a revival in the 
church of Christ. At the evening service 
the Rev. E. H. Burton, of Handport, read 
and prayed. The Rey. J. E. Good, of Gos- 
port, preached to the people; and the Rev. 
C. Room closed with prayer. The chapel 
was well attended in the morning, but in the 
evening it was overflowing—eleven hundred 
people were supposed to be present, and a 
large number was obliged to retire without 
admission. Ninety-two gentlemen met at 
supper, and several powerful speeches were 
made on the snbject of slavery, as it exists 
under the apprenticeship clause. In ad- 
dition to the above-mentioned ministers, the 
Rey. Messrs. Clay, Arnot, Tilly, Headden, 
Jones, Burnett, and Crossman, assisted in 
the ser~ices of the day. 


BURTON LATIMER. 


We are informed that the Rev. Joseph 
Ashford, late minister of Brittell-lane, and 
Secretary to the Staffordshire Mining Dis- 
trict Auxiliary to the Home Mission, has 
accepted the pastoral care of the Baptist 
Church, Burton Latimer, Northamptonshire. 


ee BOSTON. ; 

The Rev. Dr. Perrey informs us that he 
has resigned his ‘pastoral charge at Boston, 
and is open to invitations, 


RECENT DEATHS, 


REV. JOSHUA MARSHMAN, D.D. 


The apprehension was well founded which 
was expressed by the deputation of friends 
of the Serampore Mission, who met the 
Committee of the Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety last December, that Dr. Marshman 
hadalready entered into hisrest. His health 
had long been declining, and it appears 
that on the evening before that meeting, his 
body had been followed to the grave by the 
missionaries of all denominations in Cal- 
cutta. He died on the fifth of December, 
and was buried on the sixth at Serampore, 
in the ground in which the mortal remains 
of his colleagues had previously been laid. 
A letter will be found in our Correspon- 
dence, describing the closing scene of his 
history. He had completed his seventieth 
year in the previous April. 

Dr. Marshman arrived at Serampore, Oct. 
13, 1799, in company with Messrs. Grant, 
Brunsdon, and Ward. Mr. Grant died on 
the last day of the same month; Mr. Bruns- 
don in 1801, and Mr, Ward in 1823. Dr. 
Carey having been removed in 1834, we 
have now to record the decease of the last 
of a noble band, whose combined energies 
in promoting the welfare of India have been 
productive of good, the amount of which no 
created mind can calculate. 


REV. JOHN HINMERS, 


The Rey. John Hinmers, formerly pastor 
of the Baptist church at Oakham, died at 
Shrewsbury on the 20th of January last, in 
the sixty-fourth year of his age. A corre- 
spondent says, “ His life was marked with 
many changes. His views, at the period of 
his death, were strictly evangelical. His 
preaching, for the last twelve months, was 
lively and energetic. His last illness was 
not attended with pain; he gradually sank 
through weakness. His end was peace,” 


REV. G. FOSKITT, 


Pastor of the Baptist church at Blissworth, 
Northamptonshire, departed this life on the 
24th of February. 


MR. THOMAS BELSEY,. 


Died, on the 25th January, aged 28 years, 
Mr. Thomas Belsey, eldest son of the late 
Mr. Belsey, of Pedden, for some years the 
deacon of the Baptist Church meeting at 
Eythorn. Blessed with a religious educa- 
tion, he was ever taught to reverence the 
sanctuary, and, until his last illness, was 
regular and constant in his attendance. The 
preaching of the word, however, produced 
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no salutary or saying change, though at times 
he appeared to be labouring under serious 
and strong convictions of mind. Possessing 
no ordinary talent for singing, he was, on 
certain occasions, drawn into society, the 
character of which was far from congenial 
with his own feelings ; and to this he alluded 
in his last illness with expressions of evident 
sorrow and regret. Soon after the com- 
mencement of his affliction, which lasted 
about six months, he laboured under ex- 
treme depression of spirits, and was unable 
to obtain relief of mind, either in conver- 
sation with friends, or from any other source, 
till that invaluable little work, entitled 
«¢ James’s Anxious Inquirer,” was put into 
his hands, He commenced reading it with 
much eagerness and attention, but found 
nothing peculiarly suited to his case, till he 
came to the chapter on faith; bere light 
broke in upon his darkness ; he was enabled, 
from this moment, to cast himself as a guilty 
sinner into the arms of Christ, trusting in 
him alone for salvation. From this time, to 
the termination of his illness, he enjoyed 
comparative tranquillity and peace of mind, 


being enabled, at times, to rejoice in hope of 


the glory to be revealed: he was perfectiy 
resigned to the will of God, and thus closed 
his youthful career, without a struggle or a 
sigh, 


PUBLIC MEETINGS IN APRIL. 


‘ Wednesday, April 4. 


The public recognition of the Rev. D. 
Katterns, late of Drayton, as pastor of the 
Baptist church, Hammersmith, will take 
place on Wednesday, April 4th. The Rev. 
F, A. Cox, D.D., LL.D. will deliver the 
introductory discourse; the Rev. W. H. 
Murch, D.D., will give the charge; and the 


Rev. John Leifchild, of Craven Chapel, will 


preach to the people, in the evening. 


The Quarterly Meeting of the London 
Baptist Association will be held in Eagle 
Street Chapel, on Wednesday, April 4th, 
when the Rev. W. A. Salter, of Henrietta 
Street, is expected to preach. Service to 
commence at half-past six o’clock in the 


evening, 
Thursday, April 5. 


The 105th Anniversary Meeting of the | 
‘ Society for the relief of the widows and 
children of Protestant Dissenting ministers, 
ill be held on Thursday evening, April 5th, 


n a sermon will be preached by the Rev. 


“Howard Hinton, A.M., at the meet- 
use, Devonshire Square, Bishopsgate 
t, Service to begin at seven o’clock 
sely, This benevolent society relieves 
upwards of two hundred widows annually, 
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Wednesday, April 11. 


On Wednesday and Thursday, April 14 
and 12, a sale of useful and ornamental 
needle-work, will take place in the school- 
room, Green Street, Church Street, Black- 
friars Road, the proceeds of which will be 
divided between the Foreign, Home, and 
Irish Baptist Missions. The hours of sale 
from ten to five each day. 

Friday, April 13. 

The annual meeting of the Herts Union, 
will be held at Watford on Friday,*April 13 ; 
the Rev. J. J. Davies, of Tottenham, will 
preach in the morning, and the Rev. A. 
Tidman, of Barbican Chapel, in the evening. 
A public meeting will be held in the after- 
noon, The services will commence at a 
quarter past eleven, three, and six. The 
railway trains leave London at eight and 
ten o’clock in the morning, and return at a 
quarter before eight in the evening. 


The Anniversary of the Baptist Chapel, 
Highgate, will be held, when sermons will 
be preached by the Rev. Dr. Cox, the Rev. 
R. W. Overbury, and the Rev. James 
Smith, 


* The Anniversary of the Baptist Chapel, 
Ilford, Essex, will be held on Friday, 
April 13. Two sermons will be preached : 
une in the morning by the Rev. Dr. Bennet ; 
one in the afternoon, by the Rev. R, Philip, 
of Maberly Chapel; services to commence 
in the morning at eleven, and in the after- 
noon at half-past two o'clock. 


A sermon will be preached in the Baptist 
Chapel, Clapham, on Friday evening, April 
13, by the Rev. J. H. Evans, A. M., when 
an effort will be made to liquidate the debt 
upon that chapel. 

Tuesday, April 17. 


The annual meeting of the Herts. and 
South Beds. Baptist Union, will be held 
at Luton, on Tuesday, Aprili7. The Rev. 
W. Upton is expected to preach in the 
morning, service to commence at eleven 
o’clock. The business of the Union will 
be transacted in the afternoon, and addresses 
on various subjects connected with the pro- 
motion of personal piety will be delivered 
by several ministers in the evening. 


Monday, April 30. ‘ 

The next meeting of the pastors and 
representatives composing the Baprisr 
Unton, will be held in Salters’ Hall Chapel, 
Cannon Street, on Monday, April 30, from 


three till five o’clock in the afternoon pre- — 


cisely, to attend to important business, 
In the evening, at half past six o’clock, 


the public annual meeting of the Baptist — 


Home Missionary Society, will be held in — 


Finsbury Chapel.» 


: 


16 


oO 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


ON THE TITLE OF THIS MAGAZINE, WITH 
SOME TOPICS ARISING FROM IT. 


Dear Srr,—The periodical now under 
your direction has been taken by me occa- 
sionally while in the hands of former editors, 


but has been also dropped through longer | : ! 
Pt 2 “+ | not believe in one God. 


intervals, on account of some qualities both 
negative and positive, which it is not of any 
moment to specify. I hope now to take the 
work more regularly; both as a channel of 
information concerning the domestic and 
foreign affairs of the body with which I am 
classed, and of useful Christian hints and 
admonitions adapted to our times. A pleas- 
ing instance of the latter occurs in the first 
article of your number for this month 
(March), on “ Premeditation. and Prayer;” 
and it appears to me that much advantage 
may attend your method, of annexing, when 
permitted, the names of contributors. If 
“things good and profitable” be advanced, 
we are glad to learn who is the writer. We 
wish to know him personally (as I have 
myself in the above instance); and we 
shall welcome his reappearance in your 
pages. 

On the other hand, if anything not ac- 
ceptable to some be produced, (which may 


happen in the present sheet,) though it |. 


might possibly be better that such readers 
should not have known from whose pen 
this fell, it is often best for the writer that 
they should; since he is then put to the 
exercise of some little moral courage, and 
it is likely that his intended alteratives will 
also be more gently and cautiously com- 
posed, than as though he had administered 
them without being held responsible. The 
suggestion which I have to offer may be 
deemed both eccentric and fruitless ; nor do 
I either feel or affect any confidence, that it 
will be accorded with by a majority, or even 
by any large proportion of your readers : it 
is simply this; the advantage, in my judg- 
ment, of changing the name or title of your 
work. 

There are, I conceive, certain readers 
(their number I cannot at all conjecture) 
who would agree with me, They are those 
who, like myself, although not ashamed of 
the name “ Baptist,” have yet no liking for 
it, because they see little fitness or cor- 
rectnoss in the term or its application, 

This denomination for our sect 1s in 
various respects less suitable than most of 
those which have been either adopted by 
sects themselves, or even imposed by their 
deriders. It is so, first, because, like the: 
name “ Unitarian,” assumed by a certain 
body, it implies a censure or assumption as 
to other Christians. It says (or is taken to 


say) to those who perform the rite by 
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sprinkling or pouring, “you do not baptize,” 
which declaration (whatever may be held 
or proved by us) is itself nothing in argu- 
ment, and less than nothing in modesty and 
courtesy : no more than when he who says, “1 
am a Unitarian,” thus intimates that you do 
It is true the word 
“baptist” may be understood as an abbrevia- 
tion; to which I shall advert afterwards; but 
popularly it is not-so understood, and there- 
fore this consideration cannot alter the im- 
pression conveyed by it.* 

But secondly, this distinctive term is, I 
think, ill chosen, —an instance of unhappy 
nomenclature, —because it is grounded on a 
single point of difference ; or, at most, on two 
points of difference relating to a single 
ordinance. 

We know that in some sciences, the mode 
of classification or nomenclature has great 
difficulties, such as cannot be wholly ob- 
viated. But he would at least be held 
among the scientifie no adept, who should 
class together several kinds of plants or 
animals because they happeried to agree 
in one or two less important characteristics, 
while they differed in others much more so; 
rather than those kinds which differing in 
the one ortwo; were allied in characteristics 
more numerous and essential. This 
latter surely (if I may allude to botanical 
classifications), would at least be the “ natu- 
ral order.”’ 

But it is well known, that the term 
“ Baptist” is made to designate in common 
many teachers and many societies, who, 
except in this tenet, essentially disagree ; 
while on the other hand this term formally 
distinguishes, and puts in separate classes, 
many who, except on this tenet, are as much 
agreed in faith as different individuals can 
be.t There are churches where the most 
thorough ultra-calvinism is taught; there are 
others where low Arminianism and Arianism 
are held; and (the distinctive term “general” 
being, in common parlance, omitted as to the 
latter) these all ordinarily or frequently come 
under the one title “ Baptists.” Yet with 


* That this impression is received, will appear 
from a remark of Archbishop Whately :—*‘ There 
is. a sect who call themselyes ‘ Baptists’ i. e., 


- persons who Japrzze ; thus implying, that no others 


are really baptized, and that infant Laptism is null 
and void. 
they are perfectly right in professing, if convinced 
of its truth; but it is an absurdity for any one who 
differs from them to give them this title, which 
palpably begs the question at issue, and condemns 
himself.” : 


+ “The single point on which we differ, and in | 


which we agree to differ, is small in comparison of 
those momentous articles im the firm belief of 
which we are cordially united.” MS, letter of 
the late Rev. James Dore, to the Rey. J. Tozer, of 
Taunton, 

2A. 


This is their distinctive tenet, which — 


iE) VOT 


166 


either of the last named parties most of your 
readers would be shocked at being identified ; 
whereas with multitudes of padobaptists 
they would avow cordial and complete 
unison, except as to the one matter in 
question. But with both the former, by 
general nomenclature, and even on some 
published lists, they have been classified ; 
while to the latter they stand nominally 
and broadly opposed, as if they were (to use 
a phrase at once scientific and scriptural) 
not of the same “family.” 

But, should this topic of wrong classifica- 
tion be passed by, as too great a refinement, 
we may take a third view of the term 
“ Baptist” as not the most happily chosen. 

There are other Christian communities, 
whose designation, so far from implying that 
they attach a very special importance to 
some one tenet of our common faith, does 
not even advert to any such tenet. ‘Roman 
Catholic” is meant to embrace the whole 
creed. “Methodist” (though a distinguish- 
ed writer thinks it peculiarly adapted to 
express contempt*), merely states a quality 
(method, or love of method), without a 
portion of which neither individuals nor 
societies can proceed aright. And even if 
it had not been imposed, but self-selected, 
“it would hardly say to others “you are 
without method,” but only ‘we have more 
method than you,”’—which would be, pretty 
generally, near the truth. ‘‘ Moravian” is 
geographical ; “ Wesleyan’’and “ Lutheran,” 
are biographical. Even “ Quaker,” though 
a term of overt ridicule, does not charge, 
especially if understood metaphorically, 
anything more than the indication or spirit 
of profound reverence and religious awe. 
“To that man,” says the Holy One, “ will I 
look, who trembleth at my word.” Anda 
great prophet on one occasion said, ‘I ex- 
ceedingly fear and quake.” But the term 
‘* Baptist,” (besides the assumption before 
noticed) by its exclusive reference to this 
one institute of Christ, conveys the im- 
pression, that our body attaches at least a 
primary importance to that institute, as if it 
were the “corner stone” of Christianity : 

-an impression which the practice of strict 
communionists must also undesignedly con- 
duce to strengthen. 

Now that a solemn importance belongs to 
it, is readily admitted (as it is indeed by 
most Christians of all persuasions): that 
some “ Baptists” likewise attach a good 
deal too much importance to it and to their 
own way of administering and receiving it, 
I shall not dispute. Nevertheless, to con- 
ceive that our sect haye any peculiar claim 
to their usual designation on the score of 


te, would be a palpable mistake. 
sect perhaps can be named, practising water 


bs 
m 


* See Foster's Essays. 


| (with the great majority of all Christi 


= a attaching the most importance to this’ 
. No | 
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| baptism at all, who attach less importance 


to it. We honour and obey it as an insti- 
tution of our Lord, but we do not view it 
either as regeneration or a means of regene- 
ration ; we do not affirm that the subject of 
it is therein “made a child of God,” or “an 
inheritor of the kingdom of heaven,” but 
we view it as an act which betokens, and 
ought closely to follow upon, precedent re- 
generation and faith in Christ ; somewhat as 
a shadow follows and is conjoined with the 
substance. I am not contending whether 
we are right in this, or whether some of the 
Christian fathers meant this when they 
called baptism by very exalted names ; but 
merely stating that such is our creed ; which 
so being, the persons and churches, or, 
sections of churches, who, as I humbly 
apprehend, might fitly style themselves 
“the Baptists” (xar’ é£oy7v), are, not we, 
but they who hold that baptism really con- 
fers grace; is the requisite means to a full 
and proper regeneration ;—insomuch, that 
Noah, Daniel, and Job, and “the father 
of the faithful,” Rom. iv. 16, were not 
(strictly speaking) regenerate ;—and is in- 
variably attended by it; however the germ 
of that new life may remain dormant or 
be subsequently stifled. These, methinks, 
might claim to be by eminence “ Baptists,” 
since with them baptism is primary and fun- 
damental; is instrumentally the great cause 
or means of that very change which saves 
the soul. Accordingly the Romanists, and 
the new ‘‘ Oxford School” of the ‘‘via media,” 
and the elder ‘‘ High Church’’ party (neither 
of whom I at all mean to connect with 
Romanists otherwise than in this tenet, or 
as to this invidiously or disrespectfully), are 
far better entitled to the denomination of 
“Baptists,” as regards the alleged efficacy of 
the rite, than we can be: for with them this 
rite has so distinct anecessity and so incal- 
culable a worth, that (if I understand them) 
the whole legitimate and sure application of 
the great redemption centres in and depends 
upon it. With us, though doubtless account- 
ed very important as a precept, it stands in 
complete subordination and subsequence to 
other and far greater doctrines, events, and 
duties; to the great work of the Holy 
Spirit on the heart, and the great duty of ~ 
believing in an Almighty Saviour: it is 
therefore, to my mind, apparent, that the 
title of ‘‘ Baptist” is far more due to these — 
bodies of Christians, would be more appro- 


priate, at least to their own use (though not — 


for us to apply to them), since they believe 


= 


that the mode which they use is the right 


admissible mode of administering it.—And. ; 
/here I may appositely glance at a fourth 
reason why the term “ Baptist” is not most 


appropriate for us, namely, that it is mani- 


festly defective as a description or intima 
=) ere 2 a ae a : 
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tion of our peculiar tenets on that subject; 
for even on our own view of the sense of 
the word (as always meaning, primarily, one 
who literally immerses) this term indicates 
only our opinion as to the mode, whereas I 
presume that most thinking members of 
our denomination attach far more importance 
to their opinion concerning the fit subjects 
of the rite. But, by the term as it stands, 
that opinion is not even hinted at. 
Those of your readers who may have 
been led to views such as I now offer, would, 
it is supposed, be glad to see the term 
“Baptist” (though not likely to be discarded 
as a name) less prominent in the designation 
of your work. 
Let me add, that there are also others of 
our body, who, as it strikes me, ought in 
consistency to entertain the same wish on a 
different ground. 
T refer to those who feel most strongly 
the importance of altering the words now 
standing ‘“‘ baptize, baptism,” &c., in all new 
versions of the Scripture; and of whom 
some have suggested the desirableness of a 
new version in our own tongue, for the sake 
of this change. I conclude that the words 
“baptize,” ‘‘ Baptist,” &c., which might be 
tightly avoided in a new version, as being 
merely Greek words transferred, cannot, 
with those who urge this, be favourite words 
anywhere; and that if it be thought incon- 
yenient or impracticable to change them in 
all cases, it would at least not be wished to 
pve them prominence where not needful. 
o speak of the “ Baptist Magazine” is, by 
the showing of these friends themselves, in 
some sort to **speak Greek;”’ imported angli- 
cised Greek. It would seem more conso- 
nant with such views to entitle the work ‘the 
Scriptural Magazine ;” and then, in smaller 
characters,‘ conducted by the Christians 
called ‘ Baptists.’”’ Or if by these of our 
brethren the word ‘‘ Immersionists” be pre- 
ferred, here might be a favourable occasion 
for bringing it into circulation and currency. 
For my own part, if I saw, as strongly as 
some perhaps do, the importance of trans- 
lating (or rather turning) the original into 
the most simple, homely words of that 
_ people’s mother-tongue, for whose use the 
version is made, I should prefer, in this 
instance, the term “ dipper;” which, like 
*‘ quaker,” was at first imposed in scorn, 
-and on some occasions is so still. When 
long and fully established in current use, it 
would cease to suggest what is mean and 
ludicrous; just as in other cases, both of ge- 
_neral appellations and of proper names, we 
_ not unfrequently experience the neutralizing 
or obliterating effect of a new association. 
‘Thus, in speaking of ‘ quakers,” few per- 
sons, I imagine, often think of quaking ; and 
in speaking of Lord Bacon, the thought of 
the philosopher has, in this connexion, so 


a 


dignified the word, that its own very unin- 
tellectual import rarely obtrudes itself, It 
is remarkable that the Dutch, whose country 
and whose language are not remote from 
our own, employ the simple words ‘“ dooper,” 
“doopen,” ‘* dooping,” (dip, dipper, dip- 
ping,) for baptist, baptize, &e.; and, as far 
as I can discover from the best dictionary I 
have seen,* use no other term. That dic- 
tionary has “ doopen, to dip, plunge, baptize, 
christen.” And while (in the “ English 
and Dutch” branch of it) the English word 
“dipper” is explained to mean a “ name 
of scorn for anabaptists,” it is clear, that, in 
Dutch, the very same word, ‘‘ dooper,” ex- 
presses no scorn at all. The Mennonites 
are styled, by themselves and others, ‘‘ doops 
gezinden,” i. e. of the dipping persuasion, 
(literally ‘“ dipping-minded;”) but this is 
merely equivalent to our term “ baptists ;” 
and has, when used by others, the fault 
which Archbishop Whately points out. The 
name of scorn, in Dutch, is * herdooper,” 
“* wederdooper,”” anabaptist. 

In Luther’s German version, also, the 
correspondent words, “ taufen, taufer,” &e., 
are used. Their meaning is stated as fol- 
lows, in the great Critical Dictionary of 
Adelung :—“ Taufen v. reg. act. 1, Pro- 
perly, to dip or plunge (tauchen) into water, 
where it is of the same meaning with tauchen, 
differing only in the suffix.” ‘ Naaman -dip- 
ped himself (taufte sich) in Jordan seven 
times.” ‘In High German the word is, in 
this sense, antiquated; and it is used, 2. 
Only in a narrower sense, viz, to dip or 
plunge (tawchen) in water as a religious 
rite.” ‘In the German Bible it signifies 
sometimes, figuratively, to communicate in 
a copious measure.” ‘ Acts i. 5—Baptized 
with the Holy Ghost.” “ Remarks :—In 
the narrower sense, it is, in-the Low Ger- 
man,—dépen ; in Swedish, dopa ; in Anglo- 


“Saxon, depan, dyppan; in English, dive.” 


[This last seems not the most correct; for 
though dive includes dipping, and may be 
derived from it, dip is surely the word cor- 
responding to the rest. Indeed, all the 
words are the same; with those changes of 
certain variable letters, which are familiar 
to students of language.] Adelung con- 
tinues—‘ It (i. e. taufen) is an old word, 
which differs from tauchen only in the suf- 
fix: because the oldest sort of baptism 
(taufe) was a true immersion or bathing.” 
Vol. iv. p. 923.¢ This is a distinction of 


* Sewell’s Dutch and English Dictionary, 2 vols. 


-4to. ; 


+ I had thought of subjoining the original; but 
it wuld occupy space to little purpose, since every 
one who reads German may consult the work of 


.Adelung (and Sewell’s also) at the British Museum. 


1 have endeavoured to translate closely ; omitting 


those clauses only which seemed quite irrelevant to — 


our subject. = 
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the same kind, as if of the English syno- 
nyms, immerse and immerge, (immersion, 
immerging,)—the latter had been set apart 
by our translators to stand for religious im- 
mersion or baptism. It would no doubt 
then have gained that appropriation, and 
been used solely in that sense, which indeed 
would have been very convenient; for it 
must be owned, I think, an incidental evil, 
when we have no synonym to serve this 
purpose of appropriation.— What has been 
adduced may amply show, that, by Luther, 
and by the Dutch translators, the simple 
and homely word dip was not felt to be so un- 
worthy of this solemn use, as that they would 
either choose a less familiar one, or resort to 
the Greek; though of this transference they 
had an example before them in the Vulgate. 
As this subject of the Dutch and German 
versions naturally leads to it, I shall here 
observe that it is certainly a nice and, I 
think, not very sound distinction, by which 
the British and Foreign Bible Society must 
vindicate its withholding aid from a new 
version because such words are to be em- 
ployed, while it assists to distribute old 
versions where they are also certainly found. 
I agree, so far, with those who consider 
them in error on this point. But it must be 
a greater error than this, and less accounted 
for by the difficulty of their position, which 
should induce me to secede from an insti- 
tution so benevolent, so adapted to unite 
Christians, so widely instrumental to the 
spread of revealed light, and so variously 
assailed by parties whose efforts I should 
be very loath even unwittingly to second. 
Here let me remark, in passing, that what 
is called ‘‘ transference,” and what is called 
‘* translation,” are not always so different 
as may he supposed.* Except in the Ger- 
man, which is properly a mother-tongue, and 
those connected with or founded on it, there is 
in modern European languages a vast amount 
both of ‘‘translation” and of ‘ transference,” 
What are those two words themselves, except 
a Latin word transferred, and another di- 
rectly made from a Latin word ?—But it is 
more to our pointto observe, that while “ bap- 
tism” is nothing else than transferred Greek, 
“immersion” is, as truly, transferred Latin, A 
ploughman is no way sure when he hears the 
word “ immersion,” that it always primarily 
means “ dipping,” It is true, all divines 
may perhaps agree to tell him so; (whereas 
concerning ‘‘ baptism” they would not;) 
and in time he may, on their testimony, 
ascertain it; still the homely word ‘ dip- 
ping” will always, I suspect, convey to him 
a clearer, surer meaning, In order, then, 
to “ English” the Bible, or any other foreign 
book, so as to make it as plain as it can be 
* These closely cognate words, thus used to d 


scribe two processes, seem themselves suited to in- 
timate how nearly those processes are often akin, 
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( to the most illiterate—tbe English or Saxon 
roots must be kept to, wherever that can be 
done. Not only should “ bishop” be ‘‘ over- 
seer,’ and ‘* angel” be ‘‘ messenger,” and 
«« deyil” * the accuser” or “ slanderer,” and 
“‘ the lioly bible” ‘ the holy books,” but 
‘ée church” (which, whatever it meant in 
Saxon,* is both too limited and equivocal 
now) should be rather ‘* meeting 3” and 
and “‘ Christ” should be *‘ Tbe Anointed.” + 

This last change or yersion would be pre- 
cisely that which the Greeks made when 
they rendered the Messiah “ the Christ.” 

It may be hence collected bow (if the 
above principle be adopted) the improved 
version for the use of the people now called 
Baptists, ought, in consistency, to be con- 
structed and entitled—that is, if the rule be 
laid down of turning the Greek, as far as may 
be, into the ‘“* household words” of the peo- 
ple for whom the book is prepared, If the 
rule be good, let it be tried, One cannot 
well estimate, without full experiment, the 
inconveniences or advantages which would 
attend it.t But should those critics, to whom 
Trefer, pronounce it-extravagant, as they 
probably may, to._push the matter so far, [ 
still suppose that they would hardly wish for 
the Greek word ‘“ Baptist’? any wnnecessary 
prominence: unless, indeed, they should 
form their judgment thus :—‘* We would 
remove that Greek word and its kindred 
words from the New Testament, but we 
would give them prominence elsewhere ; in 
the book we would ‘ English’ them, for the 
unlearned; but out of the book we would 
retain them, to define our opinion and prac- 
tice ; since, in so doing, we openly affirm to 
the learned our convictiun of their only true 
meaning.—But this, as Archbishop Whatel 
has said, is “a begging of the question.” 
It is besides, as isremarked above, a defective 
affirmation of our views, To make it com- 
plete, the word wiorevwy (believer), or part 
of it, should be prefixed to-Baptist, and thus 
our whole creed, though still to be sure as to 
one ordinance only, would be set forth, 

For myself, I have no objection to the 
term Baptist on this ground—that it is @ 
“* transferred”? word, And as to the former 
much more substantial and considerable 
grounds of objection, they would be much _ 
diminished, if the public could be brought 


* Many suppose that it was “ transferred” from 
the Greek xveiaxn, (i.e. the Lord’s house, the Lord’s 
meeting,) of which the Scottish kirk, and German 
kirche, seem contractions, . 

+ It is well known that on most of the former 
words important controyersies turn; and as to the 
last, [ think the title “ Christ’’ is far too much 
regarded by the common people, and perhaps by — 
lal of us practically, as a mere proper name. 

t Only since these pages were written, I have 
heard of a recent discussion, in whic the propriety — 
of an improved version has been argued. Such a_ 
proposal, of course, cannot render any though:s on 
the matter less opportune, eee 
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¢o view the term as an abbreviation or di- 
minutiye of the “ cumbrous” 
pedobaptist,* (as the two last syllables of 
Alexander are familiarly.used in Scotland,) 
and better, in our case, the two last than the 
two first, else it might seem hinted, that, if 
we be children of Abraham, it is in the line of 
that son whose ‘t hand” was ‘‘ against every 
man,” ; 

But those of our brethren who differ from 
us, and some of our own body, would neitiver 
consent to regard the name as an abbrevia- 
tion, nor remember itif they did. And since 
the names of communities can rarely be al- 
tered, I would only plead for modifying that 
of your magazine ; proposing, as preferable, 
*©TusScripturat MaGazine,”’—* conducted 
by members of the ‘ Baptist’ denomination.” 
I see no assumption in such atitle, It ought 
to suit any Protestant religious work of the 
kind; and among communities professing to 
regulate their opinions and practice by scrip- 
ture, | think the ‘‘ Baptists” have, at least, as 
fair a claim as others. This term would, like 
«* the Evangelical,’”’,announce no special tenet 
or party, but would, like it, profess, and 
with no more pretension, an adherence to the 
whole of the best truth. 

If however my arguments, in the former 
part of this letter, are not thought weighty 
€nough to evince the propriety of such a 
change, I would at least hope that some of 
these remarks may not be wholly profitless, 
Since they have presented indirect or side- 
views of cestain very important questions ; 
and such a kind of views, if not the most 
complete or accurate, are, 1 think, not always 
the least adapted to elicit truth, or to rectify 
our customary judgments, 

This communication—as will often hap- 

en when a large subject is entered upon— 
baa extended to an unexpected length. The 
above is the only apology I can offer; and 
I am, dear Sir, 
Yours sincerely, 
Joun SHEPPARD. 


——= 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


My dear Sir,—It is but a short’ time since | 
I sent, for your insertion, an account of the | 
union effected between our two Missionary | 
Societies ; I now forward to you an extract | 
of a letter which I have received from Seram- | 
pore, announcing the death of Dr. Marsh- 
man, How many circumstances combine to 
mark the present position of our missionary | 
affairs, as one which demands especial atten- | 
tion and renewed effort! O that we may all | 
be aliye to the prospects which are opening, | 
aad the obligations which they enforce! Per- 
mit me, my dear Sir, to avail myself of your 


* « The title of anti-pedobaptists is, to be sure, 
somewhat cumbyous ; but awkwardness of expres- 
sion, or even circumlocution, is preferable to error 
and absurdity.”—Abp. Whately, ubi supra. 


word anti- } 
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pages to call on the whole of our denomina- 
tion, respectfully but most earnestly, to *‘ gird 
up the loins of their minds,” to be behind no 
section of the Christian church in devotion 
to the Saviour’s cause, but to be prepared to 
fulfil the vocation to which Divine Provi- 
dence has called them, especially in the East 
and West Indies. May devout supplications 
ascend from all our convregations, from every 
family altar, as well as from our closets, that 
the “ Spirit of grace” may be largely poured 
out on those approaching meetings, to which 
we are now locking forward ! 
B. Gopwin. 
Oxford, March 24, 1838. 


* Serampore, Dec. 23, 1837. 

*¢ Dear brother Godwin,—It is our melan- 
choly duty to inform the friends of the Se- 
rampore mission that it has been deprived 
of the last survivor of its founders, Dr. 
Marshman breathed his last on the 5th of 
this month, at half-past eleven o’clock in the 
forenoon. At times his mind appeared to 
be overshadowed with gloom, especially 
after a paroxysm of bodily suffering ; but his 
confidence in the ‘‘ precious Saviour,” as he 
delighted during the whole of his illness to 
designate our blessed Redeemer, was never 
for a moment shaken. And we frequently 
witnessed, after a night of very broken rest, 
the triumph of joy beaming in his eye in the 
morning, as he assured us that he had ex- 
perienced delight in‘ communion with God, 
which was inexpressibly sweet to him. A 
week before his death, the swelling in his 
hands, feet, and stomach, began rapidly to 
disappear, and this brought on a lightness 
in the head, which became painfully visible 
in bis conversation; yet his thoughts still 
turned to the work which had for 38 years 
engaved the undivided energies of his mind, 
and he repeatedly prayed in Bengalee, and 
conversed, as in former times, in that lan- 


“guage on spiritual subjects. But this feeling 


of lightness in the head was not of long con- 
tinuance, He awoke from it with apparently 
increased strength both of mind and body, 


| and was carried about, at his own request, to 


visit the premises and the college, On the 
Thursday preceding his decease, he caused 
the bearer to bring him into the chapel in his 
Tonjon, and joined, for the last time, at our 
weekly missionary prayer meeting. His 
spirits were then, and for two or three days 
after, lively and tranquil. Every feeling of 
gloom had left him, and he conversed, with 
his usual cheerfulness and order on divine 
subjects with all who visited him, Qn the 
sabbath evening he sat up and read, with his 
former avidity, the religious publications of 
August, remarking, with much satisfaction, 
on many passages which alluded to the pro- 
gress of Divine truth. On the Monday 
he was evidently worse, and during the night 
felt that his strength was rapidly failing hun. 


‘ 
¥ 
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He called for his family, and informed them | 
that he was dying. At seven on Tuesday 
morning he made a last effort, and prayed 
aloud in the most calm and composed tone, 
recommending himself, his family, and the 
cause, to the Ged of all mercy; and then 
turning round on his couch, apparently com- 
posed himself to sleep. V'rom that position 
he never moved; and in about four hours 
after, without a sigh or a groan, resigned 
his spirit to the God of his earthly pil- 
grimage.” 


To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Sir,—It is satisfactory to perceive 
that the opinions of many who are influen- 
tial in our churches, haye, of late years, 
considerably changed with respect to our 
academies. This has no doubt been occa- 
sioned, in part, by the improvement in the 
mode of instruction, which has had a more 
direct bearing on the ministerial work, and 
in the discipline of the establishments, in 
consequence of which the piety of the stu- 
dents is promoted by their mutual inter- 
course. It has arisen partly also from a 
conviction that the general diffusion of in- 
formation, and the education our children 
are receiving, render it necessary, if we 
would retain them in the denomination, that 
their spiritual instructors should be men 
whom they respect, not only for their piety, 
but for their talents, and to whom they can 
look as their best and most intelligent 
friends, 

These cireumstances, together with the 
claims of our Missionary Society, have oc- 
casioned a much larger number of educated 
ministers to be required. Not that I wish to 
disparage, in the least, those excellent men 
of former or of present times, who have 
never been students in our academies ; some 
of them have been men of extraordinary 
powers, and have contended successfully 
with the difficulties of their situation; and 
others, who have not acquired learning, have 
been honoured as the instruments of great 
good. Still they have felt, and many of 
them have had no difficulty in expressing 
the conviction, that their usefulness and 
their comfort in their work would have been 
greatly promoted had they possessed, in 
early life, the advantages which our public 
institutions afford. They have acknow- 
ledged that there were highly-important de- 
partments of the ministerial work which 
they must leave to others, and many of them 
are now seeking for their sons admission 
into our colleges. ‘ 

What, then, is the provision which our 
denomination has made for the education of 
ministers’ to supply the vacancies which 
occur in our churches, now above one thou- 
sand in number, and those openings which 
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Providence is continually presenting in fo- 
reign countries, where vacancies so fre- 
quently occur? About sixty-five is the 
largest number receiving the benefits of our 
academical institutions, three in England, 
and one in Wales, affording a supply of not 
quite twenty in a year, which every one 
must be convinced, by a momeut’s reflec- 
tion, is totally inadequate to such objects. 
The attention of our American brethren 
has of late years been very much drawn to 
this subject. The amazing extension of 
their churches has forced it upon them, and 
they have made great exertions for its pro- 
motion; and, I apprehend, to that attention, 
and to those exertions, under the Divine 
blessing, may be attributed, in no incon- 
siderable degree, the very great prosperity 
of the denomination. Their pecuniary 
sacrifices for the object, appear, by their 
printed accounts, to be larger in proportion 
than ours. In the American Quarterly 
Register, after stating that eleven hundred 
young men are preparing for the ministry, 
under the patronage of the American Edu- 
cation Society, they say, “What an immense 
amount of good might be accomplished were 
the Dissenters in England to make similar 
efforts!” Permit me, Sir, to ask why they 
do not make similar efforts? why there are 
so many respectable members of our body 
who are not known to contribute? and why 
the amount of subscription of those who do 
is not more proportioned to the importance 
of the object, and the necessary expenses ? 
An obligation certainly lies upon those 
churches who have sent their young men 
for education, and especially upon those 
which are edified by the instructions of those 
who have derived benefit from our institu- 
tions. Those who refer to our lists, and 
advert to the churches, will at once perceive 
that there is a large amount of obligation 
remains undischarged._ Permit me to press 
this claim on our churches and on indivi- 
duals, and at the same time to inform them, 
that at each of our academical institutions 
the funds are quite inadequate for the pre- 
sent number of students; and excellent and 
promising young men, earnestly desirous of 
the means of qualifying themselves for future 
usefulness, some in the missionary field, 
and others at home, are in consequence pre- 
cluded from admission. 
_ While [ feel a strong interest in the ex- 
isting institutions, I should rejoice in seein 
yet another, which has been long talked of, 
established; namely, in one of the midland 
counties. The churches in that district are 
not bearing their part in this good work; 
and probably an institution in their own 
neighbourhood might call forth energies not 
yet excited. T remain, my dear Sir, 
Your obedient servant, — 
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To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Mr. Epitor.—On receiving the last 
Annval Report of Stepney College, I was 
surprised on reading the following state- 
ment, page 12, ‘That congregational collec- 
tions have fallen off in the past year nearly 
one half.” And on looking over the list of 
ministers who received their education at 
Stepney College, I perceive that about 
eighty are now settled ; and yet there have 
only been found five out of that number that 
made a congregational collection last year. 
Now how shall we account for this? Is it 
because my brethren feel no interest in the 
welfare of the College now they have gained 
all its advantages? It cannot be. Or is it 
because the churches and congregations over 
which they preside set so little value on the 
ministry of their pastor, who has shared so 
largely in the advantages of academic retire- 
ment? This surely cannot be the cause. 
Then is it not rather, because the subject is 
not annually brought before the people of 
our charge, that we find only five congrega- 
tional collections instead of seventy-five ? 
To me it appears an act of injustice, that 
other churches whose pastors derive no be- 
nefit from Stepney College shall contribute 
towards its support, while those who enjoy 
the ministry of those who were educated at 
Stepney College contribute nothing. And 
now [ would ask, can they in the event of 
the death of their present ministers apply 
again to the same source for a successor, 
seeing that if their negligence had been 
universal, the institution would be ex- 
tinct? I know not whether an Annual 
Report is sent to each of my brethren edu- 
cated at Stepney College, if not, probably if 
half a dozen were sent to each with a request 
that an annual collection be made, it would 
be done; and perhaps no day so appropriate- 
as the anniversary day of entering upon our 
charge ; it would excite an interest, and if 
only £5 were collected from each congrega- 
tion instead of the congregational collections 
amounting to £40, they would amount to 
£400. From 

Yours sincerely, 
A. WAYLAND. 
Lyme Regis, March 23, 1838, 


MINISTERS’ LIBRARIES. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine, 
Dear Sir, = : 
_ T haye read the letter of Discipulus in 
the January number of your magazine, on 
establishing libraries for the use of ministers 
of our own denomination more especially, 
to consist of valuable standard works,—the 
proprietorship of which should be vested in 
the church,—and think his idea a good one. 


Tf it could be carried out, it would be of | 


great advantage, particularly to those whose 


means of information are but small. There 
appears to me, however, some difficulty con- 
nected with the execution of the plan as 
laid down by your correspondent. There 
are many churches so poor as that they can- 
not afford their ministers anything like the 
means of adequate support. Some are thus 
partly dependent upon the Home Mission- 
ary Society, or Association funds; and others 
are obliged to keep schools, or otherwise 
work with their own hands for the bread which 
perisheth. Now in such cases as these, it 
would be difficult to collect £10 per year, or 
half that sum for the above object, and even 
if £20 per year could be obtained, the mi- 
nister would stand in need of it all as an 
addition to his annual income. What seems 
to be wanted is, the formation of a society 
in London (or any other convenient place), 
the object of which should be to furnish 
these libraries to such churches as could not 
do it themselves. The subscriptions ob- 
tained might be invested in the funds, and 
the produce yearly applied to the object of 
the society, or at once appropriated to this 
end, as in the judgment of the committee it 
might be deemed best. The amount to be 
expended on each library would depend 
partly upon the wants of particular cases, 
and partly upon the degree of liberality 
shown by the Christian’ public. - Donations 
of books would; of course, be as valuable as 
money. I remain, Dear Sir, 
Yours truly, 


February 9th, 1838, DISTRIBUTOR, 
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In some periodicals it is customary to 
print in every number an announcement to 
this-effect—“ The Editor begs to remind 
his readers that he is not responsible for the 
opinions of his correspondents.” This will 
not be necessary in our case ; yet it may be 
advisable to say, once for all, that the Editor 
does not think it would become him to exer- 
cise a censorship so rigorous as would pre- 
clude the expression of every opinion with 
which he does not himseif happen to agree. 
He confesses he does not perceive the force 
of some reasoning contained in an article in 
the present number, on the title of this 
Magazine, yet it contains much that deserves 
attention, and it is quite desirable that an 
original and independent thinker, like Mr. 
Sheppard, should find in the Magazine a 
vehicle for the expression of such sugges- 
tions as he desires to submit to the consi- 
deration of his fellow-baptists. 


The friends of humanity must not relax 
their exertions to obtain the abolition of 
Colonial Apprenticeship. Nothing but a 
steady and universal effort, an effort uncom- 
promising and persevering, will prove suc- 
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cessful, The opposition to be encountered | 


will be determined, and it appears to be 
certain that the Government is not yet suf- 
ficiently assured of the strength of feeling 
pervading the country to be willing to take 
up our cause. An interview which the De- 
legates have had with the heads of the 
ministry has proved quite unsatisfactory. 
It is important that influence should be 
used with members of Parliament of every 
political party, to induce them to vote for 
the only measure that can afford effectual 
relief to our negro brethren. The British 
Emancipator and the Patriot will, we are 
informed, give the particulars of the inter- 
view with Lord Melbourne and his col- 
leagues. 


Subjoined is a list of ‘public meetings 
to be held in May, in which our readers are 
likely to feel interested, and which it may 
be conyenient to those who reside in the 
country to have thus early, in order to guide 
them in their arrangements for visiting Lon- 
don. Last year some pertinent remarks were 
made in the prospect of our annual meetings, 
respecting the accommodation which friends 
in London might afford to their country bre- 
thren. It was suggested that many ministers 
who wish to attend our annual festival have 
no private friends in the metropolis to whom 
they can repair for lodging; that it is not 
convenient to them all to incur the expense 
of being in places of public entertainment ; 
and that many members of churches would 
find pleasure in receiving such visitors to 
their houses. It has been said that the 
suggestion was salutary, that it was adopted 
advantageously in many instances, and that 
itis desirable that the attention of our metro- 
politan friends should be called again this 
year to the subject. The Editor complies 
readily, therefore, with the request that he 
would say, that our publisher, Mr. Wight- 
mau, will be happy to facilitate such 
arrangements by receiving the names of 
persons in London, who are willing to be 
“‘fellow-helpers to the truth,” in this man- 
ner, and by giving as much information as 
he can to country ministers who may desire 
to ayail themselves of this hospitality. 


- Our respected friend Mr. Hargreaves 
thinks that it may stimulate others to con- 
tribute bountifully to our public institutions, 
if the fact be mentioned, that a lady who 
has just made handsome donations to the 
Baptist Missionary and Irish Societies (Mrs. 


Lum, of Bolton), has forwarded to him one | 
hundred pounds for distribution—£40 ‘to | 
the Baptist Building Fund, £30 to the | 
Moravian Missions, and £30 to the Reli- | 


gious Tract Society. 


Tuesday, May 1. 


At eleven o’clock in the forenoon, the 
Annual Meeting of the Baptist Irish 
Society will be held in Finsbury Chapel. 
Ebenezer Foster, Esq., in the chair. 


In the evening, at six o’clock, the Annual 
Meeting of the Christian Ins‘ruction Society 
will be held in Exeter Hall. 


Wednesday, May 2. 


In the morning, at eight o’clock, the 
ministers educated at Stepney College will 
breakfast together at the King’s Head, 
Poultry. The attendance of as many as 
cau be present is requested. 


In the forenoon, at eleven o’clock, the 
Annual Meeting of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society will be held in Exeter Hall. 


In the evening, at half-past six, service 
will commence at Surrey Chapel, when the 
Rey. John Birt, of Manchester, will preach 
on behalf of the Baptist Missionary Society. 


Thursday, May 3. 


In the morning, at eleven, the Annual 


Meeting of the Baptist Missionary Society 
will held in Exeter Hall, Charles Lushing- 
ton, Esq. M.P., in the chair, 


In the evening, at half-past six, the 
Annual Public Meeting of the Baptist 
Union will be held in Devonshire Square 
Chapel. The Rev. J. M. Cramp, of St. 
Peters, in the chair. 


In the evening, at six, the Sunday School 
Union will hold its Annual. Meeting at 
Exeter Hall. The admittance will be by 
tickets. Members of Country Unions being 
in London may he supplied with tickets on 
applying at the Depository. 


Friday, May 4. 

The Committee of the Baptist Missionary 
Society will meet at the Mission House, 
Fen Court, when the company of all the 
Ministers of the denomination, who may 
be in town, is requested. 


In the evening, the Annual Meeting of 
the Religious Tract Society will be held at 
Exeter Hall, Strand, The chair to be taken 
at six o’clock. . 

Wednesday, May 9. 


The Committee of the Society for the 
Relief of Aged or Infirm Baptist Ministers, 


instituted at Bath, 1816, will meet, previous _ 


to the Annual Meeting, at the Vestry in — 
Wed. 


Somerset Street Chapel, Bath, on 


nesday, May 9. All claims upon the Societ 
| must be in the hands of the Sccrotay hofame . 
| twelve o’clock on that day, a 
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CCOXXXIT. 


APRIL, 1838. 


Subscriptions and Donations in aid of this Society will be thankfully received at the 
Baptist Mission House, No. 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch Street, London; or by any of the 
Ministers or Friends whose names are inserted in the Cover of the Annual Report. 


ANNIVERSARY OF THE BAPTIST 
SOCIETY. 


MISSIONARY 


The Committee have sincere pleasure in announcing to their Friends» 
and the Christian public at large, that on 


LORD’S DAY, APRIL 29, 


Sermons on behalf of the Society, will be preached generally in the Baptist 
Chapels in London and its vicinity. . 
WEDNESDAY, MAY Q, 


The Rev. JouN Birr, of Manchester, will preach the General Sermon 
for the Society, at Surrey Chapel, Blackfriars’ Road. — Service to begin at 
half-past Six. 


THURSDAY, MAY-3. 
The Annual Meeting of the Society will be held at Exermr Hau, 
Cuar.es Lusuineron, Esq., M.P., in the Chair. To commence at Eleven. 
FRIDAY, MAY 4, 


The Committee of the Society will meet at the Mission House, Fen Court, 
when the company of all Ministers of the denomination, who may be in 


town, is requested. 


CALCUTTA. 
TRANSLATION OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


In our number for January we merely 
noticed the translations of the Scriptures 
executing by our brethren in Bengal, 
and promised to give more full details 
regarding them in a subsequent paper. 
We now proceed to redeem our pledge. 


The first translation we have to notice, 
is the BENGALI. This language is estimated 
to be spoken by about twenty-five millions, 
far exceeding the whole population of Eng- 
land. No exertions, therefore, can be con- 
sidered too great to secure in it a faithful, 
and at the same time an idiomatic and ac- 
ceptable, version of the Word of God. In 
the preparation and improvement of such 

version of the New Testament, Mr. Yates, 


assisted by Mr. W. H. Pearce, had been 
long engaged, and in January, 1837, when 
the latter left Bengal for England, the se- 
cond edition was nearly through the press. 
It consisted of 500 copies of the New Tes- 
tament, intended for the use of native 
Christians, the elder classes in schools, &c., 
with 1500 additional copies of each of the 
gospel, and 1000 of the Acts for general 
distribution.* The printing it appears was 


* Of the same edition, an impression equal to 
five thousand of the whole Testament was printed 
off, at the request of the Committee of the Cal- 
cutta Bible Society, with the original word for 
baptism, &c., transferred as in the English version 
instead of being /ranslated as in those printed for 
the missionary brethren themselves. By printing 
both editions at the same time, the necessity of 
setting up the types a second time was avoided, 
and thus the funds of both the Bible aad Missionary 
Society were economized. 

23 


_ ginal references. 
tions haye reached us, and appear very 
neatly exécuted. At the date of the last 
- accounts, the gospels of Matthew and Mark 
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completed in April last, and several copies 
neatly executed, have lately reached this 
country. The version has been received 
with much approbation by Christians of all 
denominations in Bengal, and is found very 
acceptable amongst the heathen; so that 
another large impression, it is anticipated, 
will be very soon required, 

At the request of the committee of the 
Caleutta Bible Society, Mr. Yates has also 
put to press his improved version of the 
Psalms of David in Bengali. 5000 copies 
are now in course of being printed, at the 
Mission Press, at their expense. The work 
has been compressed into a small sized. vo- 
lume, for the accommodation of numerous 
native youth, and of others who may wish 
to use it. 

An improved version of the Old © Testa- 
ment in Bengali has also been prepared by 
our indefatigable friend Mr. Yates. The 
printing of the work, however, Mr. Yates 
wishes deferred, until the return of Mr. 
Pearce to India, shall allow him to give his 
aid in the revision of the work. It will 
then, Providence permitting, be put to press 
without delay; and as it is intended that it 
shall include marginal references, both to 
chronological dates and parallel texts, with 
headings to the chapters, and other improve- 
ments not adopted in any previous Bengali 
version; it will doubtless prove a most ac- 
ceptable addition to the library of the na- 
tive Christian, and especially the native 
preacher. 

In the Hinpusrantr language also, en 
improved version of the New Testament is 
proceeding. It is executed by Mr. Yates, 
with the assistance of Mr. Thomas; and 
will form, it is hoped, the most intelligible 
and correct version which has yet been pub- 
lished in the language. The greater part of 
the impression isin the 12mo, size, designed 
to form a portable volume ; but 1000 copies 
are being printed on a larger page, with mar- 
Specimens of both edi- 


had been already completed. This is the 


first edition of the New Testament in any 
vernacular language of the East yet printed 


with marginal references, and therefore 
presents a gratifying illustration of the 
gradual progress now making in biblical 


efforts, | 


In the SANsKRIT language (the Latin of 
the East) a translation of the New Testa- 
ment, founded upon the basis of the Ben- 
gali version, is in course of execution by an 
intelligent and experienced pundit, superin- 
tended and compared with the original 


Greek, by Mr. Yates. A metrical version 


pA: 


of the Psalmsinto thesame languageisalsoin 
progress under Mr. Yates’s superintendance. 

In addition to these languages, designed 
for distribution among the inhabitants of 
India exclusively, another version of the 
Scriptures is being printed in Calcutta, de- 
signed for usefulness among the numbers of 
an ancient Christian church scattered in 
different parts of the globe, We allude to 
the ARMEINAN, originally made about the 
fifth century, in the version of which (as 
intimated in our last number,) one worthy 
missionary, Mr. Carapeit, is now engaged. 
His principal object is, to give to his coun- 
trymen the Testament with marginal refer- 
ences (an improvement not yet introduced 
into any preceding edition), and in a por- 
table form. In order to render it more in- 
telligible to his countrymen, he proposes to 
exchange a few words, now become obsolete 
in the lapse of ages; and will endeavour to 
secure much more typographical accuracy 


than, from circumstances over which the - 


editors could have little control, distin- 
guished the last edition of the work printed 
at Moscow. The volume was already in 
the press at the date of our last accounts, 
and Mr. Carapeit had freely offered the sum 
of £35, as his contribution towards the ex- 
pense. Our Calcutta brethren feel that, con- 
sidering his large family and very slender | 
resources, they ought not to accept so large 
a sum from Mr. Carapeit, and we trust that” 
the contributions which they may receive 
for translations from other sources, will 
enable them to return at least a part of the 
amount to their too generous associate. 

We cannot conclude this article without 
alluding to the liberal encouragement 
afforded to our Calcutta brethren in these 
labours, by the American and Foreign Bible 
Society. In addition to the two handsome 


our last report, the board of that Society 
have lately voted a further noble donation 
of 5000 dollars (upwards of £1000 sterling) 
to be applied to the printing and distribu- 
tion of the Scriptures in Bengali, and other 
languages of the East, at the discretion of 
the CalcuttaMissionaries.” 

While the generous assistance for which 
the committee are indebted to the American 
and Foreign Bible Society, will thus greatly 
augment the usefulness of our missionaries. 
in the East, it must, at the same time, tend 
to promote a feeling of affectionate unionand 
cordial co-operation with our transatlantic 
brethren, and may serve also to stimulate 
Christians in this country, who may possess 


the ability, to corresponding exertions in fa- 

vour of the important objects which their — 
fellow Chtistians in another hemisphere 
| have so nobly supported, — ai 


<a. 
jody -- 
< 


donations of £2500 each, acknowledged in | 
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BRITISH ENCOURAGEMENT TO INDIAN 
IDOLATRY. 

On this painful subject the following 
Memorial has lately been forwarded to 
the Honourable Court of Directors of 
the Kast India Company. Copies were 
also sent to Lord Viscount Melbourne, 
as head of Her Majesty’s Government, 
and to the Right Honourable Sir John 
Cain Hobhouse, Bart., President of the 
Board of Control. 


To the Honourable the Court of Directors of 
the East India Company. 


The Memorial of the Committee of the 
Baptist Missionary Society. 


Humbly Showeth, 

That your Memorialists represent a So- 
ciety, formed in the year 1792, for “the 
propagation of the Gospel among the Hea- 
then,” and that this object has been pursued 
by its missionaries in Bengal, and other 
parts of British India, from that time to the 
present. : 

That this Society acknowledges, with gra- 
titude to Divine Providence, that many 
misconceptions respecting the nature of 
their undertaking, and the proceedings of 
their missionaries, which formerly prevail- 


-éd, have been removed; “and that great fa- 
__ Gilities have been secured for the prosecu- 


. tion of those labours in which the ministers 


and teachers of the Christian Religion have 
been engaged. 

That while your Memorialists rejoice that 
the exertions of their missionaries have been 
successful, to a considerable extent, not 
only in the direct and principal object they 
have had in view, but also in promoting the 
interests of literature, civilization, and hu- 


“ manity, among the population of that great 


empire, they deeply lament the continuance 
and encouragement which are afforded by 
the present regulations of the Government 
of the Honourable East India Company, to 
the cruel, licentious, and degrading idola- 
tries of India; whereby the prejudices of 
the natives against Christianity are materi- 
ally strengthened, and its progress greatly 
obstructed. 

- That, as several years have elapsed since 
the subject was brought under the notice of 
your Honourable Court, and more especi- 
ally as a despatch in which it was fully and 
very ably reviewed in all its bearings, was 
forwarded by your Honourable Court to 
the Governor-General in February, 1833, 
wherein your decision was explicitly made 
known, that the evils complained of should 
be brought 
rialists were induced to hope that our holy . 
religion would no longer be dishonoured. in 

¢ eyes of pagan idolators, and the whole 

Christian world. 
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to a termination, your Memo- } 
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That it is therefore with much disap- 
pointment and deep regret your Memorial- 
ists have learned that with the exception of 
releasing the peasantry from coercion in 
drawing the idol cars at certain heathen fes- 
tivals, no steps have been taken by the au- 
thorities in India to carry into execution 
the orders of your Honourable Court. 

That, considering the bearing of this 
question on the allegiance due to the Su- 
preme Ruler of the Universe,—on the moral 
condition .of so many millions of immortal 
beings, whose prejudices are strengthened 
by the open sanction now given to their 
idolatrous superstitions,—and on the con- 
scientious feelings of our own countrymen 
in the East, many of whom recently trans- 
mitted through the late venerable Bishop of 
Madras, a forcible representation on the 
subject to the Governor of that Presidency, 
your Memorialists do earnestly, but re- 
spectfully implore your Honourable Court 
to take prompt and effectual measures to 
secure the execution of your former orders, 
viz.,— 

“That the interference of British func- 
tionaries in the interior management of na- 
tive temples, in the customs, habits, and 
religious proceedings of their priests and 
attendants, in the arrangements of their 
ceremonies, rites, and festivals, and gene- 
rally in the conduct of their-interior eco- 
nomy, shalfcease. 

“That the pilgrim-tax shall everywhere 
be abolished. 

«That in all matters relating to their 
temples, their worship, their festivals, their 
religious practices, their ceremonial observ- 
ances, our native subjects be left entirely to 
themselves.” 

And your Memorialists will ever pray, Xe. 


From the Government departments 
we have received mere official acknow- 
ledgments of the receipt of the above 
Memorial. The reply from the East 
India House stated that, “ this subject 
has fora long time engaged, and still. 
continues to engage, the attentive con- 
sideration of the Court of Directors.” 

We trust that this lengthened ‘‘con= 
sideration” will, ere long, issue in some 
effective proceedings ; and we are in 
some measure encouraged by observing 


what has lately taken place in reference 


to the temple of Deogur, or Bydenath, 


situate to the south of Calcutta, and one 


of the most renowned in Bengal. Though 


this is not one of these places of idol 
atrous resort from which the Indian Go- 


yernment derives a revenue, yet the 
appointment of the High-Priest, which 
is a very lucrative office, has always been’ 
made by the British authorities. Surba- 
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cund, the individual who filled that — st, 
died afew months since, but the Go- 
vernment, although sérongly urged to 
exercise their prerogative as formerly, 
firmly declined taking any steps in the 
matter, leaving the natives to settle the 
matter for themselves. Thus British 
superintendance and connexion with this 
unhallowed shrine has ceased for ever, 
and we trust this may be regarded as an 
eamest of still better things to come. 


JAMAICA. 


From Mrs. Phillippo, Spanish Town, 
28th Jan., 1838. 


Mrs. Phillippo begs to say, that as fre- 
quent inquiries are made of her by kind 
friends in different parts of England (who 
are anxious to show their good will to the 
schools in Jamaica, by donations of useful 
and fancy articles) as to what are really use- 
ful and saleable there, and on the contrary; 
she would be much obliged by the insertion 
of the following list in the Herald, as the 
most effectual mode of making known the 
information required. Saleable and useful 
articles :—Dresses made of print, gingham, 
or muslin; girls’ frocks, white or of a light 
color (neat patterns), suitable for children 
from three years old and upwards, made 
with long sleeves and high necks; baby’s 
short frocks; caps and shoes, such as are 
worn in England in the summer ; girls’ and 
babies’ under garments, made with round 
bosoms, drawn with a string, as two articles 
only are usually worn. Little boys’ dresses, 
ladies’ collars, shirts, capes, and aprons, day 
and night caps, &e. &e. Gentlemen's col- 
lars, stocks, watchguards, purses, &e. Dress- 
ed dolls, bags of all descriptions, pen wipers, 
tea-pot and urn rugs; toilet, emery, and 
other pincushions; fans, and any articles of 
haberdashery ormillinery, suited for summer 
wear. Articles of cutlery would be very ac- 
ceptable, and books, bound orin boards. Any 
articles stuffed with bran, as well as fine 
screens and chimney ornaments are unsale- 
able and useless articles in Jamaica. 


.LUCEA. 


From Mr. Oughton, Dec. 12, 1887 :— 


I am happy to say that my prospects at 
all my stations are of the most pleasing de- 
scription. At this place and Green Island 
the congregations increase rapidly. I 
preached at the latter place last Lord’s-day 
morning, for the third time, and adminis- 
tered the ordinance of the Lord’s supper; 
after which I (as usual) returned to Lucea 
(12 miles), where I preached in the evening 
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to a larger congregation than I ever saw 
before at this place at an evening service. 
I hold a prayer-meeting here every Monday. 
Mrs. O. has a female class, containing about 
seventy persons, on Tuesday evening, and 
I hold a similar one on Wednesday evening 
for males, and preach on Thursday. Friday 
evening I preach at some of the out-stations, 
Fletcher’s Grove or Gurney’s Mount. My 
principal object at these class-meetings is to 
ascertain the extent of their scriptural 
knowledge, remove any erroneous impres- 
sions which they may have formed, and 
furnish such information as they appear 
most to need. It is indeed a most interest- 
ing sight to see perhaps a dozen poor ne- 
groes sitting round a table, with their Tes- 
taments open before them, and hear them 
answering the questions proposed, or asking 
such as occur to their minds; while up- 
wards of forty others, who cannot read, 
form an outer circle, watching with intense 
interest the proceedings, and striving to 
catch a word or two of instruction from the 
passages which are read, or the answers 
given. I have great hope from this method, 
and trust that, under the divine blessing, it 
will have a very beneficial influence on the 
people. 

Gurney’s Mount is still my joy and 
crown; the people there appear to be truly 
walking in the fear of the Lord and the 
comforts of the Holy Ghost. I am on 
every visit delighted with their zeal and 
affection, and nothing distresses me so much 
as the idea of parting with them, They, 
too, appear to feel it deeply, and are conti- 
nually asking me whether some arrangement 
cannot be made, to prevent our separation. 
They have said that they should be perfectly 
satisfied, if I would spend one week in 
three with them; and on other Lord’s days 
they would come to Lucea, which is only 
about thirteen miles by the mountain foot- 
road, 

On the 22nd of October I baptized 80 
persons, making 139 since our last associa- 
tion reports. {[ had been several months 
examining them previously, and also ap- 
pointed messengers to inquire into their 
moral character; so that every precaution 
was used to prevent the reception of im- 
proper persons. 
that they are sincere followers of the Lamb. 

The day of baptism was a deeply inter-. 
esting one to me, At six o’clock, A.m., an 
immense congregation was assembled, con- 
taining a larger number of overseers and 
white persons than I had ever observed 
before, 
with the greatest propriety; indeed, from 
the deportment of the spectators, I 


should think that curiosity was the — 
least influencing principle. At 10 o’clock — 
the chapel was crowded to excess, when I _ 


I have reason to hope 


The ceremony was conducted 4 
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addressed the newly baptized persons from 
John viii, 31: ‘If ye continue in my word, 
then are ye disciples indeed.” It was a 
solemn season; many were in tears, and I 
hope a lasting impression was made. At 
the urgent request of the people, I have 
resolved to establish a day-school at this 
station, 


BAHAMAS. 


We have the pleasure to announce 
that Mr. and Mrs. Applegate arrived at 
Nassau, in safety, on the 9th of Novem- 
ber. Two vessels which sailed previ- 
ously from New York had been lost in 
the disastrous hurricane which visited 
those seas in the preceding month ; and 
the vessel in which our friends sailed, 
narrowly escaped shipwreck, so that we 
haye peculiar reason to praise that por- 
tecting hand which guided them in safety 
to their desired haven. 

A subsequent letter announces that 
Mr. and Mrs. Leaver also had arrived at 
Nassau on Lord’s-day, the 14th Janu- 
ary. In a letter written by Mr. L., 
previously to his leaving New York, he 
speaks, in terms of lively and affec- 
tionate gratitude, of the great kindness 
they had experienced during their so- 
journ in New York, from many Chris- 
tian friends in and near that city. In 
these acknowledgments the Committee 
would heartily join. It is very delight- 
ful to witness such proofs that, sub- 
stantially, the friends of the Redeemer 
in every region of the globe are one. 

In a recent-letter from Mr. Burton, he 


made mention of several agents, raised up | 


in the scene of his labours, whom he was 
instructing and employing in various 
ways for the spiritual benefit of their 
neighbours. From one of these, Mr. 
Archibald Taylor, we have lately re- 
ceived a brief and artiess account of the 
manner in which he was first impressed 
by divine truth, and of his present en- 
gagements. Our readers will not be 
unwilling to peruse this, whicli we pre- 
sume to be the first epistolary effort of 
a negro brother, rescued from ignorance 
and sin by a divine blessing on the la- 
bours of our Society. The letter is ad- 
dressed to the Secretary, and dated 
Nassau, Aug. 12, 1837. 
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Dear Sir, 


This is the first time I have written to 
you. J] thank God that I am permitted to 
do so: I thank God and the Society for 
sending missionaries to the Bahamas, for 
they were the means of bringing me to 
Christ. Before Mr. Burton came here, I 
was in a poor state, for I cared nothing 
about my soul; I never felt any concern 
about it at all. Through God's mercy, I 
have been convineed of my sins by his 
preaching. My first conviction was on a 
Sabbath morning, when the ordinance of 
baptism was attended to by poor Mr. Pearson, 
who is now with “the spirits of just men 
made perfect.”’ Mr. Burton was not here 
at the time; he was at one of the out- 
islands, I, a spectator, went to look at the 
candidates who were standing around, ready 
to follow the example of their Saviour, not 
knowing that soon after I should have to 
cast my lot among them. When I heard 
Mr. Pearson say, ‘‘ See, here is water, what 
doth hinder me from being baptized ?” the 
words sunk down into my heart. The 
question was with myself, What was hin- 
dering me? I felt myself a poor sinner, 
who had never before offered an acceptable 
prayer to God. Soon after, my sins were 
troublesome to me; my soul appeared to 
be lost forever. Yet I did not despair; I 
still could_exclaim, ‘Though I have sinned, 
yet will I look towards his holy temple.” 

After I was called to the service of 
Christ, I was desirous of making known 
Christ to my fellow-creatures. The Lord 
heard my prayers, and has called me to it; 
and I am receiving instruction from Mr. 
Burton, to prepare for the work which 
Christ has called me to. When called at 
first to this work, I felt doubtful, because 
of not being worthy; but after thinking 
about the souls of my fellow-creatures, I. 
made up my mind to do what I could for 
the cause of Christ. Iam engaged mostly 
at Grant’s Town, twice on the Sabbath, and 
once through the week, and am endeayour- 
ing to point my fellow-sinners to Christ. 
The sabbath-school at Grant’s Town is in a 
prosperous state. There are in it upwards 
of one hundred children, and a few grown 
persons. J am engaged through the day 
with Mr. Burton in reading, writing, gram- 
mar, arithmetic, and copying theological 
lectures. I am also writing out sermons 
for him to correct. 

Iam, dear Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
ARCHIBALD TAYLOR. 
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LIST OF LETTERS LATELY RECEIVED. 


East Inpres.—Rev. J. Thomas, Calcutta, May 22nd; W. Carey, Cutwa, July 19; 
A. Leslie, Monghyr, July 30; H. Beddy, Patna, June 14; G, Pearce, Seebpore, July 19; 
E. Daniel, Ceylon, Oct. 31. 3 

West Inptes.—Rev. T. F. Abbott, St. Ann’s Bay, Oct. 2, at Port Maria, Oct. 7, Nov. 
7, Dec. 12, 30, Jan. 16; W. Knibb, Falmouth, Oct. 4, Nov. 1, 14, 16, 27 (two); J. 
M. Phillippo, Spanish Town, Oct. 8, Members at Gurney’s Mount, Oct. 7; T. Burchell, 
Oct. 3, 31, Dec. 5, Jan. 17; W. Dendy, Salter’s Hill, Oct. 24, Jan. 16; John Clark, 
Brown's Town, Oct. 24, Jan. 2, 17; John Kingdon, Belle Castle, Oct. 24, Nov. 22, Jan. 
9; F. Gardner, Kingston, Nov. 14; Joshua Tinson, Kingston, Oct. 31, Dec. 27: John 
Clarke, Jericho, Nov. 25, Dec. 25; J. Hutchins, Savanna la Mar, Nov. 4, Jan. 17; B. B. 
Dexter, Stewart Town, Dec. —; S. Oughton, Lucea, Dec. 12; H. C. Taylor, Old Har- 
bour, Dec. 26, Jan. 17; J. Barlow, Annatto Bay, Dec. 23 ; T. Leaver, New York, Nov. 
28; 

Banamas.—J. Burton, Nassau, Oct. 14; T. Applegate, Nov. 28, Jan. 6. 

Honpuras.—A. Henderson, Belize, Oct. 11. 

Sout AFrrica.—W. Davies, Graham’s Town, Dec. 13. 


P.S. A Letter just arrived from Montego Bay states that Mr. and Mrs. Day and family 


had landed on the 30th January. 


HOME INTELLIGENCE. 


Before this paragraph meets the eye of 
our more distant readers, it is expected 
that the first of the missionary brethren 
for whom Mr. Pearce has been pleading, 
will have left his native shores. We re- 
fer to the Rey. Robert Bayne, who is 
about to embark for Calcutta, at Liver- 
pool, in the Elvira, 5 with his 
wife, and our frienas Mr. and Mrs. Sykes, 
connected with the church in the Cireu- 
lar Road, under the care of Mr. Yates. 
Mr. Bayne was solemnly designated to 
his important work, in services held be- 
fore he left Scotland, both at Falkland, 
and Cupar, in the county of Fife, in the 
former of which he had been exercising 
his ministry, while the latter is the resi- 
dence of his much esteemed friend and 
former pastor, Mr. Jonathan Watson. 
A yaledictory service was also held at 
Lime Street, Liverpool, on the 17th of 
January, when he was affectionately and 
suitably addressed by Mr. Lister, the 
pastor of the church meeting there, 


CANTERBURY. “ 

_ On Monday evening, March 5th, a united 
special meeting for prayer was held in the 
Baptist Chapel in this city, on the occasion 
of Mr. Henry Philpot leaving the church to 
proceed to Honduras, where he is about to 
assist our valued friend, Mr. Henderson, in 
his important labours. 

The Rey. J. M. Cramp, of St. Peter's, 
delivered an appropriate and impressive 
address, andthe Rev. J. Blomfield (Lady 
Huntingdon’s connexion), the Rev. H. Cres- 


well (Independent), and the Rev. W. Love-. 


less (many years a missionary at Madras), 
evgaged in prayer. The service was of a 
very interesting character, and the congre- 
gation numerous. 

Mr. Philpot was expected to safl about the 
14th. May He who controlleth the winds 
and the waves conduct him safely to his 
destined port, and render him eminently 
useful in that land of heathen darkness! 

BEES 


From Rev. W., H. Pearce to the Secretary. 
Champion Hill, March 13, 1838. 
My dear Friend, 

As those friends who have contributed 
towards the extra fund for sending out Ten 
Missionaries to India, will naturally expect 
some further account_of its progress, I beg 
to send you a few particulars in continua- 
tion of my former letter on the subject, in- 
serted in the Herald for January last. 

The delicate state of my health, in con- 
nexion with the severity of the weather, has 
hitherto prevented my going far from Lon= 
don personally to solicit the contributions 
of individuals in the country; and my asso- 
ciate, Dr. Hoby, has been too fully engaged 
in his pastoral duties to labour from home, 


with the exception ofa short visit to Not-. 


tingham, during which two contributions of 
£50. each were kindly promised him, as the 
commencement of an effort in that town. 

In the meanwhile, however, something 


has been attempted in the metropolis and _ 
its neighbourhood; Accompanied by my ~ 
dear friend, Mr. E. Carey, 1 have waited 


upon many oe in London and Cam- 
berwell, an 
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has been expressed in our object, and the 
generous support which has in most cases 
been extended to it. Including the result 


of these efforts, and some contributions | 


kindly forwarded without a personal appli- 
cation, the sum of £800. has been secured 
within the last three months. This raises the 
amount of all which has been received, or 
promised for the Ten Missionaries proposed, 
to £4,200, leaving still a deficiency of about 
£800. 

We sympathize fully with the Committee 
in the wish they entertain, that this sum 
should be raised, if possible, before the An- 
nual Meeting. We propose, therefore, to 
visit those parts of the country from which 
we have received invitations; and trust 
that generous friends in other parts will 
kindly send to you at Fen Court, without 
delay, the sums they intend to contribute. 

As in all similar endeavours, so also in 
this, we have found the raising the last thou- 
sand pounds, the most difficult part of our 
task. The friends of Missions may rest as- 
sured, therefore, that any aid they can offer 
will be most acceptable. 

It will, doubtless, be gratifying to contri- 
butors to know, that the messengers. of 
mercy, whom they are anxious to send forth 
to the heathen, are proceeding to their 
work. Our excellent brother, Mr. Bayne, 
who was in January last set apart as a mis- 
sionary, has been long detained at Liverpool; 
but has at last, with Mr: B. sailed in the 
Elvira, for Bengal—they are accompanied 
by Mr. and Mrs. Sykes, who are acquainted 
with the Bengali Language, and will gladly 
render: our friends any assistance in their 
power in acquiring it. Mr. Harris, D.V., 
will be set apart as a missionary to Ceylon, 
on the 28th of this month, and with Mrs. H. 
and family, will sail for Colombo immedi- 
ately afterwards. Contributors to this en- 
terprise will regard with interest these first 
fruits_of their liberality, and will remember 
in their prayers these esteemed brethren, 
and others who are about to follow them, to 
the almost neglected but promising field of 
missionary exertion. oe : 

* Commending also to the prayers of your 
readers, our dear brethren already engaged 
in the arduous work of making known to 
the heathen the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, ‘ 
I remain, my dear friend, 
Yours, most sincerely, 
W. H. PEearce.. 


—— 


Notice respecting Bequests to the Society. 


The attention of those friends who 
may be making bequests to the Society 
(and its present position and prospects 
are such as render this, among other 
modes of helping it, peculiarly needed), 


| sti be void. 
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is respectfully directed to the new Act 
with respect to Wills, which came into 
force on the first day of the present year. 
By this law, it is required, that all Wills 
shall be in writing, shall be signed at 
the foot or end thereof, by the testator, 
or by some other person in his presence, 
and by his direction—and that such sig- 
nature shall be made or acknowledged 
by the testator in the presence of at least 
two witnesses present at the same time, 
who shall attest and subscribe the Will 
in the testator’s-presence. 

These requirements apply also to any 
alterations in, or codicil to Wills, which 
may have been executed previous to the 
first of January last. 

While on this subject, we would im- 
press on our friends the necessity of 
great care in providing that the legacies 
be paid out of personal, and not real 
property. Experience has shown that 
many legal practitioners even are igno- 
rant or unmindful of the extent to which 
the Mortmain Act vitiates bequests in 
any manner connected with land. In 
the hope of avoiding the repetition of 
losses, such as the Mission has already 
experienced in this way, we entreat the 
particular attention of our readers to the 
following paragraph, extracted from a 
work just published, entitled, ‘ Plain 
Directions for making Wills, &e., by J. 
C. Hudson, Esq., of the Legacy Duty 
Office.” 

The Statute of 9 Geo. II., ¢. 36, called 
the Mortmain Act, is not repealed or altered 


“by the 1 Vicrori#, ¢. 26; and therefore 


legacies to charities. out of real estate will 
Ifa Testator desire to leave 
legacies to charities, he must take care to 
make them payable, either expressly, or by 
ordinary course of law, out of such personal 
estate as may be applied for that purpose. 
A bequest to a charity of a term for years, 
or leasehold property; or of money to arise 
from, or be produced by, the sale of land; 
or by the rents, profits, or other interest 
arising from land; or a bequest of money, 
to be laid out in land; or a bequest of 
money secured by mortgage; or a bequest 
of annuities charged on land, or rather rent- 
charges ; or a bequest of money, with a di- 
rection to apply it in paying off mortgages 
on schools and chapels; or a bequest of 
money secured on parochial-rates, or county- 


rates, or turnpike-tolls—is, in each case, 


void ; and even where no particular fund is 
pointed out in the Will, for the payment of 
charitable legacies, and they are conse- 
quently a charge on the residue, and the re- 
sidue consists, in part, of property of all or 
either of the kinds above specified ; so much 
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cies as the exempted property bears to the 


of the legacies will become void as shall 
entire residue. 


bear the same proportton to the entire lega- 


Contributions received on Account of the Baptist Missionary Society, from 
February 16, to March 16, 1858, not including individual subscriptions : 


Salisbury and Downton, by Rev. E. Triplow, Col. by Miss M. Foster.......- 010 0 
Garena. Haein ciesiee-vre acide lo were v's 0 ole 19 1 6|\ Cambridge Ladies’ Association, for Fe- 
Newbury, by Rev. T. Welsh.......... 39 4 0 male Education, by Mrs. Foster....... 12 5 9 
Ashampstead, by Rev. H. Fuller......-. 414 0 | Bramley, Friends by Mr. J. Cliff........ 15 0 0 
Weymouth, subscriptions by Mr. Harding 6 10 6 | Oxford, by S. Collingwood, Esq., fur 
Elgin and Morayshire Missionary Society Schools at Calcutta............-.----. 10 1 6 
by Rev..N. M'Neil. .....05. 6 ass0s »» 516 0 | Oxford, by do., for Schools at Spanish 
Bath Auxiliary, by John Smith, Esq... 20-0 0 Town, Jamaica.........-. tenet ie! 2 ees 
Twiekcnham, Col. by Mrs. Litchfield... 1 9 4 ' Boxmoor, by Rev. F. W. Gotch,....... 4 4 6 
DONATIONS. 
Po, Dy MES REAR o. o.e's  o sjecerapeeisccwnsvi aes BOs OAS, OC, are ceelugis. skates « als de 3(ns oe ee ons, auk . Se 
Anonymous, for Jamaica, .+..seereeeeee 10 0 0 | Ladies’ Society for Promoting Female 
Mr. Dunn, Basingsloke...+-++eeeeeeees 170-0 Education in China and the East, for 
Mr. V. Figgius........- Se ewaason ni 5 Dg /O the Sibpur Female Boarding School..,. 25 0 0 
ERG Dee sices Sealed tte evil store Bin oe Siclerste attire 210 0 | Friend te the cause, by Rev. S. Drawn... 2 0 0 
LEGACIES. 
James Dicker, Esq., late of 425, Strand, Messrs. Hatchard and Thompson, Executors..,. 19 0 0 
William Burls, Esq., late of Edmonton, Mrs. M. Burls, Executrix, Messrs. Cozens and 
Blight, Executors,.......+...++s Mipioie 6,419 <iwvasinte [mat gietmteiaieioie’s veep bie ieee) Oa 6 te tarea aie Oem 1 90 0 0 


Additional Contributions towards sending out Ten Missionaries to India. 


TRSOM stfscsi x ics oualCaleltnceeee atas a 10y 620-35 Deaandeeadc:. vec. Rhona bona cee oO Ome 
MroR? Ball, Teunlontenccde: Wess aee's's 0-10 0 | WrP.) Parken, Bsqs0.. sae veeee oe SS 
CGSKitson;eEsg.v aes cuaen cs diet. Vesta 201100") J-.P> Parken :itiwanernae ace Wine winiein balers « @2en 
John Fell, Esq.. xear Ulverston......+ ees 5 0-0 | W. Freeman, Esq., Milbank. ...«s ccs 5 0-0 
Feter Ellis, Esq., Hackney.......-2+0++0 10 10 0 | R. Pope, Esq., Camberwell........... eo 2-2 0 
Jc J: Luntley; Brq:; do. sve. cessewes ne 2 0 0| A Friend, by Mrs. Eason, Do....... 2006 
H. Gamble, Esq., do........ iseeteeswe Fo] >0 || Mr,Boyes and Ramily, Dave. aayen— siecle ELON): 
Mrs. Waters, ae Rh ee age 5-8-0 || Mr. J, Baven, DG. . oss c oniaen coun ot 100 
Cilipstone, Friends by Rey. T. T. Gough. 13 0 0 | Thomas Walker, Esq., Herne Hill....... 5 0 0 
Mrs. Lum, -Bollonievsceciscsvee Dectes 00-0 0-| J. MeAIE Beq., Loughion.... 0... ..00s LOO 
Messrs, R. and T, Freeman............. 5 0 0 | Mr. Skerritt, Do................. So asa 500 
Friends at Glasgow and Manchester, by Joseph Fletcher, Esq., Toltenham...... 100 0 0 
Dirk FHOMpPsONy woes as ces soe ceadels 30 0 0 | Luke Howard, Esq., and Mrs, Howard, 
Ws rBest ss Bisqis- Cxbridge ym. dae wadsietanes 10. 6 DDO 0 Pacaiale ete arate Oe Oy eae ne. sO 
Mr. Wilkinson’s Children and Pupils, do 1 4 0 | Thomas Bickham, Esq., Do............. 20 0 Oo 
W. W. Nash, Esq.. Royston.........+ - 10 0 0 | Joseph Laundy, Esq., Do.............. 20 0 © 
Rev. E. Steane, Camberwell, for first Miss D..S; Dermer, Dou. sacieiew sos 0% eee em) 
five) Missionariesi< .tiscs cms Ciitiedatceets 10.40» 0: |. Mr, Gibson, Da. .:....... Cueoscaaesne UD 
Rev. W. H. Murch, D.D., Stepney, do.. 5 0 0 | Robert Howard, Esq., Do.............. 10 0 0 
Joshua Vines, Esq., do, by Dr. Murch.... 5 0 0 | John Eliot Howard, Esq., Do...........15 0 0 
Messrs. W. H. Allen, and Co., Leadenhall James Warmington, Esq>, Do.......... 5 0 09 
Stree Gig aii taba s0iiis des Ss cele ceekicaces- SGMi9O | Misses Stacey, UO. tarece secs sercsees, 5 0H 
Messrs. Ward and Trego, Paternoster Uo GeePittard: Bisgy DO. ses ccc esos os 5 0 @ 
Row...... Sawa Mek Flaeleie Veal wineie.e ics See. 0 || GMA GLIDER DDO pitta vole sc Se'slale oie 100 
Benjamin Shaw; sdeneehevcsiees aces oe 25. 0 WF) A Brlendiy, iiss exe saves a ueveeews 00 
Mr. Walkden,;~Laurence Lane.......... 2 0 0 | John J. Fletcher, Esq., Do.. 20 
J. Blower, Esq., Lincoln’s-Inn Fields... 1 1 0 | W. Janson, jua., Esq., Do.., . 20 
Mr. Dawson, Hunter Street.,.ssccoossse 5 0 0 | S. S...crcccsecccecececceserscsvessers 100 0 0. , 
Miscellaneous Contributions for Special Objects. ; 


Of Mrs. Lum, Bolton, for Schools at Montego Bay, by Rev. T. Burchell............. 10 
a —____——_ St. Ann’s Bay, by Rev. T. F. Abbott............ 10 
Falmouth, by Rev. W. Knibb......... 


ie 


° 
= 
J 
ecooceo 
escosoo 
“ 
—— = Oe 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The thanks of the Committee are respectfully presented to Miss Robinson fi 
~~ parcel of the Life of Swartz; to Joseph Thnaneen jun., Esq., and George Tabor, Eeq, > 
Bocking, for Magazines ; to Ladies at Leighton Buzzard, per Mrs. Adey, for box of articles 
SA mad ohn Clarke, Jericho; and to Ladies at Worcester, for box for Rey, W. Knibb, | 
Falmouth. Se 2p, 


—_e__--loee — —— es ; 
J. Haddon, Castle Street, Finsbury, al 


: 
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Subscriptions and Donations received by the Secretary, Rev. S. GREEN, Walworth; by the 
Rey. J. DyErR, at the Baptist Mission Rooms, 6, Fen Court, Fenchurch Street; and the Rev. 
STEPHEN Davis, 92, St. John Street Road, Islington; the Messrs. Miuarp, Bishopsgate 
Street ; SanpersS, 104, Great Russel Street, Bloomsbury ; LapBRoKE & Co., Bankers, Bank 
Buildings; Burus & Co., Lothbury ; by the Rev. C. ANDERSON, Edinburgh; the Rev. Mr. 
Innes, Frederick Street, Edinburgh ; the Rev. J. Forp, 1, Rathmines-road, Dublin ; by Mr. 
J. Hopxins, Bull Street, Birmingham ; by Mr. J. H. Annen, Norwich; and by any Baptist 
Minister, in any of our principal towns. 


The public Meeting of this Society to receive the Report, is fixed for Finsbury Cha- 
pel, Rev. A. Fletcher’s), on Tuesday morning, May Ist. Chair to be taken by 
Ebenzer Foster, Esq. of Cambridge, at 11 o’clock. The attendance of ministers and 
friends from the country, as well as in town, is earnestly requested. 


We beg also to state that the Sermon on behalf of the Society, usually preached 
im connexion with our missionary services is unavoidably postponed till about 
August, or perhaps later, when we hope one of the brethren who will have re- 
turned, if all be well, from their preaching tour in the south of Ireland, may be 


. 


induced to plead its cause. 


The announcement will be made in due time. 


The following extracts from the correspondence of the agents in Ireland, will be 


read with interest. 


From Denis Mulhern : 

In order that my journals in future may 
begin and end as the months do, I now give 
you an abstract of my labours for the last 
sixteen days. 

Together with conducting many religious 
conversations of an interesting nature with 


individuals, I have had, during this period, 


twenty-one opportunities of reading the 
Scriptures for families, and engaging with 
them in prayer as often as possible. During 
this period, I have also endeavoured to 
preach or lecture-on nine different occasions 
to congregations generally well attended. 


Permit me, dear Sir, to say that I feel 


great cause of thankfulness to Him in whose 
blessed work I am engaged for the increasing 
prospects of usefulness which are offering, 
and a part of my constant supplication at a 
throne of mercy, is, that I may by constantly 
receiving ‘grace upon grace,” to be enabled to 
persevere in the conscientious discharge of 
the three-fold duty that devolves upon me ; 
Ast, to the God and Father of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, for having by his free 
and discriminating grace called me out of 
nature’s darkness to the marvellous light of 
the gospel ; 2ndly, to the benevolent Society 


whose servant I am, and 3rdly, to my fellow- 
‘sinners in general, to make known unto them 


so far as the Lord in bis grace may enable 
me, the unsearchable riches of Christ’s saving 
mercies. ss 

It is encouraging to reflect, that whatever 
opposition we may meet with, and however 
weak the instrumentality may be, the cause 


/ 
' 


in which we are engaged must ultimately 
triumph over all opposition, and the gospel 
disseminate its benign influence even unto 
the ends of-the-earth ; then the kingdoms of 
this world shall become the ‘‘ kingdoms of our 
Lord and of his Christ.” 


From Thomas Berry, Abbeylieux, March 1, 


After a daily account of labours for the 
month of February, the letter proceeds : 

From the foregoing short outline of the 
manner in which my time for the last month 
has been occupied, you will be able to form 
an opinion of the manner in which I am 
generally engaged. You will have the good- 
ness to make some allowance for the severity 
of the weather, and the illness of my wife. 


| Had it not been for these circumstances, my 


preaching would have been more frequent 
and extensive; but now as both of these are 
in a great measure removed, I hope I shall 
be more diligent in the best of causes, and 
the most delightful of employments. At the 
Donnoughmore station in particular, the Lord 
is showing a token for good. 


for baptism, three sisters, of whose piety T 
have not the least doubt; they would be 
baptized now, but they appear inclined to 
wait till March or April, that they may be 


‘baptized along with some female relatives, ~ 


who are expected then to put on Christ pub. 
licly. Also at this station a young man ap- 
; 2 ¢ 


The congrega-—— 
}tion is large (I call usually from fifty to. 

| seventy a large congregation) and at present 
there are three, I might say four, candidates 


Sse 


“za 
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pears to see the propriety of rendering obe- 
dience to Christ in his ordinances. J hope 
well of this young man, but think he re- 
quires more instruction, Roscrea continues 
increasingly interesting. I advised the few 
friends there to meet on Lord’s-day for 
prayer and reading the Scriptures. I hope 
their number will increase: it was truly de- 
lightful to hear Mr. D., the young man 
referred to in a former letter pour out his 
soul at our prayer-meeting, This was his 
first attempt in public; he is one whose 
heart the Lord has touched. A Mr, C. 
also assists. 


Ropert BEATY, residing near Coolaney, 
Sligo, after referring to 42 occasions, on 
which he had met with small companies of 
his countrymen assembled to hear the word 
of God, twenty, fifteen, and fewer persons, 
down to two or three being present, writes— 

22nd. After the decease of Mr. C. I 


‘visited his family; read and _ explained 


part of 1 Thess. iv. was greatly pleased 
with the conversation of a young wo- 
man, who said that she was thankful and 
rejoiced that her father departed trusting in 
the merits of the Saviour. In the year 1815, 
at the commencement of the Society’s ope- 
rations in this country, this old man cheer- 
fully granted to me a house, gratis, to teach 
in it the first of the Society’s schools that 
was opened in this country. Since that 
period he has given a place on his land, 
where a school-house has been built, and is 
now occupied by J. Gallagher’s school, and 
also has long served as a preaching house. 
This was a means of bringing the word of 
God to the poor man’s door, and sometimes 
under his roof, and I trust the Lord accom- 
panied his word with power to his soul, and 
that he is also blessing it to many others. 

Visited four families in Ballinacarrow, and 
its vicinity. In one of these, an old woman 
who cannot go to any place of worship be- 
cause of infirmity, expressed her thankful- 
ness for some tracts I had formerly given her, 
telling me-that she is sensible of her own 
sinfulness by nature, but that she rejoices 
that she can go to the Saviour just as she is, 
that she can mect him in a silent dark corner 
of her cottage; that this is all the comfort 
of her life, I gave her another tract, and 
had a good deal of conversation, 


PATRICK GUNNING writes to Mr. Thomas, 
Feb. 15th. 

I am happy to inform you, that many 
Roman Catholics in this vicinity are thankful 
for the few tracts and testaments distributed 
during the last month; they earnestly desire 
more. Many read them attentively, and I 
hope to spiritual advantage, One young 
woman is committing parts of the New 
‘Testament to memory ; she comes frequently 


in the evening to read with my family, and 
appears to be inquiring for the truth as it is 
in Jesus. Another young person, a youth 
of some promise, refuses to attend at mass, 
through the influence the blessed book has 
had on his mind. Before going to their 
chapel on Lord’s-day morning, many Roman 
Catholics assemble at my house to hear the 
Scriptures read: some, indeed, to contend 
and argue ; others, I hope, to receive know- 
ledge from Him who spake as never man 
spake. 

Witttam Moxuam, Raharney, Longford. 
Jan. 14th, writes to Mr. Hamilton: 

The religious state of our little church in 
this part of your district is pleasing; the 
means of grace have been regularly attended ; 
the divine blessing has been poured upon 
many people, though they have not become 
members with us, ere long, I trust, they will 
become obedient servants, and walk worthy 
of their vocation in lowliness and meekness 
with long-suffering, forbearing one another in 
love. They show to all that they are united 
in Christian affection, They have received 
the truth in faith, in love, and in much assu- 
rance, and as a happy consequence, they 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

I continue to read God’s word from house 
to house, expounding it in the most simple 
manner I can, and generally conclude with 
prayer. I meet many enemies to God’s word 
in my walks, but I strive to avoid them as 
much as in me lies: when asked any question 
that I consider I ought to answer, I give my 
Opinion. 

On the 3rd, inst. I went to the village of 
Cluntymullin, where I happened to meet 
with three Roman catholic men in a Roman 
catholic house, and as I had first a conver- 
sation with them, one of them asked me my 
belief as to transubstantiation. I told them 
that it was not my principle to have any 
controversy with my fellow-man, but to go 
about from house to house to read God’s 
word wherever I amreceived. In reply, they 
told me it was for me to give my opinion, 
I said, my friends, the change of a bit of 
bread into a full grown human body, while 
to all the senses it remains unchanged, is a 
doctrine shocking to common sense, and gives 
the lie to the maker of man. If God made 
man, and gave him the senses which he pos- 
sesses, transubstantiation must be false. It 
is a first principle that the things distinctly 
perceived by the senses do really exist, and 
are what we perceive them to be. Now, in 


the mass we are told there is a conversion of By. 
bread and wine into the body and blood of 


Christ, and that after consecration there’re- 


‘mains neither bread nor wine; four of our 
‘senses solemnly declare that this is false. 


We look at it, taste it, smell, and handle it, 


oe 
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by which we are assured that there is nei- 
ther flesh, nor blood, nor bones, nor any 
thing like a human body, such as Christ had. 
Jesus said unto his disciples, handle me and 
see, for a spirit hath not flesh and bones as 
you see me have. Luke xxiv. 59. I left them 
reasoning with themselves. 


RIcHARD Moort, Liffaney, Sligo, writes : 


I have visited the scheols in my district, 
and find that they are still very efficient, and 
as well attended, if not better, than at any 
former period. 

I have distributed the small number of 
tracts I had in my possession this month, and 
found that I required many more, as the 
demand for those blessed promulgators of gospel 
truth, especially among those of my poor coun- 
trymen who have not an opportunity of hearing 
the Scriptures read or explained but seldom, 
the district in which I labour is so capacious 
as to hinder me from visiting some places 
but seldom, and others not at all ; so from 
the paucity of the labourers, and the vast 
extent of labour, I am (and I trust so are 
you and all the friends of Zion) prepared to 
pray and wrestle with the Lord of the har- 
vest that he would send forth more labourers 
into his harvest. 


Mr. SHARMAN, Coolaney, writes, Feb. 20: 


I think I can say the Lord is with us: 
since I last wrote, you will doubtless be glad 
to know our congregations still continue to 
do well. 

That you may the better know what we are 
endeavouring to do on this district, I shall 
give you my journal for the last month. 

Sunday 21st ultimo, preached at Ballina- 
carrow in the morning, and at Coolaney same 
evening, at six o'clock. 

Monday 22nd, by the request of a few 
friends attended the wake of the late Mr. L. 
about one mile distant from this place: there 
was alarge assembly of persons there, and 
many respectable, to whom I preached, they 
heard attentively ; this dispensation I trust 
will be sanctified to his afflicted family, as 
they with other respectable persons attend 
preaching in Coolaney that never, I believe, 
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came before. This Mr. L. a highly respect- 
able man, came by his death while in an 
intoxicated state, by a fall; alas. how many 
such falls are occasioned by whiskey (justly 
termed indeed, ‘‘ liquid fire”) in poor Ire- 
land. May the time speedily come when the 
temperance cause shall have spread itself 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
land ! 


Mr. BaTés, Ballina, writes : 


I hope that a new era in the history and 
welfare of the Society is commenced, I 
have often thought that we have been acting 
in too disjointed a manner, From hence- 
forth I hope that we shall have more union 
amongst ourselves as agents, churches, and 
ministers, on this side the water, and have 
more union, intercourse, and friendship with 
our friends on that. Every one seems as 
if he had been acting entirely of himself, 
when, if we had been more united, we might 
have been fellow-helpers of each other’s joy. 
We have, as you perhaps are aware, a plan 
under consideration, whereby we hope to 
become more acquainted with one another. 
I feel persuaded that a well-digested system 
would create an union amongst ourselves, 
that would give a permanency to our la- 
bours, and in this dark and superstitious land 
be attended with beneficial results, 

I thank you for your kind letter, and your 
Christian advice. I need your counsel, 
and your prayers. Your observation 
about this being a land of ‘‘ Argumentarians”’ 
is just, and that it is destitute of fervent 
piety is perfectly right. We have a host of 
nominal Christians who are as calm and 
insensible as a statue of marble, acute in 
argument, and well versed in the Scriptures, 
but-destitute of Christian feeling and Chris- 
tian experience. How very few can say, 
«‘ did not our hearts burn within us py the 
way, and while he opened unto us the Scrip- 
tures?” I have occasionally been reminded 
of lines which I have seen in Fuller; 


’Tis Athen’s owl, and not Mount Zion’s dove 
The bird of learning, not the bird of love. 


CONTRIBUTIONS. 
From Jan. 20, to Mar. 17, 1838. 


Friend to cause, by the Rev. S. Brawn 2 0 0 


Biggleswade : - 
John Foster, Esq...... Races mee 
Mr. B. Foster.....+-+0++ i ey eat) 
L Mrs. Hall........ ee esioes can bagk 0 


cos o 


By the Secretary :— 
Truro: 


Collected after Sermons.... 2 6 9 
Rey. E, Clarke...... 1 0S0 
W. Tweedy, Esq. » (Schools) 010 0 
Mr. Blacker...... 010 0 
Miss Hornblow - 040 
Mrs. Jennings. . 050 
Miss Plummer............ 0 5 0 | 
Mrs. EvoRtaceschonganavtess On 7.6 
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Chacewater : 
Collected after sermon,. .. 
Mr, W. Rabey 
Mr. Matthew Tabyle.. 
Mr. Morcom, Whitehall. . 


St. Day, collection at........ 
Padstow, do......... ayaita HAE Aisa lneiii'a)e oteles 


Redruth; 
Collection after sermon,... 1 
Rev. J. Spasshatt..... . 
CACEPICHG cioaies oreracees eves 1 


Mrs Heyuess . .icceds caleote 0 
Mr. RW. Dunn... ..0.6> ipeeene 


Falmouth : 
Collection after sermon... . 
Mr. Bluett, Penryn........ 
Mr. W. H. Bond.........- 


Mrs. W. Downing.. = 
Mrs. Gays cscs siycol 
Mr. Gutheridge. Satriasere : 
Miss Leverton....... es tae 
Mr Mogg ictaran tne sais stre = 
Mr. Newcome..,........- 
Mrs. Osler..... ae aictas apie 
MivGRead faievesteees cose 
Mrs. Robinson 
Collection, Flushing,...... 


Samonanasowaune 


~ 


ceocoosceoet@oooosccon 
eeoocoeoagocsooon 


_ 


Plymouth : . 
Collection after sermon, Mr. 


How Street Society, i in aid of Missions.. 
Devonport, after sermon Mr. T. Horton’s 
Stonehouse, do. do. bpd Aaylon) me 
Modbury, do. do... ; . 
Kingsbridge, do dose ini aS as 6 
Friends by Mr, J. Nicholson 0 16 
Moiety of Juvenile 
Soc. by Miss Sophia 
Nicholson...... 
by Miss S. Nicholson 
by Mrs, Sinkins... 


“0 
0 
1 


015 
0 5 
.0 4 


Exeter, a few friends.......s..e.0ssse0+ 
Tottenham, Mrs. Fernie and friends, for 
« Mary’s Philanthropic School,” Mount 
Shannon, (Re sia See ace Sate nae a . 
A Friend, P....... 
Mr.G, Woodrow, by Mr. Ri Cs Matthews 
Mrs. Wedd, Watford..........e20055. 
Mrs. Nichols, Gollingham. - P 
Aberdeen, by Mr. Souter.............45 
Cc. M., for the~Limerick Mission, accord- 
ing to the suggestion in the report of 
the deputation*..........- 
Schools in prclgedy reese by a young 
MED si 4)0:6,.,20 
Old Friend.. 
Mr. Priestly Buckingham, for schools, . 


wee 


0 15 


1-5 4-5 7 


09 


(— Men) 
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1 
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Collected by Rev. T. Middleditch, 
Ipswich : 

Trowbridge collection 
Mire: Page, cen esa cass cs 
Ma. Salterac. dss set's skate 
Mrs, Salteriess.ic.s% Rrkets 
Mr. Stancomb............. 
Mr. Jos. Stancomb........ 
Mr, John Stancomb....... 


loooooco 


Bratton, collection... 5 2cc50ccecssees.s 
Melksham collection...... 

J. L. Philips, Esq........ A 
Rey. J. Russell, sub...... 

do. 


he ee 


eQ;oooo. 


Bradford collection......+. 
Miss Bead 0250.0 sss P aa 


Frome, 
Jones's ..49's duaeeeeenee 
Col. at Rev. C. J. Middle- 
GHCH’S: nen tse serene 
MES PORE aS. ccna s 
Mr. Brittain, don 


Beckingham collection...........+-..0+ 
Walininaterdousdetone ncceacaxeibec eer 
Westbury Leigh de, <c2 s'sisiciesitat cles cietes 
Bath 

Collection at Somerset-street 


Mr. Gay..... 

Mr, M‘Donnall, . 
BYR ino owes hae Sot. 8 
W. Williams, Esq. 
Jas. Hammett, Esq......- 
J. G. Mansford, Esq....... 


Burford, Oxon : 
Mr. T. Pinnel, Holwell... 
Mrs. Pinnelin. «tvcseewae 
ACE MGA ontacteesics Seale ' 


By Rev. Stephen Davis : 
Mrs, Holland, Bristol............ ye 
GTGRBOW doh < ccs 
Greenock 
Chelsea, (Paradise chapel). bata ie 
Newcastle, additional 
Edinburgh: 00.c: aw assumes ca nse teas: 
N. Robarts, Esq. Barnet, to make up 
52l. 10s, to the Society.. ....... 
Mrs. Moore, Homerton Terrace, by “Mrs. 
Millard, . “ Meike aren vp ative weie 
Bacup, by Rev. T. “Dawson... 

Taunton, by Mr. T. Horsey : 
Blake, Mr. Rice, sub...... 
Coombs, Rev. W. H., do., 
Clathworthy, Mr. T. do... 
Horsey, Mr. T. do.. ...... 
Newberry, Mr. T.do.... . 
Stevenson, Mr. do........ 
she Mr. meee: vo age} 
ter,Mr.( Oldbury Lodge) 
Young, Mr. J..do, eS 


= 
orn 
aco : 


0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
mu 
0 
0 
1 
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| 
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* See Chronicle, for January last, we shall be exceedingly happy to carry out this suggestion inme- 
diately that a suitable man cau be found. Such a Mission, however, will involve an expense, consider- 
ably beyond this kind contribution of our anonymous friend. Who will follow his example ? 


Errata.—In February Chronicle, an entry, “Tottenham S. S 


have been, ‘‘ Sabbath School 


Lewis,” should have been “ Highgate, Rev. E, Lewis.” 


*& All moneys intended to a, 
April. Will our Si Friends 


bins in the next report, 
ie this ea 2 


should be sent by the 


., by Mrs. Fletcher,” should 
Children, Tottenham.” Another entry, Ob Reigate, Rev. E. 
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QUARTERLY REGISTER 


OF THE 


Baptist Home Misstonary Society. 


No. VII. New Serres. 


ApRIL, 1838. 


The Public Annual Meeting of this Society will be held in Finsbury 
Chapel, on Monday Evening, the 30th of April; to begin at half-past six 


o'clock, 


The accounts of the Society will be made up to the second week in April. 


The reports 


and Treasurers’ accounts, and all moneys to be accounted for in this year’s Report must 
be in the hands of the Secretary before the 10th of this month. : 

Such moneys as may be in the hands of those having cards and Missionary boxes, or 
other means of collecting for the Society, are respectfully requested to be forwarded at 
once in order that the exhausted funds of the Treasurer may be so replenished, that the 
Society may not appear in debt at the annual meeting. _ 

All communications from Auxiliary Societies which are to appear this year are also 
earnestly requested from the officers of such Auxiliaries before the 10th instant. 

Several ministers have already been engaged to address the meeting at their anniver- 


sary, should their health and other engagements permit : among these are, the Rey. Caleb 
Birt, of Bristol; J. P. Mursell, of Leicester; Mr. Giles, of Leeds ; Mr. Steadman, of 
Bradford ; Mr. Edwards, of Nottingham; and Mr. Aldis, of Manchester, whose state- 
ments and appeals will, doubtless, stimulate and encourage the friends to our cause who 
may be present, and whose early attendance is most urgently requested. 

The following urgent appeal from the second Baptist church in Sheffield,-to render a 
little temporary assistance to those who are manifestly exerting themselves to the utter-_ 
most has just been received. This application the Committee could not well refuse ; but 
from whence this money is to come, they are much at a loss to determine. 


To the Committee of the Baptist Home Missionary Society. 


Gentlemen, 

An application was made to you a few 
months ago from the recently formed Baptist 
Church, Sheffield, for some temporary assis- 
tance towards the support of a minister. 
They had at that time given me an invitation 
to become their pastor. I was aware then 
that the salary they could raise in their pre- 
sent circumstances would be inadequate 

to the claims of my family, but seeing that 
the people were all unanimous, and evinced 
a disposition to spend and be spent in ex- 
tending the gospel amid the dark and be- 
‘nighted population around them, I could 
not feel justified in shrinking from the un- 
dertaking, especially as I knew that the 


‘Baptist Home Missionary Society had of 


late manifested the utmost readiness to con- 


a 


tribute to the establishment of new interests 
in large and populous towns, which led me 
to hope that they would not withhold their 
assistance from us. I commenced to labour 
statedly among them, the last sabbath in 
December, 1837, and I am ready to confess 


| that the spirit which the people have mani- 


fested since that period, and the aspect 
which the interest wears at present, have 
greatly strengthened my conviction that I 
have been guided by the great Head of the 
church in the step I have taken. 

On Wednesday the 7th, we had a public 
recognition of my settlemeut, when the Rev. 
Messrs. Bayley, Larom, Acworth, Edwards, 


‘of Nottingham, engaged in the several ser- 


vices of the day, all of which were deeply 
interesting, and the congregations were 
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very numerous and respectable. We have 
lately secured a piece of land on which we 
purpose building a neat and substantial 
place of worship, capable of holding about 
600 persons. Our friends are now making 
very strenuous efforts to raise the money, 
which it is confidently hoped they will be 
able to do by canvassing the town, and by 
visiting some of the larger neighbouring 
towns. It may be proper to add, that the 
population of Sheffield at present exceeds 
110,000, for whose accommodation there 
are only about thirty places of worship. 
The Baptist interest is remarkably weak 
m the town and neighbourhood ; there is, I 
believe, only one Baptist church within 
thirty miles of Sheffield, and that does not 
contain thirty members. I now leave the mat- 
ter in your hands, hoping that any assistance 
you may render us will not be wanted long. 
I am, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
D. Rees. 


March, 1838. 
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P.S. I have much pleasure in recom- 
mending this case to the gentlemen—the 
Committee of the Baptist Honie Missionary 
Society. I conceive the prospects of bro-* 
ther Rees at Sheffield are encouraging, 
and the church with which he is connected . 
worthy of support. They are attempting 
great things in a good spirit, and are likely 
to succeed. I hope your excellent secretary 
will be able to visit Sheffield soon, and. l.am 
confident he will raise on the spot all ‘the 
money required by the people. If he can 
visit Derbyshire-at the same time, all the 
better. 

. 
Tam, 
Gentiemen, ~ 
Yours, with great respect, 
James Epwarps, 


This case will show the importance of endeavouring to provide for the dense population 
of our large towns in preference to unimportant villages. 
Within the last year, death has entered our ranks, and removed from the midst of a 


Sphere of extended usefulness and promise, 
blessing. 


aman whose labours God was abundantly 


The Society has also been deprived of the labours of two most valuable missionaries _ 
by removal to other churches who would much rather have staid with their little flocks, 
had the means been equal to the growing wants of their increasing families. 

And shall this charge from year to year be brought against us and our churches ; while 
those who have the means to aid us hold back, or refuse to aid the cause of Him to 
whom the gold and the silver belong, as well as the hearts of those who possess it? We 
feel convinced they will not, and our hope is, that this annual Meeting will witness the 
delightful manifestation of such Christian liberality as will enable the Committee to 
remove the stain, and no longer have it frequently and publicly stated, that places of 
worship which the pious zeal of the past generation have erected, are closed for want 
of ministers; or that those labourers which the Society have already engaged, are lan- 
guishing under the deprivation of the comforts, and in some cases, of almost the neces- 


saries of life. 


_dn the midst of every depressing consideration it is, however, highly encouraging to 
know that the Head of the church is raising up friends to our cause in other places, and 
arousing the chureh to make a more adequate provision for surrounding destitute places. 
This has lately been delightfully shown by the efforts in behalf of this Society, and the 
offers made for an extension of its operations at Bristol, Nottingham, and Birmingham, 


Norwich,too, has come nobly forward with 


permission for an annual visit, and valued 


and talented brethren are offering themselves as deputations to visit the churches and 


rouse the country to a sense of what is due 


our country in connexion with its unwearied and successful labours. 
Brock, of Norwich, will this year visit Hampshire, 


behalf of this cause. 


The Secretary proposes to renew his visit to Scotland and the 


months of May, June, and July. 


to the claims of the Home Mission ; and to 
Our beloved brother _ 
the Isle of Wight, and Jersey, on 


It is hoped, that a lively and active brother will be found tage Uongh the Welsh 


associations: 


d churches in the same months, and that with their usual liberality they 


will once more render us their encouraging assistance. _ F : see 
The counties, of Northampton, Lincoln, Norfolk, and Suffolk, have too long been over- 


north of England in the | 


Les 


* 


* : 


looked for want of co-operation, and the difficulty of procuring for the Home Mission 


ae the determined efforts of brethren on the spot. Lie 
ty The new auxiliaries at Haverfordwest in Wales, and the church in George Street, 


Nottingham, give us great encouragement. ‘The latter promises well: this year it is 
_ expected that this church alone will pee a re for the Home Mission whic h is” 


more than any one church in the islees omnes expends in Home Missionary. efforts. The follow 
ing letter of the Secretary for the Pembroke Poe will be ran with i 


Eee 


7, 


es 


* the object of my 
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To the Committee of the Baptist Home Missionary Society. 


Gentlemen, 
The Rules on the other side will explain 
writing, and show you that 
we have really commenced operations. The 
lower—the English part of the county, con- 
tains a large population, and there are nu- 
merous villages where the Gospel would not 
bé heard were it not for our agent and other 
local talent employed in connexion with 
him. There are considerable tracts of coun- 
try thickly inhabited, which must be culti- 
vated by missionary labour, or they must 
remain moral wastes, sickening to the eye 
and-heart of those who love the Saviour, 
and the souls of their fellow-men. We have 
<a very efficient agent m Mr. Thomas, a man 
whois much respected, and who, when the 
pastor of the church at Moleston, laboured 
abundantly, and successfully, in those parts 
where he is now itinerating. The stated 
ministers in this neighbourhood, and the 
local preachers in our churches, are dis- 
posed to render all the aid in their power; 
and we hope, by systematic and united ope- 
rations, to carry into every village the glad 
‘tidings of redeeming mercy. ‘To sustain 
our places, and to carry them out vigorously, 
we want the assistance of your valuable So- 
ciety. If you can give us Thirty Pounds per 
annum, you will enable us to proceed with 
spirit; and we hope that you will find from 
the reports which we shall make from time 
to time, that your grant is well bestowed. 
Mr, Roe, your'worthy and much esteemed 
Secretary, was down here last summer, and 
can give you any information as to our cir- 
cumstances. 
|I am, Gentlemen, 
Yours respectfully, 
Davtp Davies. 
Haverford-west,; Jan. 31, 1838. 


At a Meeting of Baptist Ministers and others, 
held at Bethesda Chapel, Haverford-west, on 
the 25th December, 1837, , 


The Rey. Davip Davis, in the Chair. 


Resolved, 


1. That this meeting do form itself into a 
Society for the purpose of propagating the 
Gospel in the English parts of Pembroke- 
shire, in connexion with the Baptist Home 
Missionary Society, and that the Society 
now formed be denominated ‘‘The Pem- 
brokeshire and Haverford-west Auxiliary 
Baptist Home Missionary Society.” 

2. That Mr. William Rees be appointed 
Treasurer, and the Rev. David Davies, and 
Henry Davies, Secretaries of the Institution, 

3. That a Committee be now formed for 


the management of the affairs of the Society, 
and that the several ministers and deacons 
of Baptist churches in connexion with the 
Pembrokeshire Association, and the Trea- 
surer and Secretaries of this Society; and all 
subscribers of ten shillings annually to its 
funds, be members of such Committee, with’ 
power toadd to their number: and that the 
Committee do meet to receive the principal 
agent’s report, and to transact the other busi- 
ness of the Society quarterly at Haverford- 
west, or at any other time or place that may 
be deemed necessary, on being convened by 
circular from the Secretaries. 

4. That the several Baptist churches in 
Pembrokeshire be requested to obtain sub- 
scriptions, aud to make annual collections in 
aid of the funds of thé Institution, and that 
application bé made to the Parent Society 
for assistance for the same object. 

5. That yearly meetings of this Society 
be held at Haverford-west, when a report of 
the proceedings of the past year shall be 
given, The Treasurer’s account produced,- 
and the Officers and Treasurers for the year 
ensuing elected., 

6. That the Reverend James Hugh Tho- 
mas, who had been for the last three months 

‘itinerating in Pembrokeshire, be now recog- 
nized as the Principal Agent of the Society, 
and that the committee do engage such fur- 
ther ministerial aid as they may be able to 
obtain. \ 


‘The following letters are received in reference to the cause at Coleford in Gloucester- 
shire ; and are only a sample of other applications of the same kind to which the Com- 
mittee do not like to return a negative, but which they cannot meet without funds. O 
that the Lord would incline the hearts and call forth the liberality of our friends a hun- 


dred fold ! 
Bristol, Feb. 6, 1838. 
My dear Brother, 

“My object in writing is to make known to 
you the destitute condition of a part of the 
County of Herefordshire. There is a village 
called Garway, where there is a chapel that 
will contain I am told 3 or 400 people, closed 
for the want of aminister to preach the word 


of life; and another chapel in a village two | 
or three miles distant, closed from the same | 


7 


| cause. The poor people who have felt the 


| power of the gospel at Garway, would offer 
‘aid towards the support of a minister to the 
amount of about £20. per annum, I am 
really grieved to think these people should be 
without a minister. 
Tam, 
Yours very truly, - 

% Tuomas Winter. 
To the Rev. Mr. Roe. 


— 
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Coleford, Gloucestershire, Feb, 3, 1838. 
Sir, 

From the advice of the Rev. S. Winter, of 
Bristol, I beg leave to submit to you for 
consideration the following destitute state of 
the Baptist Church at Garway, in the county 
of Hereford. 

About the year 1818, a convenient chapel 
was built, and under the ministerial labour 
of the Rey. W. Rogers, the word preached 
continued to prosper for several years, so 
that it was considered desirable to erect an- 
other branch chapel, in an adjoining parish, 
four miles distant from the first. During 
the-period Mr. Rogers continued with them 
he supplied both places, and the attendance 
was 00d; but his removal (which was oc- 
casioned by the death of his brother) left 
them in a destitute state; and since that; 
continued to decrease to such a lamentable 
flegree, that the one chapel has not been 
opened since last summer, and tke other 
kept open only by a member of the Primitive 
Methodist connexion, 

The field for labour is large, while the 
means of grace are small, nor can the church 
of its own strength increase them ; there- 
fore, on their behalf, I would earnestly plead, 
and hope you will be induced to assist them 
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in the support of a minister, from the funds 
of the Home Missionary Society. The pre- 
sent number of members is about fifteen, and 
the largest sum they can possibly raise is 
fifteen pounds per year; but in order that 
they may haye a supply, I would engage to 
make it up Twenty Pounds. Both chapels 
are free of debt. Rev. W. Rogers, Dudley, 
knows the circumstances of the church, and 
could answer any question relative to them. 
I remain, Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 
James Herperr. 


Mr. Herbert, who has written the above, 
is an excellent member of our church. His 
statements are true. I remember preaching 
at the opening of both places of worship. If 
anything can be done it will be very gratify- 
ing to all the ministers and friends who know 
their present state of lamentable destitution. 

If a minister with zeal, labour, and devo- 
tion could be supported there, I have no 
doubt but it would be for the comfort of the 
saints, the conversion of sinners, and the 
glory of God. I beg, therefore, most ear- 
nestly to recommend this application. 


COLLECTIONS AND SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


Bucks: 
Fenny Stratford - £15 0 0 
Northampton : 
Old Stratford, Collection 2 210 0 
Mr. Knighton : . 010 O 
John Cox, Esq. A . 52070 
Beds : ¢ 
Ridgmount, Collection : 1 Ona0 
Woburn, Beds: Collection in the 
Indep. Chapel . ‘ 410 0 
Cranfield, Beds. Collection 510 0 
Essen : 


Saffron- Walden, Collection . 6 4 4 


*,* Donations and Subscriptions will be gratefully received on behalf of the 


Joun Fry. 
Coleford, Feb. 3rd. 
Juvenile Society : A 110 9 
W.G. Gibson, Esq. . A csi) 
Ashdon : 
Collection . akg Saath rte Ne ao) 
Norfolk : : y ~ 
Diss Collection ; : Sra 2 
Shelfhanger, do. ° pe tngrat ie 
Norwich : ; = 5 66 5 8 
Brooke, Mr, Kett . sy Rl td 
Mrs. Kett —, . M 4 OlgsO) 
Shropshire : 
Bridgenorth eee 


Society, at No. 6, Fen-Court, Fenchurch Street ; by the Treasurers, Mosrs Poorz, 


Esq., 4. Lincoin’s Inn Square ; or Rev. J. Epwarvs, Clapham ; by the Rev. C. H, 
- Rox (Secretary) ; or any Minister of the Denomination, = = i : 


Js HADDON, PRINTER, CASTLE STREET, FINSBURY.» 
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